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Claryville Volunteer Fire Department 
Celebrates 70 Years of Service

By Jenny Lee 
CLARYVILLE, NY - Members of the Claryville Volunteer Fire Department gathered on Saturday evening, November 1,  to celebrate
their 70th anniversary at the annual company dinner. The milestone event honored decades of service, recognized outstanding volun-
teers, paid tribute to the Department's enduring legacy in the community and looked ahead to the future.

Founded in 1955 by Fred Ahrens and Warren Cole, the Department was established to protect the growing community from fires
and mishaps. The first apparatus purchased in 1956 from Pine Hill for $200 was a 1927 Sanford with a 250 gallon water tank.
Originally operating out of Cole's garage with two fire extinguishers and a small crew, the Department has grown into a modern and
essential part of New York State's public safety infrastructure.

The dinner, held at the Warren H. Cole Firehall, brought together cur-
rent firefighters and retired life members, together with  their families for
an evening of fellowship and reflection. The event featured a special slide
presentation prepared by firefighter Frederick Doot highlighting the
Department's seven decades of service .  (Conatd  Pg. 5) 

CVFD respondents at the Whitehouse Sundown wildfire that burned for
six days in November 2024 in the Town of Denning. Burning 645 acres,
it was the largest fire recorded in the Catskills watershed since 1976,
when record-keeping began. CVFD was one of several companies in
Ulster and Sullivan counties that responded: L-R: Asst Chief John
Coombs, Mike VanDenberg, Robert Stokes, Chief Paul Metzger, Andrew
Kremer, Captain Mike Schiffer, Said Drissate. Not pictured: Jim Letohic.

Photo by Joe Comando



YE OLDE  TRI-VALLEY TOWNSMAN
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER FOR 

THE  TOWN OF DENNING AND 
THE  TOWN OF NEVERSINK

Ye Olde Tri-Valley Townsman (ISSN 1558-9013) will be  
published weekly for $40.00 per  year  by  

Gnome Home Inc.  
EDITOR: Linda Comando - 845-985-3215  
OLIVE JAR - Carol La Monda
MYSTERIOUS BOOK REPORT - John McKenna
KNARF’S MOVIE TRIVIA - From the notes 

of Frank Comando
COMMUNITY NEWS - Sheila Lashinsky

Email: tvtownsman@yahoo.com  
Website: thetownsman.com

Subscription for The Townsman will be available in PDF
format and will be delivered to you each week in your email that
will be provided by you.  The Townsman can easily be read on a
computer, tablet or cell phone.  The pages have been formatted so
they can be printed out as a whole paper or a single page.  We
continue to encourage those who have home printers, to print out
a hard copy and perhaps pass it on to a family member or friend
who does not have a computer.
..........................................................................................

POLICY ON SUBMISSIONS AND 
LETTERS TO THE EDITORS:

1. ALL  submissions should be typewritten or in Microsoft
Word.
2. Letters should contain  no more than 300 words and must
be typewritten. They may be emailed as Microsoft Word doc-
uments.
3. Letters should offer worthwhile comments and avoid libel
or bad taste.
4. Letters must be signed with the writer's own name.  No let-
ter will be published without a signature.
5. The writer must provide his/her full name, address and tele-
phone number (for verification).  This  information will be
kept on  file in the Gnome Home Inc.  office. Telephone num-
bers will not be published. 
6. Copies of letters or third-party letters will not be accepted.

Opinions expressed in Ye Olde Tri-Valley Townsman
belong to the writers and are not necessarily the viewpoint
of Ye OldeTri-Valley Townsman or its staff.

To renew or receive a new subscription
to the Virtual TOWNSMAN, sent to your email every  week,
print this form then fill out it out and mail it to: Townsman, 
P O Box 232, Grahamsville, NY.   Make checks payable to:
Ye Olde Tri-Valley Townsman.  You may also sign up on line
with  Paypal Go to our  website: http://thetownsman.com 
NAME
EMAIL
PHONE
SUBSCRIPTIONS: $40.00 PER YEAR
NEW RENEWAL/DATE EXP. _______________ 
Check #

Subscription/renewals must be received by the last
Saturday of the month preceding your renewal date to
avoid interruption of your subscription.

A change  of an  email  address must be  received a
monthmonth prior to change in order to make the necessary changes
in our computer system.  All changes are the responsibility of the
subscriber.  

ADVERTISING   DEADLINE: 
3:00 P3:00 P.M. MONDA.M. MONDAYS –YS – FIRM FIRM 

Rates are based on Camera-ready copy.  All  advertising
must  be  pre-paid unless other arrangements have been made.

Please send your ad copy to: tvtownsman@yahoo.com or  by
regular mail to: The Townsman, PO Box 232, Grahamsville,
NY 12740

Deadline for all submissions is 3:00 p.m. Monday for the
current week’s issue

NO   EXCEPTIONS.  All press releases/articles sent by email
should be sent as Microsoft Word Documents.   Photos or
graphics must be in  jpg or pdf  format

More than  ever,  thank you for your continued support.

DAYS OF
YORE….
Today's History

November 9, 1955 
State agents have been con-

demning properties in the Liberty
area, the removal of which will be
required for the new Liberty by-
pass.  In most cases notices state
that the property must be vacated
by April 1, 1956.  According to the
Liberty Supervisor William
Pearson, the final plans for the by-
pass are now in existence and will
not be altered.

Mr. Arlington Visscher and the
following members of the wood-
wind and brass sections of the Tri
Valley School Band will participate
in the New York State Musical
Sectional at New Paltz on Saturday
evening: Misses Patsy Banta, Sara
Brown, Irma DuBois, Doris
Edwards, June Hasbrouck,
Margaret Marks, Alfreda Sheeley,
Helen Spann and Fred DuBois.

November 10, 1965 
Mrs. Oma Barnes, age 92, died

at her home on Rte. 55, Neversink
after a short illness.  She was born
on October 24, 1873 in
Grahamsville, the daughter of
Lorenzo and Mahala Porter Tillson.
She married Harvey Barnes in 1896
in Grahamsville.  A housewife,
Mrs. Barnes has made her home in
Neversink for the past 31 years.
Surviving are her sister, Mrs.
Nancie Seaman of Neversink and
several nephews and nieces.

Anniversary congratulations to
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Banta, 30 years
on November 16th  and to Mr. and
Mrs. A.J. Erath on November 17th.

November 26, 1975 

Mr. Edward Lewis died
Wednesday at Community General
Hospital in Liberty after a long ill-
ness.   He was 88.  Born in
Rosendale on July 28, 1887 to
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On the Front Burner: hoever does not love does not love
God, because God is love.     1 John 4:8

Andrew and Aletta Winchell
Lewis, he was an area resident for
60 years.  He was married to
Bertha Van Aken Lewis.  A retired
fire tower observer, Mr. Lewis was
a member of the Claryville Fire
Dept. and the NYS Retired
Employees Association.  He is sur-
vived by his widow; his daughter,
Catherine of Claryville; two broth-
ers, Fred and James, both of
Ellenville; three sisters: Mrs. Leora
Van Aken of Red Hill, Mrs. Ella
Cutler of Ellenville, and Mrs. Clara
Schoendwaldt of Valley Stream,
L.I.; and several nieces and
nephews.

Mrs. Marguerite Harris of
Mutton Hill Road, Neversink, died
Saturday at Community General
Hospital in Liberty.  She was 45.
She was born December 5, 1929 in
Marietta, Ohio to Merle and
Thelma Berger Kercher.  She was
an area resident for 24 years.  She
was married to French Harris.
Survivors include her husband;
three daughters: Mrs. Linda Harris
Ter Bush and Miss Vicki Eileen
Harris both of Grahamsville and
Rhonda Harris at home; her mother
of Ohio and four brothers.

November 14, 1985 

Helen Aldrich, Editor of The
Townsman, is in the Ellenville
Hospital recovering from an opera-
tion for a broken hip.  Her opera-
tion was successful and she hopes
to be “back in harness” before too
long.  In the meantime, The
Townsman is being taken care of
by faithful volunteers.

In the November 9th issued of
The Times Herald Record, Jean
Webster of Grahamsville, a Record
correspondent, reported on a pam-
phlet written by Esther George of
Sundown.  The pamphlet is entitled
“A Short History of Sundown”.
Mrs. George has lived in Sundown
with her husband, Herbert, for over
50 years.  Besides writing, she also
paints and writes poetry and she is
one of the original members of the
Alchemy Poetry Club.



Amazing Little Lichen
Now that most of the foliage is gone in our forests, have you noticed all

the lichen that has formed on many of the trees?
You may wonder if the lichen is damaging our
forests. 

Considering Lichens first appeared about 400
million years ago it is very unlikely that it is hurt-
ing trees.

Lichen can be found   all across the known
world.   The grow in the most extreme environ-
ments on Earth from the arctic tundra, hot deserts,

rocky coasts, and even to
the toxic slag heaps.
They are also abundant
as epiphytes (a plant that
grows on another plant,
but is not parasitic) on  leaves and branches in rain
forests and temperate woodland.  
Lichen are "composite organisms" made up of two,
or maybe even three, completely different kinds of
organisms.  Every lichen species is part fungus

while the other part of the species is a photosynthesizing alga, or it can be a
bacterium known as a cyanobacterium - a bacteria   capable of photosynthe-
sis. Sometimes all three types of organisms are found in one lichen.

In this amazing association the fungus benefits from the algae because
fungi, having no chlorophyll, can't photosynthesize their own food. A lichen's
fungal part is thus "fed" by its photosynthesizing algal part. The alga and/or
cyanobacterium benefit from the association because the fungus is better able
to find, soak up, and retain water and nutrients than they can. Also, the fun-
gus provides the resulting lichen shape, and the reproductive structures. This
kind of relationship between two or more organisms, where all organisms
benefit, is known as mutualism.  

Lichens reproduce in two basic ways. A lichen may produce soredia, or a
cluster of algal cells wrapped in fungal filaments. These may disperse and
form new lichens.  A second way for the lichen to reproduce itself is through
isidia, which are much like soredia except that isidia are enclosed within a
layer of protective cortex tissue. An isidium is much more like a miniature
lichen.

Lichens are important because they often occupy niches that, at least
sometime during the season, are so dry, or hot, or sterile, that nothing else will
grow there. Often Lichen will be the only plant growing on a bare rock where
they may release chemicals that speed the breakdown of the rock, changing it
into soil,  

Over a period of years, perhaps even centuries, the lichen gathers an
extremely thin and fragile hint of a soil around it. As the lichen grows the soil-
producing processes speeds up and takes place over an ever-larger area. When
you find  a patch of lichen on a rock, you may be witnessing the patient work
of centuries!  

Because of their association with cyanobacteria, lichens can provide
themselves with nitrogen compounds and contribute to the nitrogen cycle by
converting the nitrogen in the air into nitrates that contribute to their growth
and development. Their ability to fix atmospheric nitrogen is beneficial to
other plant life as well. When it rains, nitrogen is leached from both living and
dead lichens and is available to plant life in the immediate areas. When
lichens die, they contribute decayed organic matter to the area they inhabited,
which enables mosses and seeds from vascular plants to begin developing
among the pockets of new soil.

The bottom line -  there are  few-and-far-between exceptions -  the almost
universal rule is that lichens are not damaging our trees and do not feed on
them, any more than you feed on the chair you sit in. The little amazing
Lichens growing on trees are simply using the tree as a home.
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Nature Column - L. Comando 
A tribute to the memory of all of the Townsman Ladies that we have

loved so much and lost… Peggy DeWire, Avril Pappa, Joan Hall, Polly
Hill,  Joyce Lockhart, Jean Helthaler, Karen Curry, Barbara Slater,
Shirley Davis, Hulda Vernooy, Carolyn Coombe, Martha Ahrens and
Barbara Barkley

Household Hint:
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Fall Housekeeping Tips

Buff Furniture with 
Chemical-free, ‘Hand-crafted by

You’ Furniture Polish
Mix together one part lemon juice with two parts

olive or vegetable oil to create a chemical-free fur-
niture polish that hides scratches and leaves a high-
shine finish. Rub the polish into furniture surfaces
using a soft cloth.

A TRIBUTE TO
OLD NEVERSINK

by Beatrice Akerley
Published September 3, 1998

In the foothills of the Catskills
Neath its rugged rocks and rills, 

Was the little village of Neversink
Its memories linger still.

And now far beneath a man made dam
With lots of pomp and pride, 

Is the little village of Neversink
Where folks lived and loved and died.

Now this little village should never sink
And it seems quite a pity, 

It came to pass it sank at last
Sending its waters to New York City

It seemed like only a night when Fraiser
& Davis moved in 

With machines, tools water pipes
And many, many men

Healey not to be outdone brought in
trucks galore, 

There was more activity in Tri-Valley
Then there had ever been before.

They sunk the shafts and laid the pipes
for many, many miles 

They worked by day, they worked by night
And they courted many girls.

Our town of Neversink was voted dry 
But men brought their dinner pails

Stacked with good things to eat 
And plenty of beers and wines and ales.

Neversink Dam is now complete and
Machinery moved away 

And the little village of Neversink
Is but a memory of yesterday.

Tree Lichen

Reindeer Moss
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Monticello and Woodridge Kiwanis Clubs Honor Veterans
The Kiwanis Clubs of Monticello and Woodridge joined together to bring some happiness to veterans serviced by the

Sullivan County Veterans Service  Agency and Action Toward Independence (ATI).  They presented little gifts and Happy
Veterans Day cards to
Veterans Director
Stephen Walsh and ATI
Executive Director
Deborah Worden.  The
cards were provided by
the Kiwanis members as
well as by members of
the Kiwanis service lead-
ership clubs, including
the Fallsburg High
School Key Club and the
Aktion Club of Sullivan
County. The Aktion Club
is sponsored by both
Kiwanis Clubs and com-
prised of individuals
with various degrees of
disabilities affiliated
with Arc The Greater
Hudson Valley, The
Center for Discovery and
New Hope Community.   

1The cards and gifts, consisting of personal toiletry items,
socks, gloves, hats, Find the Word, Sudoku and Crossword
Puzzles, solar dancing figures, playing cards and an assort-
ment of candy, will be distributed to local veterans, includ-
ing homeless individuals and patients at the local nursing
homes and hospitals as well as Castle Point and Albany
Veterans Hospital.  

Directors Walsh and Worden stated that both agencies
work together to serve the local veterans and they thanked
the Kiwanis Clubs stating that the individuals will love not
only the gifts and cards, but especially the idea that some-
one took the time to remember and thank them for their
service and sacrifice to our country.  Many of these veter-
ans face multiple challenges and the time spent to convey
a thoughtful message goes a long way in helping them
through a difficult time.

The Kiwanis Clubs have reached out to many agencies
in the past year with the main mission of giving back to the
community and to let them know that there are people who
care for them.  

For more information about Kiwanis activities, visit the
Facebook Pages for Monticello, NY Kiwanis Club or
Kiwanis Club of Woodridge, NY Foundation.

Displaying cards and gifts are - from Left -
Arc staff member Ken McManus, Aktion Club 
members James Santelli and Gary Walling, 

Woodridge Kiwanian Diane Garritt, 
Monticello Kiwanian Sheila Lashinsky , 

ATI Director Deborah Worden and Veterans Services
Director Stephen Walsh.  

- Sampling of cards made by 
Aktion Club Members.



a plaque to the Department in gratitude for the department's
seven decades of service to the community.

(Contd. Pg. 5-a)

A Night of Fellowship and Recognition
The dinner, held at the Warren H. Cole Firehall, brought togeth-

er current firefighters and retired life members, together with  their
families for an evening of fellowship and reflection. The event fea-
tured a special slide presentation prepared by firefighter Frederick
Doot highlighting the Department's seven decades of service .

Second Assistant Chief and Treasurer Glenn VanDenberg, as
event presenter, thanked past and present volunteers for their com-
mitment and contributions.

Special moments of the evening included the recognition of sev-
eral long-standing members. Among them were longest serving Life
Members Eleanore Ahrens and Stanley Fichtner, members since the
1950s. 

Also in attendance were  John Hauschild, Deputy Commissioner of
Public Safety and Fire Coordinator, Sullivan County Bureau of Fire;
Assistant Chief Sharon Doyle, Neversink Fire Department; Tom
Planz, Deputy Fire Coordinator for Ulster County and Big Indian-
Oliveria Fire Company. Neversink Assistant Chief Doyle presented
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As part of a contingent of five Sullivan County departments, CVFD dispatched
six firefighters, and its Pumper Rescue and Utility Task Vehicle to aid in the

Plattekill wildfire  in October, 2024. Photos by Mike Vandenberg (top) and Andy
Kremer (bottom; L-R: Mike VanDenberg, Tom Matthews, Jim Letohic, Chief Paul

Metzger and Mike Schiffer.)

CVFD Treasurer Glenn Vandenberg flanked by longest serving
Life Members, Stan Fichtner and 

Eleanore Ahrens. 
Photo by Jennifer Pisaniello

(Above) Neversink Asst Chief Sharon Doyle and  John
Hauschild, Deputy Commissioner of Public Safety and Fire
Coordinator. Photo by Jenny Lee

(Below) Tom Planz, Deputy Fire Coordinator for Ulster
County (center), flanked by members of the Big Indian-

Oliveria Fire  Company. 
Photo by Jenny Lee

Claryville Volunteer Fire Department 
Celebrates 70 Years of Service(From Pg. 1)



In addition to recognizing the service of Cadet, Associate and
Active members with Certificates of Attendance, the Department
issued commemorative pins honoring volunteers for their years of
service.

The Department recognized outstanding service to the commu-
nity. Mike VanDenberg was awarded The President's Choice and
The Chief's Choice for his dedication, skills and service. The
Department's membership at-large honored the work of Training
Officer and Fire Commission Chair, Mike Schiffer, for his contri-
butions, including revamping training.

Local artist Steve Ellis was awarded a plaque in thanks for his
recent drawing  of current membership that proudly hangs in the
firehall and for the weather vane he contributed earlier. The
Department noted that his work was “absolutely fantastic.” 

L-R: Mike VanDenberg with CVFD Chief's and President's

Awards and Mike Schiffer with the Members' Award. 
Photo by Jenny Lee

L-R: CVFD Chief Paul Metzger and Neversink Assistant Chief
Sharon Doyle. Photo by Jenny Lee
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Commitment to the Community Continues
The Department continues to serve the community

through both essential emergency services and vital com-
munity events.

Chief Paul Metzger provided a summary of calls, train-
ing, drills and community events, commending the high
level of performance by the members.

Chief Metzger remarked: “2025 has been an exception-
al year for the department as we continue building our pro-
fessionalism, capabilities, and growing team. We respond
to calls with high turn out numbers, great execution, and
have helped countless members of the community and peo-
ple passing through our district. Calls have included motor
vehicle accidents, wildland fire, structure fire, lost and
injured hikers, wires down on roadways, landing zone
setups, search operations, medical emergencies, gas odors,
activated alarms, etc.”

“We have added new members who have brought valu-
able skills and quickly integrated into the team. Our week-
ly drills (over 58 to date) are focused on skills, readiness,
and training evolutions that have resulted in efficient and
effective action on calls. Members have attended hundreds
of hours of a wide range of county/state training including
basic firefighting operations, interior operations, emer-
gency vehicle operations, water rescue, wildland firefight-
ing, Fire Officer 1, and more. Claryville was selected as
one of three county departments to provide equipment for
the new Sullivan County Search and Rescue Team and we
have three members active in that team.”  

A Look to the Future
While the dinner was a celebration of the past,

Department leadership also looked to the future. Chief
Metzger said, “The opportunity to help your community,
learn and execute new skills, and be part of a professional
and dedicated team of your friends and neighbors will also
attract new people who want to be constructive members of
the community.” The challenges today are different from
those in 1955, but the need for dedicated volunteers
remains. Chief Metzger was grateful that those challenges
are being met by new members. They include: 

Carissa Pomeroy, Director of Nursing Services at the
Frost Valley YMCA. She said, “I grew up in the fire serv-
ice in Rockland County and joined as an active member at
16. I moved to Ulster County and have two wonderful boys.
Now that they're a bit older, I joined the Claryville FD to be
a role model and show them the importance of bravery,
kindness, and helping their community.”

Frederick Doot, a freelance copywriter and copy editor
who has lived in Claryville for nine years, and has camped,
hiked, swam and fished in the area for decades. He felt
especially compelled to join after last year's local wildfires,
“After too many years listening to sirens echo in the valley
and watching trucks roll by, I felt I needed to do more to
help the community and decided to join in 2025. The train-
ing, experiences, and friendships I've gained have helped
my personal wellness more than I could have imagined, and
put me in a much better place. For that I will be forever
thankful. I'm honored to be a part of such a valuable team
of good people.”   (Contd> Pg. 5-b)

Dark Sky Hospitality in Grahamsville, NY, catered the November 1,
2025 dinner that  celebrated CVFD's 70th anniversary.

Photos by Jenny Lee

Claryville Volunteer Fire Department  Celebrates 70 Years of Service(From Pg. 5)



Robert Stokes,  foreman of block production at Kingston Block and Masonry, echoed his colleagues' thoughts, “I joined
the fire department after I bought my house and planted roots. I want to be there for my community in a time of need just as
much as I'd want my community there for my family if we were in need.”
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Claryville Volunteer Fire Department  Celebrates 70 Years of Service(From Pg. 5)

L-R: New members Frederick Doot and Carissa Pomeroy in front of
Quick Attack Truck 65-51. Photo by Jim Lethohic

New member Robert Stokes standing proud in front of
Pumper/Tanker 65-32. Photo by Frederick Doot
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Joan Evans, President of the Department, commented on the important role
Associate Members play in community life. “Engagement is a fundamental part of
a volunteer fire department's role,” she said, “and events like the Pancake Breakfast,
Crafts Fair, Trunk or Treat, safety awareness at local schools and our holiday cele-
brations are central to this.”  She continued, “ours is a committed group,” and in
recognition of members dressing as Santa and the Easter Bunny, she added, “and
good-natured, too.”



The 70th-anniversary dinner served as a power-
ful reminder of the deep-rooted volunteer spirit
that has protected Claryville for seven decades
and continues to shine brightly.

Follow this link for a history of the
CVFD, 1955-2005:

 https://bit.ly/CVFD-History 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x4pdcqjpWpQu7zMCfCvHPiYTStqmyhO7/view (Above) Bob Dice's early painting for the
Claryville Volunteer Fire Department, of which Dice (June 3, 1922-Nov 10, 1996) was a founding member and its first Secretary. The

iconography carries several thousand years of heritage and obligation. It
depicts an ochre, eight point Maltese Cross on which the Claryville Fire
Dept badge sits. An early fire-wagon framed in a circle of rope or chain is
in the middle. The circle is flanked by an American eagle at the top and a
pair  of crossed bugles behind a shield at the bottom. Photo by Jenny Lee

(Left) Eighteen people attended the first meeting to form a fire
department on May 7, 1955.. They chose the name "Claryville Volunteer
Fire Department." A committee was formed to establish boundaries to
form a fire district. The committee of four included George Hotchkins and
Fred Ahrens from the Town of Neversink and Harry Bailey and Warren
Cole from the Town of Denning. The department had not purchased any
fire suppressing equipment.Photo by Jenny Lee

The Claryville Volunteer Fire Department is an IRS 501(c)3 non-
profit. Please consider making a tax-deductable
donation through PayPal or by check to:   
Glenn VanDenberg, Treasurer, CVFD
1500 Denning Rd, Claryville, NY 12725
To join, contact claryvillefd@gmail.com  
(845-985-7270)
Follow us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/claryvillevolunteerfd 
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Jennifer Pisaniello (of
Anthony) Cadet Arianah readies
a hose for packing at a simulat-

ed structure fire drill 
Photo by Jenny Lee

Cadets Arianah Hinkley and Anthony Pisaniello serve
breakfast and clear tables at CVFD Pancake Breakfast. 

Photos by Jenny Lee (of Arianah) 



Legacy Mysterious Book Report No.  154

The Red Horse
Mysterious Book Report No.  425

by John Dwaine McKenna
Published November 12, 2020

If you're a fan of WWII historical fiction, as the MBR is, and
lament the passing of the late Philip Kerr, as the MBR does, we'd
like to bring your attention to the long-running, meticulously
well-researched and award-winning Billy Boyle series by author
James R. Benn.

In his newest and just released 17th adventure, The Red Horse,(Soho Press, $27.95, 336
pages, ISBN 978-1-64129-100-2), it's shortly after D-Day and Paris had just been liberated.
But Captain Billy Boyle–the former Boston homicide detective attached to General
Eisenhower's staff-and his friend, Lt. Piotr “Kaz” Kazimierz, are both casualties of the fight
to retake the city.  Both men have been flown back to England, where they're hospitalized at
St. Albans, a secret convalescent hospital in the English countryside, where those who were engaged in clandestine warfare
and espionage go to recuperate from their mental and physical wounds in a secure environment, where the secrets they carry
will be safe from prying by the enemy.  Kaz has a life-threatening heart problem and Billy Boyle is hallucinating due to
stress, plus mental and physical exhaustion from the overuse of methamphetamines to stay alert in the days leading up to
the battle for the City of Lights, as Paris is called.  In addition Billy's lover, Diana Seaton, a British espionage agent help-
ing the French underground, has been taken by the SS and sent to the Ravensbrück concentration camp for women, along
with  Angelika, Kaz's sister and a member of the Polish Underground.

Only a few days after arriving at St. Albans, Billy sees a senior intelligence officer and patient named Holland,  who's
about to be released back to active duty, fall to his death from the St. Albans clock tower.  The authorities are listing his
death as a suicide . . . but Billy thinks he saw two people up there on the tower in the moments before Holland fell.  He can't
be certain though, because he
was still hallucinating at the
time.  

Then, shortly after a medical-
ly induced sleep cure has Billy
on the road to recovery, two more
murders take place in quick suc-
cession and he's in an almost
impossible situation; trying to
avoid suspicious hospital admin-
istrators and figure out who's the
killer, while not falling victim to
him and, oh yeah, regaining his
own health, in this twisted, sus-
penseful and surprising WWII
mystery that'll leave readers
hunting for all the other novels in
this outstanding series.  You
won't be disappointed!

Like the review . . . let
your friends know, You saw it
in the Mysterious Book
Report . . . The greatest com-
pliment you can give, is to
like us and share it with oth-
ers on Facebook.  

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Goodreads, Instagram.
http://www.Facebook.com/JohnDwaineMcKenna

http://www.Twitter.com@MB_Report
http://www.Goodreads.com/JohnDwaineMcKenna

http://www.Instagram.com/mysterious_book_report http://www.mysteriousbookreport.com
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And so it begins.  From now until Christmas there will be a
parade of craft shows, pop-up sales and holiday breakfasts and

luncheons.  I was going to
try to compile a list of them,
but frankly there are multiple
ones each weekend and
every town and community
center has them.  I gave up.

My message is not about where they are,
but WHAT they are.  The crafters are your
local friends and neighbors.  Buy from
them.  They, in turn, will buy from our
local stores and shops.  It's a micro-econo-
my that works.

I started today at the Woodstock
Elementary School Craft Fare.  I went mainly because five of my friends
were hawking their wares there.  They are crafty with needles, gem stones,
and pliers. I am a dawdler, a piddler, and a putterer who can never finish a
project, so I am an admirer and consumer of crafts. Some might say I am “
crafty” in other ways.

I hadn't planned on burying anything in particular and neither did my
friend Sue who went with me.  We actually scored big and went home happy.  

I found a beautiful baby quilt that will be for my great grand-nephew
Jamie.  I also found two things that are just perfect for my sister's birthday
next week.  Also, i bought myself a holiday door hanging with a darling
Christmas gnome will decorate my door the day after Thanksgiving.  

The cost of gifts like these is the sum of
the skill, the labor, and the creativity that
one cannot just order from Amazon.  
Especially now with CEO's racking up
billions and the minions searching for
ways to feed their families, buy and
spend locally.  It will make someone's
holiday a little bit brighter and lighter.
And a little personal retail therapy will
lift your own spirits.
My message is more about the crafters
than the crafts.  Their products are per-
sonal labors of love. 

The FamilyMemoir, PROSILIO...
... in Greek means "Toward the Sun," was writ-
ten by Carol Olsen LaMonda.  Carol writes the

column "The Olive Jar" for Ye  O l d e  Tr i -
Va l l e y Townsman.This

local author has been busy
guesting at book clubs who
have chosen this local mem-

oir as their book choice.
Feel the warmth of

“Prosilio” as you read
Carol’s memoirs cuddled

up in your favorite chair.  It
also makes a great gift!
Prosilio is available at
Amazon or Barnes and

Noble on-line as a soft or hard cover or as
a downloadable e-book for Nook or

Kindle. Go to: http://amazon.com
or http://barnesandnoble.com

and type in Prosilio in the search to order  
your copy of Prosilio
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T h e  O l i v eT h e  O l i v e
J a rJ a r

by Carol Olsen LaMonda
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Crafts
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It's KNOWvember!
Check out our Vast Collection of

Nonfiction Books
By Lisa Carroll

GRAHAMSVILLE-The evolvement of libraries has
taken centuries, starting with the first civilizations
recording their community's religious, historical and
political accounts on clay tablets and papyrus scrolls
and then safeguarding them from conflict, war or
malice. As one can surely imagine, these buildings
and collections were small and time consuming to
create. Then, as inventions like the printing press and
Dewey Decimal System came along, libraries and
their collections grew. The reasoning-and impor-
tance-of libraries grew as well. Now, while still hous-
ing for a community's vital information, a library's
purpose has evolved to include academic and intel-
lectual growth, public access and community service
and the dissemination of information to the masses. 

In that spirit-and with a collection of nonfiction
novels for children, teens, and adults that numbers
into the thousands-we at the DPL are committed to
sharing that wealth of knowledge throughout
November. Get it? November and Knowvember-I
just love a good pun! Throughout the library there are
displays of nonfiction works for everyone, toddler to
adult. If you need help finding something specific,
and with great thanks and appreciation to the Dewey
Decimal System and our software, we can find you
just what you're looking for. 

And, as a side note, with the weather getting cool-
er and the nights coming faster, it's a great opportuni-
ty to learn something new. Be that crocheting, cook-
ing, or political insights, there's a wealth of knowl-
edge sitting in our stacks begging to be read and new
skills to be learned. Personally, I really enjoy cook-
books. Just like how a string of random words can be
placed just so to make a beautiful sentence, a variety
of ingredients can be whipped together to make a
delicious dessert! It's so fun to see what others have
come across in their culinary experiences and
thought so highly of that they wanted to create an
entire book and share it with others. So, I highly rec-
ommend a walk through our cooking sections, which
is so timely, with Thanksgiving and the holidays right
around the corner. 

Speaking of opportunities to learn new things, the
rest of November at the library is going to be pretty
busy. We have lots of programs coming up. On
Thursday, November 13 from 6:00 to 7:00PM we'll
be hosting Strategies for Debt Repayment, a program
for adults interested in learning how to pay off debt
faster or more efficiently and on November 22, from
10:00 to 3:00PM, we're offering our popular 5 Hour
Pre-Licensing Class for unlicensed teens or adults

NOVEMBER 13,  2025

looking to get their license. We'll also be having the Tri-
Valley UPK students to the library where they'll take part
in a read-along, felt story, and a really cool Thanksgiving
craft. They'll also get to check out books! It's the cutest
thing watching the newcomers marvel at the huge selec-
tion of books available to them.  We'll also be wrapping up
our Fall LEGO program on Wednesday, November 19
when our young patrons (in grades UPK through first) get
to put on their engineering caps and join us for an after-
noon of building woodland animals. (Pre-registration is
required). Additionally, all month long we'll be accepting
donations of nonperishable foods for our community food
pantry. Just drop off any donations you have into the bas-
ket in our lobby. 

Then, we're into the holidays and will have a whole
new slew of activities going on. It's a busy time, both in
your lives and here at the DPL, but we always have time
to talk about great books, so if you're reading one and want
to tell us about it (so we can read it too!) stop by! I've
DNF'd (did not finish) a few recently, which I'm not par-
ticularly proud of because if I don't, I don't get to add it to
my list of 2025-2026 reads; however, there are far too
many amazing books out there to waste time on ones that
are not engaging. So, if you've read something riveting of
late, please share with me

Ben Knight
845-985-0516 • 845-665-3348

Fall Cleanups
Book Your Landscaping Jobs Now!

Trees, Shrubs, Perennials Planted
Pruning

• Shrubs • Fruit Trees • Ornamental Trees
Custom Complete Lawn Care • Edging 

Raised Flowerbeads • Mulching • Light Landscaping
Over 25 years experience 

Residential and Commercial 
Fully Insured

Firewood 
Buy from the best

Don’t be undercut by the rest
Check out our website:

“If it grows by day, have it cut & split by Knight”
http://www.bloominggreenlawnandlandscape.com
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Honoring Tri-Valley
Softball Coach Pat Burke
On Sunday, November 16, 2025

there will be a celebration honoring
volunteer softball coach Pat Burke
who passed on July 7, 2025 at the
age of 93.  It was Tri-Valley's for-
tune to have Pat as a mentor for 15
seasons.  The celebration will be
held at the Grahamsviile Firehouse
from 2pm until 5pm. Former play-
ers and their families as well as
friends and neighbors are invited to
attend and reminisce. Attendees are
encouraged to wear T-V softball
clothing and share photos.   Light
refreshments will be available.
Contact Coach Mary Feusner at
845-292-2949 for more information.

Pools
Installed
Liners 

Installed
Filters 

Installed

Pool Take 
Down & 

Take Away

Opening,
Closing &

Repair
Bought your pool/liner ON-Line

Call Us to Install It

Sullivan 180 
to Host Virtual Seminar

on Creating & Improving
Public Spaces

Planning and zoning
board training 
credits offered

[LIBERTY, NY] - Sullivan 180 will host
“Creating Great Public Spaces” on Wednesday,
December 3th at 6 PM via Zoom. Municipal
planning and zoning board members will
receive 1 training credit hour for attending. 

Shannon Cilento, Sullivan 180 Director of
Community Development and
Communications, will lead a virtual presenta-
tion on the power of placemaking; exploring
how thoughtful design of public spaces can
strengthen community health, connection, and
pride. Participants will learn how to evaluate
public spaces, discuss what makes them suc-
cessful, and discover how these principles can
be incorporated into project reviews and the
comprehensive planning process.

“Planning, zoning, and town board members
have a unique opportunity to shape the quality
of life in their communities,” said Cilento. “By
prioritizing great public spaces that are active,
inclusive, and well-loved, municipal leaders
can help build healthier, more vibrant commu-
nities for all.”

This session will be especially relevant to
planning and zoning board members, town and
village officials, and parks and recreation pro-
fessionals interested in creating welcoming,
engaging places that serve a community asset
and bring people together.

For more information or to register, visit the
Events page at www.Sullivan180.org or call
(845) 295-2680. 

Sullivan 180 is working to build a healthy com-
munity, one degree at a time, through people,
places and policy with support from Bold Gold
Media Group, The River Reporter, The Sullivan
County Democrat, Manor Ink and WJFF Radio
Catskill. Learn more at Sullivan180.org.
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https://www.amazon.com/Spirit-Sumi-Linda-G-
Comando-ebook/dp/B077H87987

Ulster County and
Partners Celebrate

Ribbon Cutting 
for Affordable Housing

at Golden Hill on
November 14

KINGSTON, NY - Ulster County Executive Jen
Metzger, together with New York State Homes and
Community Renewal (HCR), the City of Kingston,
and project co-developers Pennrose and Family of
Woodstock, will celebrate the ribbon cutting for
Golden Hill Apartments on Friday, November 14, at
12:30 p.m. at 2106 Fernway Road in Kingston.
Golden Hill Apartments, a 164-unit affordable hous-
ing project in Kingston, is a multi-site development
and cross-generational community for families and
seniors. All apartments are energy-efficient and avail-
able to households earning between 30 and 80 per-
cent of the area median income, with nearly half of
the apartments reserved for senior households aged
62 and older, and 48 apartments set aside for house-
holds in need of onsite support services provided by
Family of Woodstock, including survivors of domes-
tic violence and elderly individuals. 
`The all-electric buildings are designed to meet high
energy efficiency and green design standards, and
include a 700-kilowatt rooftop solar system.
Residents will also have access to free broadband
internet, childcare, a community garden, play-
grounds, and a fitness center.

WHEN: Friday, November 14, at 12:30 PM
WHERE: 2106 Fernway Road in Kingston

Speakers will include: 
•   RuthAnne Visnauskas - Commissioner, New York
State Homes & Community Renewal
•   Hope Knight - President, CEO and Commissioner,
Empire State Development
•   Dana Greenberg - Housing Bureau Director, New
York State Office of Temporary and Disability
Assistance
• Johanna Contreras - Chief of Staff for Congressman
Pat Ryan
•   Jen Metzger - County Executive, Ulster County
•  Dylan Salmons - Regional Vice President of
Pennrose
•   Michael Berg - Executive Director, Family of
Woodstock, Inc.
•   Peter Criswell - Legislature Chair, Ulster County
•   Steve Noble - Mayor, City of Kingston
•   Bill Calderara - President, Ulster Savings Bank
•   K. James Dittbrenner - SVP & Regional Market
President, Community Development Lending &
Investment, Webster Bank
•   Timothy I. Henkel - CEO, Pennrose

The ribbon cutting marks a major milestone in
Ulster County's efforts to expand deeply affordable,
climate-responsible housing and create inclusive,
connected communities.
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Spreading Important 

Info About
the Right to Farm 
in Sullivan County

Monticello, NY - To raise awareness about existing Right
to Farm laws, a signage initiative has been launched
across Sullivan County to remind residents of the impor-
tance of agriculture and the protections in place for local
farmers.

Eleven of the 15 towns in Sullivan County - Bethel,
Cal-licoon, Fre-
m o n t ,
R o c k l a n d ,
M a m a k a t i n g ,
Neversink, Lib-
erty, Cochec-
ton, Delaware,
L u m b e r l a n d ,
and Forestburgh
- have enacted
Right to Farm
(RTF) laws.

“These laws
are designed to
protect farmers
and promote
a g r i c u l t u r a l
activity, but
public aware-
ness remains
low,” said
Sullivan County

Planning Commissioner Heather Brown. “Many residents
only learn about these laws when a conflict arises with a
farming neighbor, often leading to frustration on both
sides.”

To bridge this gap, Cornell Cooperative Ex-tension
Sullivan County;
the Sullivan
County Agricul-
tural and Farmland
Pro-tection Board;
the Sullivan
County Division of
Planning, Com-
munity Develo-
pment and
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Management; and
local municipali-
ties have partnered
to install Right to
Farm signs
throughout the 11
towns. These signs
serve as visual
reminders of agri-
culture's vital role

in the county and aim to foster better understanding
between farmers and non-farming residents.

“RTF laws are designed to protect and promote a
farmer's ability to operate a successful agricultural busi-
ness. These laws affirm the right of farmers to engage in
essential agricultural practices without undue interference
or restrictions,” explained Melinda Meddaugh, Ag & Food
Systems Senior Issue Leader at Cornell Cooperative
Extension. “RTF laws are typically enacted at the town or
county level to support and encourage farming activities.
While the core purpose remains consistent - to safeguard
farming operations - the specific provisions can vary from
one municipality to another.

A town's Right to Farm law allows farmers to carry out
reasonable and necessary agricultural practices, provided
they do not pose a threat to public health or safety. These
laws are designed to support farming operations while pro-
moting positive relationships between farmers and their
neighbors.

“To help foster understanding, many RTF laws require
real estate agents to inform prospective buyers that they are
moving into a farming community, where activities like
dust, noise, and odors may occur as part of normal agricul-
tural operations,” added Meddaugh.

RTF laws also often include dispute resolution provi-
sions. If a conflict arises between a farmer and a neighbor
that cannot be resolved informally, either party may submit
the issue to a designated committee for mediation.
Why does it matter?

“Farmers grow the food we rely on, and Right to Farm
laws help protect their ability to do that work,”
Commissioner Brown explained. “Agriculture isn't always
quiet or tidy, but it is a critically important piece of our
community. Without these protections, farmers could face
nuisance lawsuits for simply doing what's necessary to raise
livestock or grow crops.”

“Farming is already a challenging profession. From
unpredictable weather to fluctuating market prices, farmers
navigate constant uncertainty,” added Meddaugh. “If towns
were to impose restrictive regulations, it could make farm-
ing unsustainable-leading to fewer farms and more devel-
opment. Once farmland is sold to non-agricultural buyers,
it's often lost forever, replaced by pavement instead of pro-
duce.”

“That's why it's critical to protect farmers from unrea-
sonable interference and ensure the public understands
these laws,” she said. “Everyone in the community benefits
from a strong local food system, and that means coexisting
with the realities of farm life.”

So next time you're stuck behind a tractor for a couple of
miles, take a breath, advised both Meddaugh and Brown.
That delay might only cost you 10 minutes - and it supports
a way of life that feeds everyone. Turn up the radio, enjoy
the view, and share the road with the people who grow your
food!

A person and person holding a sign AI-generated con-
tent may be incorrect.

A person and person standing in front of a farm store AI-
generated content may be incorrect.

This project was funded by the County of Sullivan. The
signs were created by the Sullivan County Division of
Public Works' Sign Shop and designed by W Design.



Coming Up   
Open Mic
Every Sunday:

DeFilippis Bakery in Monticello at 506 Broadway
presents “Every Sunday - Open Mic 11AM-1PM. Dusty David
Rosenberg and Lively Laura Garone have acted as Co-Masters of
Ceremonies for the past nine (9) years.

Frequently, Steve Schwartz, proprietor of Steve's Music Center,
located at 248 Rock Hill Drive, Rock Hill, NY shows up with his
band, with Steve on lead guitar, Kenny Windheim on bass and Eric
Nies on the keyboard. The group often accompanies and encourages
other singers and music students. Young performers receive a cook-
ie. Owner Angelo Foglia is the baker, and owner Camela is the cook.
On the menu is oven-baked Italian bread, bagels, cannoli's, cakes
and cookies with breakfast. Free Admission. Call (845) 791-4103 for
further information. 

Every Wednesday:
Heartbeat Music Hall, owned and operated by

musicians David and Theresa Trestyn, in Grahamsville at 290 Main
Street, present “Open Mic Night” from 7PM-10PM. Open Mic Night
often includes surprise traveling guests. This being their 5th year
running, and are open through Thanksgiving. BYOB. Free
Admission. Call (845) 985-5068 for further information.  

Help Shape the Future of
Midtown Linear Park

Preview the Preferred Design -
Tell Us What You Think!

Join us for the next community workshop to see how your input
has shaped the vision for the new Community Space at Midtown
Linear Park. The Project Design Team will share the preferred
design - reflecting ideas and priorities gathered throughout the
process - and we'd love to hear your feedback as the project moves
closer to final design.

Date  Wednesday, November 12
Time:  12:30 - 2:30 PM - At the Project Site (Midtown Linear Park

at Cornell Street, in Kingston. Behind Red Owl Collective)
4:30 - 6:30 PM - At Red Owl Collective (25 Cornell St, Kingston)

What to Expect:
o Explore the preferred design and tell us what you're most excited
about.
o Talk with the Project Design Team about how community feed-
back has informed this vision.
o Learn about next steps as the project advances toward final
design.

This is an important opportunity to ensure the design continues to
reflect the community's goals, values, and vision for Midtown

We'd love to hear from you in person, but if you can't attend, a
digital version of the design options and feedback form will be
available on Participate Ulster starting November 7 and remain-
ing open through the end of the month.

For more information, visit:
participate.ulstercountyny.gov/midtown-linear-park

Join us in realizing a space that brings Midtown Kingston's
creativity and community to life!
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Help your 
local business grow

Advertise locally in
The Townsman!

Classified ads - $5.00 
for the first 20 words/

20 cents each additional word 
Display Ads

1” Boxed ad (1”x3”)-
$7.50 per week  

Business card ad ( 2” x 3”) 
- $15.00 per week  

(3” x 4”) - $30.00 per week 
(3” x 6”) - $45.00 per week 

1/4 pg (4” x 5”) -$50.00 per week 
1/2 pg (4”x8”) -$80.00 per week  

Full Page - 8” x 10” - $100.00 per week
Digital Flyer Insert  - 8”x10 - $100.00/week

Sign up for quarterly billing and get 
a 20% discount

•• Full Page Flyer for 
Local Municipalities 
and  Organizations - 

one time fee- $20.00
(once the flyer is inserted 
we will publish it each week 

through the week of the event)

As in the past, there is no fee for  
advertising for our local churches  

Low  Rates  
High  Visibility!



Pumpkin Apple Muffins
with Streusel Topping

2-1/2 cups all-purpose flour  2
cups sugar

1 tablespoon
pumpkin pie spice

1 teaspoon baking soda 
1/2 teaspoon salt

2 large  Eggs, lightly beaten
1 cup canned pumpkin
1/2 cup vegetable oil
2 cups finely chopped

peeled apples
Topping 

1/4 cup sugar
2 tablespoons

all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon 

ground cinnamon
1 tablespoon butter 

In a large bowl, combine flour,
sugar, pumpkin pie spice, baking
soda and salt. Combine eggs,

pumpkin and oil; stir into dry ingredi-
ents just until moistened. Fold in apples.
Fill 18 greased or paper-lined muffin
cups three-fourths full. For topping,
combine sugar, flour and cinnamon. Cut
in butter until mixture resembles coarse
crumbs; sprinkle 1 teaspoon over each
muffin.

Bake at 350° until a toothpick comes
out clean, 30-35 minutes. Cool in pan 10
minutes before removing to a wire rack.
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Answer  on page 23 To play SUDOKO online:
https://sudoko.com

71 At the
age of
72 Nickel
(chem)
73 Perform

ACROSS

2 A bird we
will contin-
ue to see in
the
Catskills
this winter
7 Bottom
of a river
or lake
8 Bringing
about radi-
cal change
16 In  case
that
18 Large
body of
water
19 Legend-
ary god of
flocks and
herds
20 Short
sleep
21 Invis-
ible mix-
ture of
gases
23 Con-
junction
24 Keep
from spoil-
ing
26 Deep

DOWN

1 Hindu title
of respect
3 What
metal is
extracted
from
4 Works at a
loom
5
Extraterres-
trial
6 High
regard
7 Near
9 German
grandfather
10 Long
thrusting
weapon
11 Sympa-
thetic aware-
ness
12 North
America
13 Popular
fall fruit
14 Gathering
of the crop
15
Liberation
from control
17 Frozen

ering
54 Male
turkey
58 Chal-
lenges
60 Squash
and pump-
kins
62 Depar-
ture
64 Tendril-
climbing
plant
65 Toward
66 Wild
animal lair
67 I am
69 Hearing
organ
70 Process
of preserv-
ing food in
jars
73 Arid
74 Old
Norse
75 Sick
76 Small
barrel
77 Fruit
pastry
78 This
week’s
Nature
Column
bird

dish fruit pie
28 At the
center
30 Senior
(abbrev)
31 Emer-
gency Room
32 Story
handed
down for
generations
33 Village
37 Lumin-
ous heaven-
ly body
38 Source of
anything
40 Which
person
41 Cardinal
points on a
compass
43 Silver
(chem)
44 Basic
component
of all matter
46 Military
officers
47 Fall
49 Author,
–. – . Elliot
50 Con-
tained
51 Foot cov-

District
55 Bovid
mammals
56 Missing in
Action
57 Nick-name
for John
59 Philos-
opher
61 Title of
respect for a
man

crystalline sur-
face coating
18 Weep out
loud
22 Roman four
25 Small
building
27 Rusty fall
color
29 Brewed
beverage
32 A stage of a
journey
34 Sharpen by
rubbing
35 Scan-dina-
vian language
group
36 An upright
structure
39 Hearing
organ
42 Exists
44 Nut of an
oak tree
45 Frank
Baum’s magi-
cal land
46 Opening to
a passage way
48 Rutabaga
51 Turf
52 Intensity of
color
53 Election

63 Involving
three
64 Chum
68 Belonging
to the speaker

Welcome  Winter ’ s   Feathery   Fr i ends     -L. Comando
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KK ii dd ss ’’     
WW ii nn tt ee rr     ii ss
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FF uu nn     PP aa gg ee
- L. Comando
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http://www.sheeleyexcavating.com

Wednesdays from 9:30 - 12:30 
Come paint with us! 

Join this collaborative group as we create and inspire
each other.  Please bring any  art supplies that you plan

to work with to create your piece. Adults only.

Daniel Pierce LibraryDaniel Pierce Library

Your ad could appear
here for as little as 

$12 per week!
Interested?

Send us an email at
tvtownsman@yahoo.com
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LEGALS/PUBLIC NOTICES
THE TOWNSMAN

Annual Election of the 
Neversink Fire District

Held on December 9th, 2025

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual
Election of the Neversink Fire District will take
place on December 9th, 2025 between the hours
of 6:00pm and 9:00pm at the Neversink Fire
House located at 7486 State Route 55, Neversink,
New York for the purpose of electing three
Commissioners for the following vacancies;

- One, five year term, commencing January 1,
2026 and ending December 31st, 2029.

- One, two year term, commencing January 1,
2026 and ending December 31st, 2027.

- One, one year term, commencing January 1,
2026 and ending December 31st, 2026.
All voters registered with the Sullivan County
Board of Elections on or before November 17th,
2025 and residing within the Neversink Fire
District will be eligible to vote.

Candidates for District Office will need to have
filed their names and the office they are seeking in
writing with the Secretary of Neversink Fire
District, at the firehouse at Neversink Fire District,
PO Box 394, Neversink, New York 12765, no later
that 20 days prior to the election with the last day
for a Candidate to file their name in writing being
November 19th, 2025.

Dana Vogler, Secretary
Board of Fire Commissioners

Neversink Fire District
11/6; 11/13; 11/20; 11/27; 12/4

Advertisement
Please be advised that there are positions avail-
able in the Town of Denning including:

Recycling Center Manager - Part-time paid posi-
tion.  Requires completion and submission of an
Ulster County/Town of Denning job application which
is available at the Town Hall during regular business
hours.  Position available starting 1/1/26.

Zoning Board of Appeals Member - Volunteer for
remainder of 5-year term to 12/31/27 (4 hours of
yearly training)  meetings are scheduled when nec-
essary. Meetings are held at Town Hall, Claryville,
NY when required. Time and date to be determined
by Chairperson.

Planning Board Member - Volunteer for 7-year term
(4 hours of yearly training) meetings are once a
month on the 3rd Thursday of every month at 6 pm
Town Hall, Claryville, NY.

Ethics Board Member - Volunteer for 3-year term.
No training required. Meetings are on an as-needed
basis.

All Board positions require a letter of interest submit-
ted to the Town of Denning by email at
supervisor@denningny.gov or by mail at PO Box
277, Claryville, NY 12725.

Please consider volunteering for one of the open
Board Member positions to play a vital role in pre-
serving our Town's unique character.  Contact Town
Hall at 845-985-2411 for further information.

11/13; 11/20

LEGAL NOTICE
ANNUAL ELECTION OF THE CLARYVILLE FIRE DISTRICT

On December 9, 2025

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual Election of the Claryville Fire District will take place on
December 9, 2025, between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. at the Claryville Fire Department
Warren Cole Hall located at 1500 Denning Rd., Denning, NY for the purpose of electing one Fire
Commissioner for a five (5) year term, commencing January 1, 2026, and ending December 31, 2030,
and one commissioner  for a four (4) year term, commencing January 1, 2026, and ending December
31, 2029. 

All voters registered with the Sullivan County Board of Elections or the Ulster County Board of Elections
on or before November 18, 2025, shall be eligible to vote.

Interested Candidates for District Office shall have filed their names with the Secretary of the Fire District,
PO Box 22, Claryville, NY 12725, by November 19, 2025.  Please indicate which term you are seeking.
Dated November 7, 2025
Anne-Marie Kremer, Secretary

Board of Fire Commissioners
Claryville Fire District
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Daniel Pierce Library
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http://www.colonialfamilyfuneralhomes.com

ST. 
MARK'S

UMC
68 Clinton St
Napanoch NY

INDOOR
YARD
and

CLOTHING
SALE

Will be
opened
every
Friday  
from 
10 - 3

Something
for

Everyone!

Grahamsville & Sundown 
United Methodist Churches

Come and Join us for
in person Worship on Sundays.

Sundown UMC 8:30 am
Peekamoose Rd., Sundown

Grahamsville UMC 10:30 am
350 Main Street, Grahamsville

Pastor Harriet Wilkin
845-985-2283

Sundown United
Methodist Church

Thrift Sale

Sat., Nov. 15th
9 am - 12 noon

St. Mary’s and St. Andrews Church
139 S Main Street • Ellenville, NY 12740

Mass Times
SUNDAY EUCHARIST
5:00 PM Saturday Evening
7:30 AM Sunday Morning
10:00 AM Sunday Morning

(Latin)   11:30 AM Sunday Morning*
(Spanish)   1:00 PM Sunday Afternoon

*Sung Mass 2nd and 4th Sundays

WEEKDAY EUCHARIST
8:00 AM Monday through Friday

9:00 AM Saturday
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST

Schedule will be listed in the bulletin
https://smsaparish.org/bulletins

Worship Services @ 10:15 am

NOVEMBER 13,  2025

Covered Dish 
Supper
5:30 pm

Dec 6,  2025

CATHOLIC PARISH OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

(Embraces Fallsburg, Neversink, 
Sundown and Ulster Heights)

Mass Times
Sat: 4:00 PM 
Sun: 9:00 AM

Confessions may be heard by  appoinment. 
Just call 434-7643.



Grahamsville United Methodist Church
356 Main St. P.O. Box 86 

Grahamsville, NY 12740
Thrift Sale Schedule 2025

All sales are from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

Donations accepted in the thrift building on Tuesdays,
starting March 11, 2025, from 9:30 to 11:30 or by appoint-

ment. Call Ruth at 845-985-7222.
grahamsvilleumc.org - grahamsvilleumc@gmail.com   

Harriet Wilkin, Pastor

$17.5 BILLION in Lost Money
Every day New York State returns $1.5 million to those who file claims

here.   Is any yours?   To find out, go to:
https://osc.state.ny.us/ouf  or https://ouf.osc.state.ny.us/ouf

Many have checked, and sure enough after following the directions and
filing a claim,  have received a check from the NYS Comptroller's  Office.
It only takes a few minutes to find 
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ARTISTS • CRAFTERS
Need a place to show and sell your crafts?

Call us at  845-985-0501
email: tvtownsman@yahoo.com

or visit our Virtual Mall   
http://gnomehomeinc.com

VETERANS always Free search of the Archives for family or 
history of Sullivan County

at the  Sullivan County Museum,  265 Main St., Hurleyville, NY.  
For information call 845-434-8044.

SUUJI  WA TANSU NI KAGIRU
answer

Sundown 
United Methodist Church

Covered Dish Supper
Saturday,  

December  6th,  2025  5:30 pm 
at the Church Hall

Check out  the tables with Yard Sale
items 

available for sale
(Covered Dish Suppers are held the 

First  Saturday of each month at 5:30 pm  
at the Church Hall)

Ans to last week’s Crossword 

NOVEMBER 13,  2025

Check the air quality where you are at:
https://www.airnow.gov/

Nov  15th 
(weather permitting)

Dec 6th – Holiday Craft Fair

Clip & Save

Temple Sholom Fundraiser Cruise to Nassau
Leave January 11 and return to Miami on January 18, 2026. 

Single cabin -$2155; Couples-pay between $3275 and $4463 for  a dou-
ble balcony cabin with drinks and WiFi included. The higher price
includes a dedicated restaurant and a cruise long pass to the spa for two.
A $500 deposit is refundable. Each cabin will receive $100 in on-board
credit.

For further information, contact Barry Gleen at
barry.gleen@cruiseplanners.com. 

or  (516) 281-5905
All commissions from this trip donated to Temple Sholom.



Monday, November 10

o 3:00 PM - Special Meeting of the Laws, Rules and
Government Services Committee, in the Legislative
Chambers, 6th Floor, County Office Building, Kingston &
Via Legislature Livestream

o 3:30 PM (or immediately following Special Meeting
of the Laws, Rules and Government Services
Committee) - Special Meeting of the Ways & Means
Committee, in the Legislative Chambers, 6th Floor, County
Office Building, Kingston & Via Legislature Livestream

o 4:00 PM - Ulster County Economic Development
Alliance Board Of Directors Special Meeting, in the KL
Binder Library, 6th Floor, County Office Building,
Kingston, 604 Bradford Ct., Boynton Beach, FL, 33436, 44
Bingham Road, Marlboro, NY 12542 & Via Zoom, Meeting
ID:  842 3937 0367 Passcode: 781661

o 5:00 PM - Ulster County Community Services Board,
at the Ulster County Department of Mental Health, 368
Broadway, Kingston

o 6:00 PM - Public Works & Capital Projects Committee,
in the Legislative Chambers, 6th Floor, County Office
Building, Kingston & Via Legislature Livestream

Tuesday, November 11

o Veterans Day - County Offices Closed

Wednesday, November 12

o 5:00 PM - Recycling Oversight Committee, in
Legislative Chambers, 6th Floor, County Office Building,
Kingston

11/12/25 Town of Neversink  - Board Meeting
11/12/25  Denning Town Board & Business Meeting  6:00 pm Denning Town Hall
11/15/25 Grahamsville UMC Thrift Sale 9 am - 12 Noon (weather permitting)
11/19/25 Neversink Rondout Antique Machinery Association Grahamsville Firehouse 7 pm
11/20/25 Town of Denning Planning Board Meeting 6:00 pm  Denning Town of Town Hall
11/20/25 Neversink Fire District Commissioner Meeting 7:00pm
11/27-28/25 Town of Neversink Holiday  THANKSGIVING
12/2/25 Claryville Fire District Monthly Meeting 6:30 pm  
12/6/25 Sundown UMC Covered Dish Supper 5:30 Church 
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TOWN OF OLIVE MEETINGS ARE AS  FOLLOWS:
Unless otherwise noted, all Town Board meetings are held at the Town Meeting Hall, Bostock Road, Shokan at 7:00 pm.  Town
Board Meetings are the second Tuesday of each month with the audit/workshop meetings being held the Monday  preceding the
second Tuesday.
Town of Olive Planning Board meets the first and third Tuesdays  of  each month. Meetings start at 7:30 PM at the Town Hall
on Bostock Road, Shokan, NY.  You can contact the Town Building & Zoning Department to confirm a meeting date if you would
like to attend at 657-2015.  If there is nothing on their agenda, they will cancel meetings.

Town of Denning  - http://www.denning.us
Town of Neversink - https://townofneversink.org

LOCAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NOVEMBER 13,  2025

Weekly Update For The Week of
November 3 - November 7, 2025

Legislative Committee Meetings are Livestreamed at
o 6:00 PM - Ulster County Board of Ethics, at the
Ulster County Human Services Complex, Building #2,
Veteran Services Entrance, 100 Development Court,
Kingston

Thursday, November 13

o 4:00 PM - Laws, Rules & Government Services
Committee, in the Legislative, Chambers, 6th Floor,
County Office Building, Kingston & Via Legislature
Livestream

o 4:30 PM (or immediately following Laws, Rules &
Government Services Committee) - Ways & Means
Committee, in the Legislative Chambers, 6th Floor,
County Office Building, Kingston & Via Legislature
Livestream

o CANCELLED - Ulster County Resource
Recovery Agency Zero Waste Committee

o 5:30 PM - Ulster County Youth Board, at the
Restorative Justice & Community Empowerment
Center, 733 Broadway, Kingston

o 6:00 PM - Ulster County Resource Recovery
Agency Regular Board Meeting, at the Ulster County
Resource Recovery Agency, 999 Flatbush Road,
Kingston, & livestream at
https://www.youtube.com/@ucrra5008

Friday, November 14

9:00 AM - Ulster County Soil and Water
Conservation District Special Board Meeting, at the
District Office, 5 Park Lane, Highland
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Ulster County Executive Jen Metzger Calls 
for Immediate State Action on 

Prolonged Water Outage 
in Boiceville and Longstanding Failures 

by Hudson Valley Water Company
KINGSTON, NY - Ulster County Executive Jen Metzger has sent a formal letter to New York State Department of Public
Service (DPS) CEO Rory Christian urging immediate intervention to address a water outage in Boiceville that has left
residents without potable water for 22 days. The outage stems from a failure in Hudson Valley Water Company's
(HVWC) arsenic removal system - the same failure that occurred in December 2023 - and is the latest in a long history
of service breakdowns and regulatory violations.

“This is not a one-time occurrence,” County Executive Metzger wrote. “Our residents are rightly exasperated, as they
were in precisely this same situation two years ago - the same system failure and the same pattern of poor communica-
tion with customers.”

Metzger's letter outlines urgent requests for DPS and the Public Service Commission (PSC), including:
o Expedited replacement of the failed filtration media;
o Installation of a redundant filter train to prevent future outages;
o Enforcement of proper customer communication protocols;
o A public update on the status of Case 24-W-0105, including whether a temporary operator has been appointed;
o And long-term action to transfer HVWC's five Ulster County systems to a qualified owner capable of providing safe,
reliable service

The letter builds on years of advocacy by Ulster County and state officials. Since 2019, HVWC has faced numerous
complaints about water quality, service interruptions, and poor customer communication. A 2020 DPS staff report issued
49 recommendations, many of which remain unaddressed. In December 2023, the Boiceville system experienced a cat-
astrophic failure, prompting a “Do Not Drink” order. In February 2024, the PSC launched a formal investigation and
ordered HVWC to show cause why it should not be replaced by a temporary operator.

Public hearings throughout 2024 revealed widespread issues across HVWC's five systems - including Mount Marion,
High Falls Park, Pine Street-Hurley, West Hurley, and Boiceville - with residents reporting billing errors, frequent out-
ages, and unsafe water conditions. Despite repeated warnings and directives, HVWC has failed to implement lasting
improvements.

* A copy of the County Executive's letter is below:

(Contd. Pg. 26) 



THE TOWNSMANPAGE  26 NOVEMBER 13,  2025
(From Pg. 25)



THE TOWNSMANPAGE  27 NOVEMBER 13,  2025

Catskill Exotic Bird Club
Meeting Features 

Parrot Sanctuary Zoom
Presentation

Julie Murand, the founder and director of the
Gabriel Foundation, the nation's foremost parrot
sanctuary and adoption organization, will be the
featured speaker, via Zoom, at this month's meeting
of the Catskill Exotic Bird Club.  The meeting is
Thursday, November 13, at 7PM.  The club meets at
20 Crystal Street in Monticello . 

Everyone and their birds are welcome.   The
meeting may also be accessed from home via the
Zoom link  on the club's Facebook page.
Situated in Elizabeth , Colorado, the Gabriel
Foundation has as part of its mission to never turn
away an unwanted bird.    Whether you own parrots
or not, this promises to be a fascinating presenta-
tion dealing with the 30 years of caring for and
adopting out unwanted parrots.  

The Catskill Exotic Bird Club is celebrating  its
40th anniversary this year and welcomes all pet
bird owners or just those interested in them.  We
meet the 2nd Thursday every month  at 7PM at 20
Crystal Street in Monticello.  For more informa-
tion, call Richie at (845) 794-7966 or visit our web-
site at www.birdclub.com. 

With Medicare Open
Enrollment Underway,
Gillibrand Highlights

Resources Available to Help
Seniors Explore Their

Options
Washington, D.C. - Today, U.S. Senator Kirsten
Gillibrand is offering seniors a slate of resources to
help them navigate this year's Medicare Open
Enrollment period. 

During Medicare Open Enrollment, which started on
October 15, 2025 and will last through December 7,
2025, beneficiaries can make changes to their Medicare
coverage that will be effective on January 1, 2026. For
example, seniors can switch between Original
Medicare and Medicare Advantage, change their
Medicare drug plan, or add on supplemental insurance.
To learn more, seniors can visit Medicare.gov's Open
Enrollment page.  
https://www.medicare.gov/health-drug-plans/open-
enrollment

As the top Democrat on the U.S. Senate Special
Committee on Aging, Senator Gillibrand is also high-
lighting a list of resources available on the committee's
website to help seniors explore the benefit options
available to them. Some of these resources include:

o Find a health insurance counselor: Provides local,
in-depth, and objective insurance counseling and assis-
tance to Medicare-eligible individuals, their families,
and caregivers.
o Find and compare nursing homes, hospitals, and
other providers: Lists information about health care
providers and facilities based on individual needs.
o BenefitsCheckUp: Connects individuals with bene-
fits they may qualify for.

For more information and additional helpful links,
seniors and their caregivers should visit the U.S. Senate
Special Committee on Aging Resource Library.

Senator Gillibrand has worked throughout her
career to protect and strengthen Medicare. In
September, she called on the Trump administration to
halt an experiment that would allow private insurance
companies and AI tools to delay and deny care to cer-
tain Medicare beneficiaries. Earlier this year, she rein-
troduced the Improving Seniors' Timely Access to
Care Act, which would improve access to care for sen-
iors enrolled in Medicare Advantage plans. She is also
an original cosponsor of the Strengthening Medicare
and Reducing Taxpayer (SMART) Prices Act, which
would lower the cost of some of the most expensive
and commonly used prescription medications covered
under Medicare Part D
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Jay Flight SLX
2019 by Jayco

No slides
Like new! $14,500. 

845-434-5539
Leave a message and phone 
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6th



THE TOWNSMANPAGE  33 NOVEMBER 13,  2025

As Washington Republicans
Cut Off Federal Funds for
Home Heating Assistance,

Governor Hochul
Announces Protections and

Resources to Help Neww
Yorkers with Monthly

Energy Bills
• Takes Action To Ensure All New Yorkers
Already Enrolled in New York's Energy

Affordability Program (EAP) Will Continue
Receiving Their Monthly Discount While

Washington Republicans Block Federal Heat
Assistance Funds  

• Urges More Eligible New Yorkers To Sign Up
for EAP That Provides Discounts on Monthly
Energy Bills To Over One Million Households  

• New Yorkers Can Visit State's EAP Website To
Learn About Eligibility and Enroll  

• Reinforces New York State Law Preventing
Energy Companies From Shutting Off Power

To Vulnerable Households Between November 1
and April 15  

• Slams Washington Republicans for Leaving
New Yorkers Out in the Cold, Calls on

Republicans to Immediately Provide Federal
Heat Assistance Funds 

Governor Hochul today announced new protections and
resources for New Yorkers who will struggle with higher
home heating costs due to the decision by Washington
Republicans to cut off federal funding to the Home Energy
Assistance Program (HEAP) - which serves around 1.5 mil-
lion low-income New York households - as part of the feder-
al government shutdown. Even if the federal government
reopens in the coming days, Washington Republicans' deci-
sion to force a shutdown resulted in the indefinite delay of
federal funding for HEAP, and Republicans in Congress
have not yet committed to immediately restoring federal heat
assistance as cold weather approaches. Even as Governor
Hochul took steps today to protect and support New Yorkers,
she called on Washington Republicans to immediately deliv-
er the federal heating assistance New Yorkers need. 

“It's shameful that Washington Republicans want to leave
New Yorkers out in the cold by cutting off federal funds for
heating assistance,” Governor Hochul said. 
“While Republicans continue to inhumanely ignore the
needs of our most vulnerable citizens by allowing this
already record-long federal government shutdown to contin-
ue, New York is stepping up by enrolling as many house-
holds as possible in our state programs to help them receive
monthly discounts on their energy bills. But as I've said
before, no state can fully backfill these devastating federal
cuts - and with colder weather on the way, I'm calling on

Washington Republicans to immediately provide the federal heat
assistance New Yorkers need.” 

New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance
Commissioner Barbara C. Guinn said, “The ongoing lack of fed-
eral funds for the Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP), con-
tinues to put more than 1.5 million New York households at risk of
being unable to pay the high cost of heating their homes this win-
ter. We are grateful to Governor Hochul and our partners at the
Department of Public Service for taking action to protect utility
customers through the Energy Affordability Program. But with
colder temperatures on their way and energy costs continuing to
rise, the need for federal funding for HEAP has never been more
urgent.” 

New York State Department of Public Service Commission
Chair Rory M. Christian said, “Over the last decade, the
Commission has undertaken a series of actions to advance afford-
ability protections for low-income consumers across New York
State. The Utility discount programs, which are directly tied to the
federally-funded HEAP program, are the foundation of these pro-
tections. The federal government's delay in funding HEAP not
only removed a critical lifeline for helping New Yorkers keep their
heat on as cold weather approaches, it also put at risk the State pro-
gram benefits as well. That is why we are partnering with the
Governor and OTDA to ensure that utilities pause any disenroll-
ment in the State discount programs and that vulnerable house-
holds are protected.”   (Contd. Pg. 34)

Veterans Service
Agency

To Briefly Close
for Trainings

Monticello, NY - Sullivan County's
Veterans Service Agency will be

closed Thursday, November 13 and
Friday, November 14 in order for

staff to complete required trainings.

Emails and calls will be answered
during that time as staff are avail-
able, but appointments cannot be
made for those days, and walk-ins

will not be able to be accommodated.
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As Washington Republicans
Cut Off Federal Funds for
Home Heating Assistance,

Governor Hochul Announces
Protections and Resources to

Help Neww Yorkers with
Monthly Energy Bills

(From Pg. 33) At the Governor's direction, the New York
State Department of Public Service (DPS) will require New
York's major utility companies to ensure that any New Yorkers
enrolled in the State's Energy Affordability Program (EAP) will
continue to receive their discount, despite the lack of federal
funds for the separate HEAP program. This action will ensure
that New Yorkers struggling to pay their bills this winter will
continue receiving bill discounts regardless of Washington
Republicans' cruelty. Without the Governor's action, thousands
of those households would have automatically lost their
November EAP discount, since enrollment in EAP is tied to
enrollment in HEAP for many households across the state. 

The Governor urged New Yorkers to go to the State's EAP
website to check their eligibility and learn how to enroll as soon
as possible. Through the state's website, eligible New Yorkers
can follow the steps to enroll in State EAP discount based on
their utility service territory. The State's website also includes
guidance on how New Yorkers struggling with higher heating
costs can work with their energy provider to defer payments. It
also includes details on how New York State's laws are holding
energy providers accountable and protecting consumers, as well
as other key information. 

The State-funded EAPs provide customers with direct dis-
counts on utility bills. The size of discount varies by utility and
is designed to ensure that eligible households do not pay more
than six percent of their household income on energy utilities.
Bill credits are automatically applied to customer bills when
households receive a benefit from the federally funded HEAP. 

Because of the federal government shutdown, the State has
not received its anticipated federal funding to administer HEAP,
which the Department of Public Service estimates would lead to
tens of thousands of customers being automatically disenrolled
from receiving EAP benefits every month without State action.
This is because most residential customers in EAPs are automat-
ically enrolled in the program after their heating utility receives
a HEAP grant on the customer's behalf, which the utility credits
to those customers' utility bills. Generally, most utilities provide
that those customers will remain enrolled in the utilities' EAPs
as long as they received a HEAP grant within the preceding 12
months. 

This delay in federal benefits and concurrent loss of EAP bill
discounts would make utility services far more expensive for
those customers during the coming winter heating season. The
loss of EAP benefits by so many customers at the time when
their need for heat is the greatest would undoubtedly undermine
public health, safety, and general welfare, thus justifying emer-
gency action by New York State. Temperatures in many parts of
the state have plunged below freezing, highlighting the need for
heating assistance for families and households statewide. 

At the Governor's direction, DPS has initially directed the

utilities for at least the next month to not disenroll New York
households who were receiving HEAP from the state EAPs,
while the agency considers a longer pause on disenrollments.
That means the credits through the state program will continue
for the time being. 

While this action will protect tens of thousands of New
Yorkers from losing critical support at the beginning of cold sea-
son, Governor Hochul has been clear that Washington
Republicans must end their prolonged federal government shut-
down and act quickly to approve funding to support New York's
federally funded Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP). 

New York offers a robust set of programs and policies to sup-
port eligible New Yorkers facing energy-related emergencies this
winter. The New York State Home Energy Fair Practices Act
(HEFPA) provides special protections for consumers with med-
ical emergencies; or who are elderly, blind or disabled; and to all
consumers who may encounter health or safety issues due to a
shut-off during the cold weather period between November 1
and April 15. 

If you qualify for the elderly, blind or disabled protections,
you should immediately notify your utility so it can code your
account with this information should it be needed in the future.
This information will be kept in strict confidence. 

If you are threatened with a residential electric or natural gas
shutoff, contact the NYS Department of Public Service at 800-
342-3355 Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. For
more information, please visit the Department of Public Service
website at: https://dps.ny.gov/your-rights-residential-gas-elec-
tric-or-steam-customer-under-hefpa. 

Additional Alternative Resources Available to New Yorkers in
Need of Heating Assistance 
o Households lacking resources that can't afford a fuel delivery
or are facing a utility shutoff can apply for Emergency
Assistance through their local department of social services.
Anyone facing a heating emergency should contact their local
department of social services as soon as possible, so they can be
interviewed and informed in writing about the decision on their
emergency the same day they apply. 
o While this emergency assistance is provided through the
Temporary Assistance program, applicants are not required to be
eligible for ongoing Temporary Assistance in order to qualify. 
o New Yorkers unable to pay for heating fuel or the cost of
delivery that qualify for assistance can expect to get a delivery of
fuel as quickly as the same day. This would include households
that heat with oil, kerosene, propane, wood, or other deliverable
fuels. 
o New Yorkers facing a utility shutoff that qualify for assis-
tance would have their utility arrears addressed to avoid a shut-
off. 
o Districts are required to allow phone interviews to accommo-
date homebound seniors, with applications accepted during reg-
ular business hours. 
o Households are expected to first use available resources that
are not otherwise needed to make an essential payment such as
rent. 
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand said, “Washington Republicans have
needlessly shut down the government, denying New Yorkers the
heating assistance they depend on to stay safe through the win-
ter. I'm grateful to Governor Hochul for taking action to protect
New York families, and I'll keep fighting to make sure our state
gets the federal resources we deserve.”  (Contd. Pg. 35)
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Washington Republicans 
Cut Off Federal Funds for
Home Heating Assistance,

Governor Hochul Announces
Protections and Resources to

Help New Yorkers with
Monthly Energy Bills

(From Pg. 34) Representative Jerrold Nadler said, “By
cutting off funding for the Home Energy Assistance
Program during their government shutdown, Donald
Trump and Congressional Republicans are choosing to
inflict cruelty on the hundreds of thousands of New
Yorkers who rely on heating assistance. I am grateful for
Governor Hochul's relentless work to ensure New Yorkers
have access to the assistance they need to stay warm this
winter. It's time for House Republicans to return to
Washington, D.C. and work to end this shutdown.” 

Representative Joseph Morelle said, “Every family
deserves to know they can afford to stay warm this holiday
season. While Republicans in Washington refuse to put
working people first, I'm proud to stand with Governor
Hochul and our state and local partners to prioritize New
Yorkers' safety.” 

Representative John W. Mannion said, “Instead of
working toward bipartisan solutions to reopen the govern-
ment, we're seeing a refusal to negotiate, a refusal to return
to work, a refusal to abide by court orders, and the abhor-
rent weaponization of the social safety net - all while
careening the country toward a costly health care crisis just
as open enrollment begins. Blocking heating assistance as
winter sets in will endanger the health and safety of mil-
lions of vulnerable Americans, including seniors, children,
and veterans. I commend Governor Hochul for her leader-
ship and compassion and stepping up as Trump and his
enablers in Congress fail the American people.”

Gillibrand, Rickets Introduce
Legislation to Strengthen
Flood and Infrastructure

Resiliency
New York Experiences Dozens Of
Floods Per Year Resulting in More

Than $130 Million in Annual Damages

Washington, D.C. - U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
(D-NY) and Senator Pete Ricketts (R-NE) introduced
bipartisan legislation to boost long-term flood
resilience and help communities rebuild stronger after
disasters.

Gillibrand and Ricketts' Flood Protection and

Infrastructure Resilience Act would help communities
make long-term flood prevention improvements after dis-
asters, reduce the burden placed on local communities by
allowing the U.S. Department of Agriculture to increase
the federal share of funds available through the Emergency
Watershed Protection Program, and officially make flood
prevention and resilience a key priority within the
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP).

“As the climate crisis worsens and devastating floods
become increasingly common, we must be better prepared
and equipped to respond,” said Senator Gillibrand. “Our
bipartisan legislation will strengthen USDA's ability to
help communities recover and rebuild. I will keep fighting
to get this across the finish line to protect New Yorkers and
improve resiliency across the country.”

“After big floods, federal red tape often slows recovery
and delays rebuilding,” said Senator Ricketts. “These
restrictions also make it difficult to modernize the infra-
structure that keeps our communities safe. This bipartisan
bill will improve flood protection and infrastructure
resiliency. It will help communities rebuild stronger, pre-
venting future damage.” 

The Flood Protection and Infrastructure Resilience Act
would:
1. Improve the Emergency Watershed Protection
Program's ability to not only help communities recover
from flood disasters, but also make critical watershed
improvements that will help prevent damage caused by
future disasters.
2. Allow the USDA Secretary to increase the federal cost
share from 65 percent up to 90 percent under the
Watershed Rehabilitation Program, which would help pro-
vide financial assistance to projects that repair and upgrade
aging infrastructure to increase watershed resiliency.
3. Amend the USDA RCPP to include flood prevention
and mitigation as part of its official purpose and help agri-
cultural producers, communities, and nongovernmental
partners carry out regional and watershed-scale flood solu-
tions.

New York State is experiencing more frequent and
severe flooding as the climate crisis worsens. Extreme
rainfall events have increased by nearly 60% in recent
decades across the Northeast, overwhelming outdated
infrastructure that was never designed to handle today's
conditions. For example, New York City's drainage sys-
tems were built to manage just 1.75 inches of rain per hour
- yet recent storms have regularly produced 2 to 3 inches
per hour, leading to widespread flooding. 

Senator Gillibrand has long championed efforts to mod-
ernize aging infrastructure and strengthen its ability to
withstand increasingly severe natural disasters. She previ-
ously introduced legislation to establish a dedicated stream
of federal funding to improve the resilience of the nation's
public transportation systems and has called for strong
state-federal cooperation to ensure New York is fully pre-
pared to respond to wildfires and other threats.

The full text of the legislation can be found here.

https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2025/11/2025-11-03-Flood-Protection-

Infrastructure-Reslience-Act-Text.pdf
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Laura Aley's new book includes stories about people
and places from long ago.  

The book is available at the Shandaken Historical
Museum in Pine Hill for $10.00.  Not only will you want

your own copy, but Laurels by Laura will make a great gift -

The Shandaken Historical Museum is located at 
26 Academy Street, Pine Hill, NY 12465.  

The telephone number of the museum is 845 - 254 - 4460.
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NOVEMBER 2025
Colors of Autumn. Photo by Ed Ostapczuk.

Take Note of Earlier Meeting Dates During Holiday Season
Due to year-end holidays, our chapter meeting schedule has

changed for November and December. Please mark your calendars
accordingly.

Our November meeting will be held at 7 PM on TUESDAY,
November 18 at the Boiceville Inn. The chapter will set out three or
four pizzas at the start of this meeting. Have a slice on us for bearing
with the date change with such short notices. However, when the
pizza's gone, it's gone, so come on time! After the business meeting,
we'll enjoy a short story-telling night. Think about outdoor stories
you'd like to share, but keep each to five or ten minutes long. We'll
award a prize to the best yarn during this evening of fellowship and
camaradarie, but make sure it's a true story.

Our December meeting will be at 7pm on THURSDAY, December
18 at the Boiceville Inn. This will be our annual year-end holiday
party, where a light buffet dinner will be served. More details to fol-
low in December's newsletter, but for right now, please note the date.

Barry Baldigo (U.S. Geological Survey, Emeritus) and Chet
Karwatowski at the poster session during CERM 2025.

Heritage Brook Trout Study Shared with Scientific Community
at CERM 2025

Board Member Chet
Karwatowski presented the
results of our chapter's ongo-
ing brook trout project at the
recent Catskill Environmental
Research & Monitoring
(CERM) Conference, held at
Belleayre Mountain in

October. Coordinated by the Ashokan Watershed Stream Management
Program, the event was well attended; in fact it was sold out. Chet
participated in the poster session, with a presentation board designed
by Stephanie Blackman. Our poster provided the locations, process,
methodology and results of the Catskill Heritage Brook Trout studies
our chapter has conducted since 2019. Thank you Chet and Stephanie!

Chapter to Sponsor Four Kids and Teens at DEC Summer Camp
Our chapter is reserving four slots for the 2026 DEC Summer

Camps. These places will be available to male or female youths with
an interest in the outdoors. Two slots are for ages 11-13 and two are
for ages 14-17. The young people don't have to be members of Trout
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Bingo at the 
Monticello Elks Lodge 

Every Tuesday at 7 PM
46 North Street in Monticello 

For information 
contact  Past Exalted Ruler Ronni Scannell 

at (845) 701-0695

Unlimited, nor does the individual submitting a name. We
would like to send youths who enjoy the outdoors and are

interested in learning more about nature and outdoor sports.
For information on these camps, check here:

https://dec.ny.gov/things-to-do/summer-camps.
Our chapter will pay the $350 registration fee, but trans-

portation must be arranged by the individual. To nominate
someone, submit their name and age, plus a little about their
outdoor interest to John Yanzek at: jyanzek@gmail.com.

Treasurer's Report
At the end of October John Yanzek reported the chapter's

total cash assets of $20, 675.38 of which $19, 484.86 is in the
General Fund with $1,190.52 in the Conservation Fund. 

Precipitation Report
Jody Hoyt recorded 5.23” of rain in Boiceville for the

month of October resulting from five measurable rain events
with a weighted pH of 5.4.  By comparison, in October 2024
there were only three measurable rain events with 1.50 liquid
inches and a 6.3 weighted pH. Once more, thank you Jody for
your ongoing efforts collecting and tracking this precipitation
data.

Membership
If you have membership questions or concerns, or know

someone who wants to join our chapter, please contact
Russell Martin at: mailto:

rmartintu@gmail.com?subject=TU%20membership%20inqui
ry.

To join online, please use this link:  http://tu.org/join559.
Until next time,
Ed Ostapczuk
November 11, 2025
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SUNY
Sullivan

Foundation
presents

The Met:
Live in

HD 

at 
SUNY

Sullivan's
Seelig

Theatre
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Is there a better way to spend the Holidays
than with the people you love?...

YES! Spending the Holidays at Shadowland  Stages
with the people you love! 

SHADOWLAND STAGES' Holiday Show is the perfect occasion for GROUP TICKETS!

Whether it's an: office party, family reunion, girls night, boys night, girls+boys night, bowling league, knitting club,
birthday, half-birthday, unbirthday, or simply a night out for your nearest and  dearest, SHADOWLAND STAGES offers

special ticket discounts to parties of 10 or more! 

~Call the Box Office for Details~
(845) 647-5511

GEORGIANA & KITTY
~Christmas at Pemberley~

Shadowland finishes the popular Christmas at Pemberley trilogy with this fun holiday tale based 
on Jane Austen'sPride and Prejudice.

After years of being overshadowed by their older siblings, Georgiana and Kitty are ready for their own adventures in
life and love, starting with the arrival of an admirer and secret correspondent. Meddlesome families won't stop these two
friends from forging their own way in an inspiring holiday story filled with music, ambition, sisterhood, and forgiveness.

“Delivers a delight…bringing a modern sense to Austen's sensibility.”
- The Courier

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE
FRI, DECEMBER 5th at 7 pm*
SAT, DECEMBER 6th at 2 pm*

SAT, DECEMBER 6th at 7 pm (OPENING NIGHT)
SUN, DECEMBER 7th at 2 pm 

FRI, DECEMBER 12th at 7 pm
SAT, DECEMBER 13th at 2 pm
SAT, DECEMBER 13th at 7 pm 
SUN, DECEMBER 14th at 2 pm 

FRI, DECEMBER 19th at 7 pm
SAT, DECEMBER 20th at 2 pm
SAT, DECEMBER 20th at 7 pm 
SUN, DECEMBER 21st at 2 pm 

*Preview Performances 
'Tis the Season! 

~Consider a SHADOWLAND STAGES Gift Certificate~
BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT

SHADOWLANDSTAGES.ORG

PHONE OR VISIT THE BOX OFFICE: 845.647.5511
157 Canal Street, Ellenville, NY 12428
14 Market Street, Ellenville, NY 12428

. (Corner of Center Street)
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Greetings again from Kinderhook,
I hope your summer has gone well. I'm reaching back out to you to share the news that our website has been refreshed

and updated. It now features four new essays on the Founding era recently published by the Hoover Institution of Stanford
University as we look forward next year to celebrating our 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. One of
those essays is on the significance of the Battle of Saratoga, which proved to be a turning point in the Revolutionary War.
You can now read those essays for free on our website here.
https://www.thespiritofphiladelphia.com/events

We've also added links to some of our recent TV, radio and podcast appearances, relevant media coverage, and an
updated listing of upcoming events (all of these can be found on the "media & events” page). All of the new items are marked
with a green "NEW" banner. We've also updated the "what people are saying" section of the home page to include several
new endorsements of the book by Americans from across the ideological spectrum.  

As always, I'd welcome your thoughts and feedback on any of these items and/or your reactions to my new book. You
can reach me by sending an email message from the "contact us" page on the website.

Finally, I hope you are enjoying the beautiful color as our leaves change across the region and country - it's shaping
up to be a beautiful fall!
Sincerely yours,
Chris Gibson

TheSpiritofPhiladelphia.com
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Honoring Staff Sergeant 
John A. Pagliuso

It was a privilege to join local veterans, members of the
New York Army National Guard, and the family of Staff
Sergeant John A. Pagliuso in Lyons to honor his life and
service during a funeral with full military honors. A
native son of Lyons, he grew up as an Eagle Scout, a
forestry student, and a young man who loved his commu-
nity so much he planted one hundred trees before leaving
to serve our country at just twenty-four years old. Those
trees still stand today, a quiet reminder of his devotion to
his hometown.

Staff Sergeant Pagliuso served as an aerial photogra-
pher with the 405th Bombardment Squadron, 38th
Bombardment Group, in the Southwest Pacific Theater
during World War II and was killed in action over Papua
New Guinea in 1942. After more than eighty years of
waiting and praying for answers, his family's hope was
fulfilled thanks to the extraordinary work of the Defense
POW/MIA Accounting Agency and the Wayne County
Veterans Service Office, which identified his remains and
brought him home to be laid to rest beside his parents.
His courage and sacrifice remind us that freedom is never
free and that we have a responsibility to honor those who
secure it. May God bless Staff Sergeant Pagliuso, his
family, and all who continue to serve our nation.

Democrat-led Shutdown 
Entering November

The Democrat-led government shutdown has now
entered its second month, and the consequences for work-
ing families, small businesses, and national security are
growing more severe by the day. More than 40 million
Americans have seen their food assistance reduced, mil-
lions of federal employees have missed paychecks, and
small business lending, along with rural air service, is
grinding to a halt. Our servicemembers continue to work
without pay as vital national security programs remain
stalled. This is no longer political theater; it's a crisis cre-
ated by Democrat leaders who refuse to govern. While
President Trump has acted to protect our troops and keep
essential services running, Senators Schumer and
Gillibrand continue to block House Republicans' clean
funding bill. It's time to end the chaos, reopen the govern-
ment, and put the American people first.

Socialism in New York
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbW5iUJj4Rw

Socialism has taken hold in New York City, and the con-
sequences will be severe for families, small businesses, and
our state's economy. With Zohran Mamdani's victory, New
York is now the testing ground for a far-left agenda that will
raise taxes, weaken public safety, and accelerate the exodus
already hollowing out our communities. His platform of gov-
ernment-run grocery stores, rent freezes, free bus fares, and
higher taxes will destroy jobs and drive investment out of our
state. He has openly promised to replace police with social
workers and to stop cooperating with ICE and federal law
enforcement, turning New York into a destination for crimi-
nal activity. As someone who lived under a communist
regime, I know exactly where these policies lead. They trap
people in dependency, concentrate power in government, and
strip away individual freedom. What happens in New York
will not stay here. It will shape the direction of our entire
country. We must stand firm against socialism and fight for
safe, free, and prosperous communities for every New
Yorker.

As your representative in Congress, my top priority is
championing legislative initiatives that benefit you and your
families. Each week, I review numerous bills and letters,
engaging in thorough discussions with members of our com-
munity to determine which actions to support and address
your needs. Below are a few bills I recently cosponsored.

H.R. 529, the RACE Act: This bill would require states to fin-
ish counting ballots for federal elections no later than 10:00
p.m. on the day of the election. Additionally, states would be
required to certify the election results not later than 48 hours
after the election. Voting is a powerful expression of self-gov-
ernance and one of the most sacred rights we hold as
Americans. This bill enhances the systems and processes to
make elections more efficient, secure, and trustworthy. 

H.R. 591, the Defending American Jobs and Investment Act:
This bill would require the Department of the Treasury to
submit reports to Congress that list each foreign country that
has one or more extraterritorial or discriminatory taxes.
Under an international deal negotiated by the Biden
Administration, foreign countries would be able to impose
unfair taxes on American workers, making the United States
less competitive in the global economy. President Trump
rejected this deal, and this bill would help push back against
countries like China that seek to undermine our economic
sovereignty and target American companies. 

H.R. 1529, the Access Technology Affordability Act: This
bill would establish a refundable tax credit to blind and
vision-impaired people to purchase equipment that assists
them in their jobs. Specifically, this bill would allow a $2,000
tax credit for individuals to purchase technology such as
Braille note takers or screen readers. Creating better access to
these tools would empower more blind Americans to fully
participate as employees, adding jobs and allowing individu-
als to compete in the job market. 
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Blooming Green Lawn 
and Landscape Sevice 

Full time work. 
Salary based on experience. 

Call: 845-665-3348 
or 945-985-0516

tfn

Legal Secretary/Typist for busy law office 
in Grahamsville, full or part-time.

Knowledge of Computers. William Brenner, 
PO Box 369, 157 Main St., 

Grahamsville,
NY 12740. Phone 845-985-7411, 

email: williamabrenner@hotmail.com
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HELP WANTED

Classified Ads 
Only $5.00 a week!

Gnome Home 
Virtual Mall

gnomehomeinc@yahoo.com
... if you just want 

to have some
‘gnome made’ fun..

Visit the gnome’s
virtual on-line local shop

at:
http://www.gnomehomeinc.com

FOR RENT
2 Bedroom Apartment with balcony,

Tri-ValleySchool District in Grahamsville.
Available Immediately.

Call 845-985-7411

Answer to last week’s Trivia Question:  False:  It is the story of
Frank Sinatra

This weeks’ Trivia question:    What is Jack Nicholson’s prob-
lem in As Good as it Gets?

KNARF'S CLASSIC MOVIE

Patriot
Games

(1992 / Rated R / CC / 1 hr 56 min. / 4.7
out of 5 stars /
IMBd/Prime Video/Apple TV

Directed by: Phillip Noyce. Starring: Harrison Ford, Anne
Archer, Patrick Bergin, and Sean Bean.

The film is based on Tom Clancy's 1987 novel of the
same name. Former CIA Agemt Jack Ryan averts a terrorist
attack on London. One of the terrorist is killed, which sends
his brother on a mission of revenge travelling to the USA to
find Jack Ryan




