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FLAG EXCHANGE CEREMO-
NY SET FOR NOVEMBER 11

Veterans Day will be observed in the Town of Neversink
on November 11, 2011 at the Community Flagpole in the
Grahamsville Rural Cemetery at 11 am. There, a Flag
Exchange program will be held, in which the current fla
flying Wlll%& lgnwered and retired, and another flag m:cepteﬁ
and raised to the top, where it will fly for the next six
months. Following this, the program will be continued at
the Neversink Town Hall in Grahamsville by members of
our local Town Board.

The flag to be retired 1s that which honors Charles
Matzln%cr and will be returned to the family of his daughter,
Mardell Denman. The flag which will replace it will be, we
believe, the first one to honor a veteran of World War I; it has
been offered by Ruth Agnes Kortright, in honor of her tather,
Bruce Moore. We will tell vou about Mr. Moore next week.

We hope you will join us on Veterans Day at both the
Community Flagpole and the Town Hall and for refresh-
ments following the program.

SC Receives 2011 CDBG Funds
to Establish Microenterprise
Assistance Program

Monticello - Legislature Chairman Jonathan Rouws (D-
District 4) and County Legislators Elwin Wood (D-District
3) and Jodi Goodman (R-District 6), Chair and Co-Chair of
the Community and Economic Development Committee
respectively, announced today the creation of a countywide
“Microenterprise Assistance Program™ (MAP), made possi-
ble with a 5185000 grant from New York State's
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Economic
Development Program. (Contd. Pg. 4)

NY Governor Andrew Cuomo
Endorses Mike Hein for A Second
Term as Ulster County Executive

Kingston, NY- Ulster County Executive Mike Hein
recerved a strong vote of confidence last week from New
York State Governor Andrew Cuomo. County Executive
Hein has been a strong leader for the people of Ulster
County and shares the same belief as Governor Cuomo that
government can stand for both progressive values and fis-
cal responsibility. The Governor's endorsement affirms the
importance of County Executive Hein's reform based
agenda. (Contd. Pz 12)
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In the above picture: David Fikszta, Chairman, ERH
Foundation, Steven [. Kelley, President and CEQ, ERH;
Donna Applegate, VP ML Builders Corp and wife of Jonah
Mandelbaum; Jonah Mandelbaum, President M Builders
Corp Warwick Properties Inc.

Raises Over $55,000 at Annual Gala

On Saturday, October 1, 2011,
the Ellenville e%nnal Hospital
hosted its Annual Gala and Silent
Auction at The Fountains at
Wallkill Golf Club. This year's
honoree was Jonah Mandelbaum,
rincipal of Warwick Properties
ne.

Warwick Properties LLC, is the

premier builder of affordable
sentor housing in New York State
and has partnered with Ellenville
Ru::gmnal Hospital to construct the
I 42-unit llenville Senior
Apartments, an affordable housing
option for our semiors, located on
the Hospital's campus in Ellenville,
NY. This exceptional collaboration
has created the first for-profit/not-
for-profit partnership for building
affordable senior housing in New

Y York State, and the project has

been recognized by the State as a
model for senior living! Since the
first phasnj: was completed, the hos-
pital's inpatient census has
increased by 33%! (Contd. Pg. 3)
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an ad, contact Barbara Konvalin at 845/439-5401.
Performances of the Sullivan County Communi

Sullivan County Community Chorus Recipient of Grand Piano

Harvey and Eileen Krieger,
long-time residents of Sullivan
County, 1n a great gesture of philan-
thropy have made a donation of a

rand piano to the Sullivan County
ommunity Chorus of Monticello.
This special grand pano was ongi-
nally purchased llzur their gifted
%randsc-n, singer/songwriter Gavin
eGraw.

The piano has been moved from
the KrieF-:r's home in Woodridge to
Immaculate Conception Church in
Woodbourne, where the chorus wall

resent its annual Winter Concert on
Sunday, December 11
_ M\:embers of the chorus are seek-
1n% ads from the community, which
will appear in both Winter and
Spring Chorus Concert programs.
Some of the funds raised from these
ads will be used to purchase a grand
piano dolly, a necessity for their new
instrument. The deadline for receipt
of ads 1s November 9. For further
information or to place an order for

Chorus are made possible in part with funds

from the Sullivan County Decentralization Grant Program, a re-grant ﬁ[ngram of the New York

State Council on the Arts, admimstered by the Delaware \fqlleg' Arts A
The Sullivan Euunla Community Chorus is observing its

special Winter 2011 and Spring 2012 concerts in celebration

ter works in the county.

lance.
5th Anniversary, and will present
of 1ts many years of performing mas-

FEMA Individual Assistance Program for Tropical Storm Irene is

CnmingEtn a Close
County

note that the
electromically or over the phone.
To date over 3,200 Ulster County residents have applied

xecutive Hein advises affected County residents to QFKII}; as soon as possible,
Those EK%FIETICIH damage from Tropic Storm Lee have unti )
isaster Recovery Center closed on Monday, October 31, 2011. Applicants must file

ovember 14 to apply. Please

tor assistance under Hurricane Irene,

vet only slightly more than 80 residents have applied under Tropical Storm Lee. Residents are

reminded that they must file separately for each disaster.
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vation of the Lord.

It 15 good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the sal-

NOVEMBER 3, 2011

Lamentations 3:26

SUBSCRIPTIONS: $25.00 PER YEAR

NEW —— RENEWAL/DATE EXP, Check #
Subscription renewals mFﬂ hﬁ received by the last
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3:00 P.M. FRIDAYS « FIRM - Drop Box, FAX, Mail or Email
WEEKLY ADVERTISING RATES

Classified ads - %600 for the first 20 words and
20 cents each additional waord.

1" Boxed ad (17 x 37) - $6.00 per week ($2.00/ sq in)
Business card ad { 27 x 3") - $12.00 per week (52.00/ sq in})
(37 x 47) - $24.00 per week ($2.00/ sql in)

(3" x 67) - 336.00 (32.00/sq in)

(47 x 67) - $48.00 ($2.00/ sq in)
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advertising must be preé-paid unless other arrangements have
been made.

All inserts/flyers must be pre-paid. Please send the cor-
rect amount of money along with 1.2 1es of yvour flyer. If the
insert/flyer is printed only on one Slaﬁ,llﬁ& rate is 340.00 per week.
If the insert/flyer 1s printed on both sides, the rate 1s $60.00 per
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ed flyers. [If vou wish Ye CMde Tri-Valfey Townsman to print the fly-
ers the charge for a one-sided flyer based on 1,500 copies (white
paper) $95.00; (color p.aper% $125.00 . If both sides of the flyer are
to rinted the charge based on 1,500 copies (white paper)
$1435,00; (color paper) $175.00,

NO EXCEPTIONS

If vou are submitting vour a vemsmg email, our email address

is: tvfownsmanidyvahoo.com  1f you do choose to send ad copy via
the nternet please send it in either PDF (Acrobat) files or JPG for-

mat. All press releases/articles should be sent as Microsoft Word
Documents

Have a question- please call: Linda Comando (845) 985-0501.

As always, thank vou for your support.

Ye Olde Tri-Valley Townsman
PO Box 232

Grahamsville, NY 12740
Email: mviownsmaniavahoo.com

Ye Olde Tri-Valley Townsman on-line:
http://thetownsman.com

OBITUARIES

Clarence J. “Snm;ly“ Eidel of Woodbourne
assed away Mon a;ﬁ_ October 24, 2011 at
ome surrounded by his family. He was 81,

He was the son_df the late” John A. and

Cecilia f:tanﬁel Eidel born on August 30,

1930 in Woodbourne, NY. .

;‘mnrgf ;I]mud_ly served our country in the
United States Air Force from 1951-1955 and
later became a Correctional Officer for many
vears before retiring in 1989, He was an
active member of his community for many
vears. Sonny was a lifetime member of the
Woodbourne” Fire Department, member of
the Church of the Immaculate Conception in
Woodbourne; and a member of the
Woodbourne Hunting Club. He was a loving
husband, father, grandfather and friend to a
who knew and loved him.

~ He leaves behind to cherish his memory
his loving children, Joseph Eidel and his
wife Dﬂb%l& of Binghamton, and John Eidel
and his wife, Marianne of Neversink; grand-
daughter, Dena Eidel; sisters, Ruth Eidel of

Woodbourne, and Mildred “Mid” Woodward

of Poughkeepsie; sister-in-law, Lillian

Bauernfeind of Hortonville; and many nieces

and nephews, L
- He was predeceased by his wife, Theresa

Eidel and one brother, Donald Eidel.

A firematic service was held on
Wednesday, Oct. 26th at the Colonial
Memorial Funeral Home, Woodbourne. A
Mass of Christian burial was held on
Thursdﬂ?-, Oct. 27th at the Church of the
Immaculate Conception, Woodbourne with
interment following at Hillside Cemetery,
Woodbourne, NY.

Donations_in Sonny's name can be made
to Hospice of Orange and Sullivan Counties
1225[15 ony Brook Court, Newburgh, NY

Edward C. Goethe of Napanoch, NY passed
away on Saturday, October 29, 2011 at the
Ellenville Regional Hospital. He was 88,

Edward was born on January 4, 1923 in
Huntington, L.I.; he was the son of the late
Emil and Carrie { Swiesberger) Goethe.

Edward served his country in the United
States Army Air Force during World War I1 and
was honorably discharged in 1945, He was a
member of the Huntington VFW Post 1469
He retired from the Long Island Lighting
Company and served as assistant manager for
Local 1049 IBEW for 3 years. Mr. Goethe was
a member of the Grahamsville United
Methodist Church. He cn]!]n:-,fcd fishing and
was loved by all who knew him. .

Mr. Goethe is survived by his wife, Leona,
at home; his son, Christopher Goethe and his
wife, Sharon of W. Stockbndee, MA: his
daughter, Lois Murphy of Haverhill, MA: his
sister, Hope Maranchuck of Tequesta, FL; his
rrandchildren: Patrick and Brenna Murphy,

eather Goethe and Sarah Jones and his
nephew, Douglas Hamilton and wife, Jona of
Grahamsville.

A memorial service with interment of
Edward's ashes will be held in the spring at the
Grahamsville Rural Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be
made in Edward's name to Hospice of Ulster
County or to the American Cancer Society.

DAYS OF YORE....
Today's History

October 31, ]l}ﬁ:,] - OUn Wednesday, October
24th, Miss Mabel Everett, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. John Everett of IIurlﬂyvﬁle, became the
bride of Mr. Lee Harvey, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Martin Harvey. The ceremony took place at
the Grahamsville Methodist Church, the Rev.
Howard P. West officiating.

Morris Brundage, formerly of
Grahamsville, passed away Sunday at the
Norwich Memorial Hospital. Mr. Brundage
was born 64 years ago in Grahamsville, the son
of Pierce Brundage and Carrie Matthews
Brundage.  Mr. Brundage operated the
Brundage Mill after his father's death until the
grupﬂrt}' was taken over by the Board of Water

upply for the City of New York.
Qun_b_%ﬁ._l_%l - Miss Janice Allison was the

uest of honor at a surprise bridal shower at the

ethodist Church Hall on Monday evening.
Mrs. Donald TerBush, Mrs, Sam Anderson and
Mrs. Fernald DuBois were the hostesses. Miss
Allison will become the bride of William
Decker on Saturday, Nov. 4th.

The cnga ement of Miss Joan M. Curry,
daughter of Mrs, Blanche M. and the late James
V. Curry of Neversink to Mr, Lloyd Gilbert, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Haakon Gilbert of Swan Lake
has been announced. Miss Curry is a senior at
Skidmore College and graduated from T
Valley Central School in 1958, Mr. Gilbert
attended Hobart College and is now a senior at
New York University. No date has been set for

the wedding. .
Nancy }'Eert, Wilfred Rhodes and Merleen
Curry have been accepted for the All-State

Sectional Band in Ellenville. The concert will

be held in November,
Ngx;m?gri, 1971 - Airman John H. Wolfe has
received a letter of favorable commendation
from his Commanding Officer, Major George
0. Klotzbach, USAF., Keesler Air Force
Base, Miss., for outstanding achievement as a
student in the Electronics Principals Dept. His
ﬁmde average was in the upper 6% of the stu-
ent body and has qualified him as a branch
honor student.

Our best wishes o to Martha DeWire
Godowski, and Harold Godowski, Jr. who were
united in marriage on Sunday, October 25th in
the United Methodist Church, Grahamsville.

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Raymond
George of Sundown who celebrated their
Golden Wedding Anniversary on Saturday,
They had a celebration with approximately 30
family and friends present.

: r 29, 1981 - Congratulations to Paul

avis, son o r. and Mrs. Owen Davis of
Rocky Hill Rd. on his recent nomination to the
McDonald's All-American H.5. Band. The
nationally acclaimed band consists of the best
oung musicians in the United States,

omination to the band 1s one of the highest
honors a high school musician can achieve.
Paul, a semior at TVCS, plays trumpet in the
school band as well as the Jazz Band., Larry
Balestra is the band director.

Clarence M. Roosa of Hasbrouck Rd.,
Woodbourne, a former president and member
of the Tri_Valley School District Board of
Education from 1952-1972, died unexpectedly
Monday, October 19, 1981 at home. He was
69. The son of the late Bert and Flossie
Whipple Roosa, he was born March 12, 1912 1n
Woodbourne, Mr. Roosa was a farmer, a for-
mer school bus driver for the Tri-Valley School
District and a lifelong area resident.

Tri-Valley Teachers' Associa-
tion Cares Committee is

Getting in the Holiday Spirit!

The Tn-Valley Teachers' Association Cares
Committee, along with other community Emllﬂji
will again be assisting families during the holiday
season. We are looking for anyone who may be
interested in purchasing gifts for families in our
school distict. You could be an individual. a
eroup of people, or an organization that is willing
to help out to make a family's holiday even more
special. There 1s a great need again in this upcom-
ing holiday season to help the people in our com-
munity. If you are interested in doing this, please
contact Deb Swett at
debraswetti@trivalleyesd.org or 985-2296 x7166 |
or Paula Gray at padagray(airivalleyesdorg or
085-2206 X 5406, by Nov. 4. Thank vou in
advance for any support you can give!

CWC Distributes $400,000 in

Flood Recovery Grants

The CWC has dispersed nearly $400.000 in
erants to Greene County businesses severely
affected by flooding on August 28. Thirteen busi-
nesses 1n hard-hit Prattsville ‘frpCE:]jcd for and
received $325.182 from the CWC's 2011 Flood
Recovery Fund in order to repair structural dam-
age to their buildings. Applications are pending
from ten more Prattsville businesses.

Another four businesses in Ashland have
received just over $60.000 from the fund,
which provides up to 530,000 per tax parcel.

In addition, some 40 businesses in the Town
of Middletown, 32 in Windham, ten in Olive, 4
each in Jewett, Hunter and Roxbury and three
in Halcott are expected to be assisted by the
CWC fund. A list of damaged businesses in the
;Dw]nﬂ?f Shandaken is being compiled. (Contd,

2.
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NEVERSINK NEWS - Hulda Vermooy

Happy Birthday to Helen Conrad on November 7th.
Ma]y_lyﬂu be blessed with many more, Helen.

apbpcy Birthday also to Marge Denman on

November 3rd. Hope you have a good day, Marge.

Don't forget to set your clocks back one hour on
Saturday might. )

Hope everybody was safe during our unplanned
snowstorm!

Have a good week and God Bless.
(Call Hulda at 985-2268 with your Neversink news.)

Hospital Raises Over 555,000 at Annual Gala
(From Pg/ 1) . .

This partnership has provided the first step toward
fulfilling the hospital's vision for a continuum of sen-
101 care tor the Ellenville/Warwarsing community,

The event raised over $55,000, which will used
for future capitalized projects at the hospital.

_The Ellenville Regional Hospital is a 25 bed rural
critical access hospital located in Southern Ulster
County. The Hospital offers a wide range of services
including inpatient services, rehabilitation, emergency
care, physical therapy, orthopedics, gastroenterology,
cardio ogy, cardio-stress testin pulmuna?, am man-
agement, ambulatory surzery, ahnramry, iabetes edu-
cation, clinical pharmacy services, medical nuftrition
therapy. hospice care, women's health including bone
density, mammography, ultrasound. and imagin
including CT scan, digital X-Ray, nuclear medicine, an
MRI studies. The hospital has won numerous quality
awards including four Patient Safety and Clinical
Pharmacy Services Collaborative awards, one of each
that was awarded by the Health Resources and Services
Admimstration {HRSA%H 2009 and a 2010 Quality and
Patient Safety Award from the Northern Metropolitan
Hospital Association {NnrMetI) Patient Safety Institute
for reducing the average length of stay in the
Emergency Department to less than 100 minutes.

TV Cross Country Teams OCL Division

Champions Excel at California Meet

Last week the Girls and Boys Cross Country
teams won the Division ¥V OCL Cross Country
Championship. At the end of the week they traveled
o the est two day cross country meet in the USA,
at MT SAC in Los Angeles.

The Girls Team won the 12th consecutive Divison
title with &th grader Autumn Bender taking 1st place.
At Mt SAC %D teams lined up at the start of the
Division V race with Tri-Valley scoring 30 points to
win with Bender 2nd, Livvy Rehm 5th., Brooke
Gillette 7th, Sabrena Smith T1th, Danielle Graham
16th and Devon Jones 77th.

The Boys Team clinched their OCL Division
Championship with a two F-omt victory and has won
the Championship 10 of the past 12 vears. In
Califormia the Boys led by the 3rd and 4th place fin-
1sh of Jim Bernstein and Omar Lopez, placed a best
ever 4th place. The 1st four place teams in the race
were all from different states. Justin Weintraub

laced 28th, Brendon Hasbrouck 30th and Sowoo
hon 48th.

Congratulations to all!

SC Tourism OQOutpaces NY State and Nine
Neighboring Counties With a 10,7% Increase in

2010 over 2009

Ferndale, NY- The leaves may be turning orange and
red in Sullivan County Catskills, but Sullivan
County's tourism industry is seeing green, as in
dollars. And lots of them according to an official
report to the Sullivan County Visitors Association
(SCWVA) sponsored by NY State: "The Economic
Impact of Tourism in New York - 2010." Prepared
independently by Oxford Tourism Economics, the
state wide study revealed that in 2010, Sullivan
County had a 10.7% increase in tourism expendi-
tzlgﬂeg over 2009, and an overall 5.9% increase over

Of the ten counties that make up the two domi-
nant areas north and northwest of NY City,
Sullivan outpaced all other counties in percentage
increase in tourism spending in 2010 over 2009,
and the two year comparison over 2008,

The Catskills Region is comprised of Delaware,
Greene, Sullivan and Ulster . The Hudson Valley
Region has the counties of Columbia, Dutchess,
Orange, Putnam, Rockland and Westchester .

Out of these ten counties Sullivan ranks fifth in
2010 in generated tourism spending with $345.1
million in visitor spending that grew over 10.7% in
2010 outpacing even the State increase of 8.4%.

With Tourism the fifth Iariest employment sec-
tor in NY State, Sullivan County has invested
heavily in its greatest asset: the pristine mountains
and lakes, and the jewel of the area, the Delaware

River. And the investment is returning dividends
in ways no one could have foreseen. This invest-
ment has consistently returned over $20 million
in local taxes and $20 million in State taxes each
vear. Without tourism in Sullivan County each
household would have to pay an additional
$1,386.00 in property taxes.

After showing an increase of 12% wisitor
spending in 2008 over 2007, one of only three
counties in NYS to have this type of increase,
2009 showed a 4.4% decrease as the recession
took its toll on wisitor discretionary spending.
However, this was still a win for Sullivan County
as NYS saw a drop of 13.4% and many of the
neighboring counties were in double digit drops
as well. en you compare the growth of visitor
spending from 2008-2010, Sullivan County saw
an overall growth of 5.9%. Comparing neighbor-
m%I counties over this same two year time frame,
although most showing growth in 2010 over
2009, all but one, Delaware , are still in negative

percentages for growth from 2008-2010.

3rd Annual SC Parent Services Symposium

The 3rd Annual Sullivan County Parent Services
Symposium will be held on Wednesday November
2nd, 2011 from 9am - 4pm (organizational table set-
up at 8:30am) Lunch and refreshments included in
$E’5 participant fee. The event will take place at
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Sullivan County
64 Ferndale Loomis Road Liberty, NY 12754

[f you are a provider of parent services in
Sullivan County, you are invited to an informative
and worthwhile day of networking, resource sharing
and professional development. On Wednesday
November 2nd the Network will once again hold a
symposium as a means for service collaboration and
knowledge sharing. The Network asks that each
organization prepare a 4 minute presentation on the
parent services they provide (ex. educational, sup-
portive, preventative, etc.) so that all of us doing this
t;-ﬂge of work can do it better and refer parents in an
effective and knowledgeable fashion.

This yvear's symposium will offer several profes-
sional speakers anfgducatnrs presenting on varying
topics regarding family nutrition, food insecurity,
childhood obesity and county food support.

Questions and concerns can be directed to
Amanda Speer, Director of Programming at Cornell
Cooperative Extension of Sullivan Count
(ags97@cornell.edu or 292-6180 ext. 116).
Registration for thls(,:prugram must be completed by
October 28th, Call Cindy at 292-6180,

CREATING PUBLIC SPACES: Challey

Comer and Nancy Proyect to Present at
Seminar

[FERNDALE] - Creating public spaces where
people naturallif want to congregate 15 a critical
component of improving any community.
Sullivan Renaissance 1s holding a seminar enti-
tled “Greening and Gathering - Creating Public
Spaces: from Gardens and Parks to Markets and
Events” on Wednesday, November 2 at 7:00 p.m.
at the CVI Center in Ferndale.

The seminar presenters are Challey Comer, Farm
to Market Manager at the Watershed Agricultural
Council, and Nancy Proyect, President of the
Orange County Citizens Foundation.

Challey Comer will talk about community gar-
dens and Farmers markets. She oversees the I%'ure
Catskills campaign, a regional buy local initiative
that serves nearly 300 farm and food businesses
in six counties. Market-based farmer education,
regional advocacy and market connections are
also components of the economic viability efforts
at the council.

Nancy Proyect, President of the Orange
County Citizens Foundation, will speak about the
concept of “placemaking”™ and the benefits of cre-
ating attractive and vibrant public spaces. She
will also show photos of various places that have
been on the Orange County Citizens Foundation's
“placemaking” tour and give some background on
the projects.

Everyone is welcome to attend. Those interest-
ed in learning more about Sullivan Renaissance
are also invited. Refreshments will be served.
Please RSVP.

Sullivan Renaissance is a beautification and
community development program principall
funded by the Gerry Foundation. Additional Tund-
ing has been secured by U.S. Representative
Maurice D. Hinchey, Sponsors include Bold Gold
Media Group/Thunder 102, Robert Green
Dealerships, Sullivan County Democrat, The
River Reporter and WSUL/WVOS,

For more information or to register, wvisit
www sullivanrenaissance. org or call 845-295-2445,

RETURN OF THE OTTER by Peggy
DeWire
: 3 [ sat very still on a log behind some
o bushes at a thickly forested bay in the
reservoir watching a pair of niver otters
3 shiding down a mud bank head first into
the water. They surfaced twittering
with delight and scampered back up to
| scoot down again
% with front paws
. _ pressed
aiamst their sides
like furry bullets.

Adding to the play-
ful scene, the otters
chased each other in the
water and wrestled on land.

Raver otters { Lutra Canadensis) are the ones
in the weasel family adapted to water life in
several ways, their paws are webbed for powerful
swimming after fish; they can hold their breath a quar-
ter mile before surfacing and in winter they breathe air
bubbles trapped under the ice of lakes.

Their streamlined bodies are so flexible that an otter
can bend nose to tail tip in a complete circle forwards,
backwards and sideways. Otters can see better under
water than above by rounding their eveballs to com-
pensate for light refraction in water. o

Eight species of Lutra live worldwide and historical-
Iy Amencan otters were found in all states and New

ork watersheds. In the 1900's this valuable tur bear-
er declined drastically from owver trapping and loss of
habitat. _

In 1936 New York passed protection laws and over
the next fifty years our DEC relocated otters back into
their original range under the River Otter Project.
~ Since otters live along lakes and rivers, Grahamsville
is particularly lucky to have two reservoirs nearby
attracting them and beavers, important to otters
because create pood feeding sites hike logjams and
brush piles. Abandoned beaver homes with underwa-
ter entrances make great otter den sites.

Male otters grow 4-5' long, weigh 25-35 lbs.
Females are smaller. Adults have muscular bodies and
powerful tails tapering to a tip.

The tail is a rudder in swimming and a prop when the
otter stands on its hind legs on land. .

The thick fur is rich dark brown above and silvery
below and has tow layers; an under-fur that traps and
holds body heat and a top layer of long waterproof
guard hairs.

An otter closes its ears and nose underwater but has
keen hearing and smell on land. Many long suff
whiskers (vibrissae) grow around the otter’s face and in
tufts on its elbows. These locate vibrations of prey
moving under rocks, changes in water currents and
cauge the size of den holes,

Otters eat mostly fish and spit out scales and bones.
In the water they catch crayfish, frogs and turtles.
On land they prey on mice, eggs of ground nestin
birds, grasses and blueberries. To sustain their hig
metabolism otters must eat nearly 3 pounds of food
daily. Otters are sociable animals that hunt and play
together without territorial fights. They cooperatively
herd together a school of small fishes for easy feasting,
They play hide-and-seek, dunk each other and %u
“sledding” on their bellies in snow. Otters live 10-15

ears, Babies are born in spring, usually 2-4 pups in a
i,’iuger after a year's gestation due to delayed E:ggbim lan-
tation, an attribute of the weasel family. At birth the
pups are blind, toothless and helpless. The fur is not
waterproof. But two months later they're ready to
leave the den and learn from mother how to hunt slow-
moving prey like snails and water worms. Very quick-
ly the pups can catch small fishes and tadpoles. If the
pups are weaned and some accident kills the mother,
the father raises and protects his family.

Otters mark their territories among riverbanks with
scent stations of urine and droppings called spraints
covered with stinky spray from musk glands near the
tail. These stations tell otters what other otters have
visited the area. Well-used scent stations are seen more
often than the otters themselves. )

Around our reservoirs and riverbanks look for a

tch of bare ground several yards wide where grass

as been uprooted and piles of spraints whose strong
musky smell lingers in lﬁe air.

With otters coming back locally, I think vou'll see one
some day soon.

—
I. H
-

Helpful Hint from Mary

Conditioner
Use your hair conditioner to shave your legs. It's

cheaper than shaving cream and leaves vour legs
really smooth. It's also a great way to use up the
cnncﬁliﬂner you bought but didn't like when you
tried it in your hair.

Don't forget to turn your clocks
back this weekend!
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MYSTERIOUS BOOK REPORT NO. 24
By John Dwaine McKenna

mal stuff . ., .
and just in time for the holidays too.

on a nippy fall night.
1

killings. If you enjoy mysteries, you owe it to yourself to read Lawrence Block., "The

his week's MBR is A Drop of the Hard Stuff, (Mulholland Books, $25.99, 319 pag
distinguished author of more than fifty novels. He's as easy and comfortable to read as a favorite old flannel shirt 1s to wear beside a warm fire

I don’t know about you, but after last week's vampire epidemic and all purpose bite-a-thon, I'm looking forward to getting back to more nor-
murder, mayhem, thuggery, and life on the low side . . . cops and robbers and such, with intrigue. criminality, and life on the lam,

es, ISBN 978-0-316-17804-4) by Lawrence Block, a

The novel begins with two old friends, both of whom are drinking men, but one of them has been sober for more than twenty-five years as
a practicing member of Alcoholics Anonymous. His name is Matt Scudder, an ex-cop who's now a private investigator. The plot is a trip down
memory lane as Scudder recalls one of his first cases while struggling to maintain his sobriety on the eve of his first year in AA, the hardest
one you'll ever have, except for all the ones that follow, according to his sponsor. As the bodies mount up and the perpetrator stays unknown,
Scudder 1s drawn ever-deeper into the mystery. His life becomes jeopardized when he R&nbcs further . . . and he may be the last in the chain of

atthew Scudder novels are among the finest detective

books penned this century,” according to best-selling author Jonathan Kellerman, High praise, vou'll agree, I do. Treat vourself by reading one.
The beautiful new Daniel Pierce Library and the Time and the Valleys Museum are tre