
VOL. 23  NO. 17      GRAHAMSVILLE,  NY 12740     APRIL 30,  2026
Mysterious Book Report John D. McKenna Pg  7     •   The Olive Jar Carol La Monda  Pg  8

Knarf’s Classic Movie & Trivia - Page  80

Have The Townsman delivered to your email mailbox each week and enjoy  our local news. See details on Page 25

May 2, 2026 
Journey For Sight 

Gift Bags
containing a special item

for first 25 Participants with 
Pledge Sheets

Journey For Sight 
Gift Bags
also available for 

Pledge Sheets 
26 through 50

Come Walk With Us...

The first 25 Participants to hand in a pledge sheet for the Saturday, May 2, 2026 Tri-
Valley Lions Journey For Sight Walk will  receive a special gift bag with an extra
item.  Participants 26-50 turning in pledge sheets will also receive gift bags. 

Coffee, juice, water and breakfast treats will be available at 8:15am at the
Grahamsville First Aid Squad Building compliments of our friends at The
NEVERSINK GENERAL STORE. Blood pressure checks will be available
as well for those who wish to have theirs checked by the Professionals of The
Grahamsville First Aid Squad.

It is a great time to help The Tri-Valley Lions in our fundraising efforts and for you
to mingle with friends and neighbors, and get in some good exercise while walking
around the Grahamsville Fairgrounds. 

If you have any questions or wish to obtain a pledge sheet, just call Esta Jacob at 845-
866-1579 or email ejacob4848@gmail.com. To learn more about The Tri-Valley Lions,
please contact Stephen Miller at 845-798-1981 or sgrecords@hvc.rr.com or stop by on
May 2nd.  Registration Forms and additional info about the walk can also be found in
this edition of The Townsman or at the First Aid Squad Building the morning of the Walk.  

Stay well, stay safe and looking forward to seeing you this Saturday at the
Grahamsville First Aid Squad Building for a continental breakfast at 8:15am, followed
by a group photo at 8:50am, and the Walk around the Grahamsville Fairgrounds at 9am. 
Please help us make this year's Tri-Valley Lions Annual Journey For Sight Walk the
best ever.  Thank you in advance for your support!   



OBITUARY
Jeanette Kelly

January 15, 1945
-January 26, 2026

Jeanette Kelly, born on January 15,
1945 to Silas and Ethel Kelly, passed
away on January 26 at the age of 81.

Jeannette spent a good share of her
life on South Hill in Grahamsville,
New York.  Due to an ongoing ill-
ness, she lived the latter portion of
her life at New Hope Community in
Loch Sheldrake. 

She is survived by her brother,
Paul Kelly and his wife Kathy; her
nephew Preston Kelly and his three
children; her niece April Kackos and
her 2 children; her niece by marriage
Patricia Bender and her 2 children;
her niece by marriage Tracy Dexter;
and several cousins.

Graveside service is under the
care of Colonial Memorial Funeral
Home and will be held at the
Grahamsville Rural Cemetery,
Grahamsville, NY on Saturday, May
2 at 10:30 am.  There will be a recep-
tion at the Grahamsville Firehouse
immediately following the service.  

In lieu of flowers, the family asks
that donations in Jeanette's memory
be made to the Immaculate
Conception Catholic church in
Woodbourne.

YE OLDE  TRI-VALLEY
TOWNSMAN

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER FOR 
THE  TOWN OF DENNING AND 

THE  TOWN OF NEVERSINK
Ye Olde Tri-Valley Townsman

(ISSN 1558-9013) will be  
published weekly. Subscription  rate

$40.00 per  year 
by  Gnome Home Inc.  

EDITOR: Linda Comando - 
845-985-3215  

OLIVE JAR - Carol La Monda
MYSTERIOUS BOOK REPORT - John
McKenna
KNARF’S MOVIE TRIVIA - From the
notes 
of Frank Comando
COMMUNITY NEWS - Sheila Lashinsky

Email: tvtownsman@yahoo.com  
Website: thetownsman.com
Subscription for The Townsman will be

available in PDF format and will be delivered
to you each week in your email that will be
provided by you.  The Townsman can easily
be read on a computer, tablet or cell phone.
The pages have been formatted so they can be
printed out as a whole paper or a single page.
We continue to encourage those who have
home printers, to print out a hard copy and per-
haps pass it on to a family member or friend
who does not have a computer.
.......................................................................
..

POLICY ON SUBMISSIONS AND 
LETTERS TO THE EDITORS:

1. ALL  submissions should be typewritten
or in Microsoft Word.
2. Letters should contain  no more than 300
words and must be typewritten. They may be
emailed as Microsoft Word documents.
3. Letters should offer worthwhile com-
ments and avoid libel or bad taste.
4. Letters must be signed with the writer's
own name.  No letter will be published with-
out a signature.
5. The writer must provide his/her full name,
address and telephone number (for verifica-
tion).  This  information will be kept on  file
in the Gnome Home Inc.  office. Telephone
numbers will not be published. 
6. Copies of letters or third-party letters will
not be accepted.

Opinions expressed in Ye Olde Tri-Valley
Townsman belong to the writers and are
not necessarily the viewpoint of Ye
OldeTri-Valley Townsman or its staff.

ADVERTISING   DEADLINE: 
3:00 P3:00 P.M. MONDA.M. MONDAYS –YS – FIRM FIRM 

Rates are based on Camera-ready copy.
All  advertising must  be  pre-paid unless
other arrangements have been made.

Please send your ad copy to:
tvtownsman@yahoo.com or  by regular mail
to: The Townsman, PO Box 232,
Grahamsville, NY 12740

Deadline for all submissions is 3:00 p.m.
Monday for the

current week’s issue
NO   EXCEPTIONS.  All press releases/arti-
cles sent by email should be sent as Microsoft
Word Documents.   Photos or  graphics must
be in  jpg or pdf  format

More than  ever,  thank you for your
continued support.
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DAYS OF YORE….
Today's History
April 25, 1956 

Mark Slater died April 19, 1956 at the
Hamilton Ave. Hospital at the age of 84.
He was born in Grahamsville on January
10, 1872, the son of Hiram Slater and
Helena Brundage.  He married Ethel B.
Morley on April 22, 1902 at Ellenville.  He
was a lifelong resident of Grahamsville
where he had operated three business,
namely, a barbershop for fifty years (1892-
1942), a clock and watch repairing shop
and was employed by the Bryers Funeral
Home.  He bought the business in 1916 and
operated it until 1942 when he retired.  He
is survived by his wife, one sister and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Mr. and Mrs. Horace Currey of Curry are
parents of a daughter born at Liberty
Maimonides Hospital on Tuesday, April
17th.

April 27, 1966 
Congratulations to Thomas Henderson

who caught a twenty-three and one half
inch rainbow trout on Sunday in the
Rondout.

Mrs. Florence B. Moore, 62, of
Claryville, died Sunday in Liberty Loomis
Hospital after a long illness.  Her husband,
Radford, is Claryville's postmaster.  A life-
long Claryville resident, she was born there
December 12, 1902, the daughter of Ives
and Oma Hall Barton, and was married to
Mr. Moore in 1924.  Mrs. Moore was a
member of the Reformed Dutch Church of
Claryville and of the O.E.S. #448 of
Liberty.  Surviving besides her husband is
one sister, Mrs. George Erts of Tillson and
a niece and nephew.

May  5, 1976 
Mr. and Mrs. John V. Higgins of

Sundown announce the engagement of their
daughter, Ann Charity, to John K. Johnson,
son of Mr. and Mrs. John Johnson of Valley
Falls, N.Y.  Miss Higgins attended St.
Lawrence University after graduating from
Tri-Valley Central School.  Mr. Johnson is a
senior at St. Lawrence University.  An
August wedding is planned. (Contd. Pg. 3)

On the Front Burner: Have we not all one father? Hath not one God cre-
ated us? Why do we deal treacherously every man against his brother, by pro-
faning the covenant of our fathers? MalachI 2:10



Beneficial, but  Bizarre Buzzards
With  the sun shining brightly Tuesday morning while out walking the dog, the

shadows of several turkey buzzards flying overhead caught  my attention.  When I
looked up, there were at least a dozen Turkey Buzzards
flying in large circles overhead.

This time of the year Turkey Buzzards a/k/a Turkey
Vultures (Cathartes aura) are a common sight in the
Tri-Valley area and throughout the Catskills..  We will
see them soaring in large groups 'riding heat thermals'
in the sky.  They will soar with wings held in a distinct
V-shape (dihedral) and often rock or teeter from side to
side in the wind.  You may see Turkey Buzzards near
roadsides or perched in trees.  Turkey Buzzards have
expanded their range across New York since the mid-
1900s and are now a regular sight throughout the state.

Mature female and male Turkey Buzzards look
almost identical.  Both have  long, grey-lined wings.   They have an approximate 6-
foot wingspan.  Their dark plumage, and a red, featherless head are distinctive.
Despite their scary appearance, Turkey Buzzards  are usually timid, harmless scav-
engers.  They pose no real threat to people or pets. Their primary defense mechanism
is to hiss, spread their wings, or vomit highly acidic, foul-smelling food to deter pred-
ators. 

As active scavengers they play an important part  in the
ecosystem as they feed exclusively on dead animals.
Consuming  rotting carcasses helps prevent the spread of
bacteria, including Anthrax.

Turkey buzzards usually arrive back from the south
(southern United States, Mexico, Central America, and as far
as South America) to their breeding grounds in the Catskills
in Mid-March  Turkey buzzards typically mate for life and
return to the same nesting sites each year.

Turkey Vultures don't build full nests. They may clean
out a spot in the soil or leaf litter, pull aside obstacles, or
arrange scraps of vegetation or rotting wood. Once estab-
lished many of these nest sites may be used repeatedly for a decade or more.

Females will lay 2 to 3 eggs, which are incubated for about 28 to 40 days.  Both
parents share the responsibility of incubating the eggs and feeding the chicks.

Young buzzards fledge around 10 to 12 weeks after hatching but may stay with par-
ents for several months.
More Interesting Turkey Buzzard facts:

They lack a vocal box and are generally silent, often producing only hissing or
grunting noises. They have an incredible sense of smell and can smell a rotting carcass
over a mile away; specifically they can detect   ethyl mercaptan, a gas produced by the
early stages of decay.   They have hyper-acidic stomachs that can safely consume car-
casses  riddled with bacteria and disease.

Turkey buzzards are known to defecate or urinate down their own legs, a process
called urohydrosis, to cool off in the summer. This also acts as an antiseptic wash for
their legs after walking in bacteria ridden carcasses.

Despite being massive, 2.5-foot-tall raptors, they are only scavengers and have
weak feet incapable of killing prey.

Their featherless red heads allow them to stick their heads into rotten carcasses
without ruining their feathers.

Turkey Buzzards  are actually vultures.  Settlers from Europe gave the name "buz-
zard" to the new, unfamiliar birds they saw.  True buzzards are actually a type  of hawk
closely related to North American red-tailed hawks, not vultures.

Turkey Buzzards are protected under the 1918 Migratory Bird Treaty Act, meaning
it is  illegal to kill, trap, or harm them. They are fully protected by New York State law
and cannot be hunted or taken.
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Nature Column - L. Comando 
A tribute to the memory of all of the Townsman Ladies that we have  loved so much and

lost… Peggy DeWire, Avril Pappa, Joan Hall, Polly Hill,  Joyce Lockhart, Jean Helthaler,
Karen Curry, Barbara Slater, Shirley Davis, Hulda Vernooy, Carolyn Coombe, Martha
Ahrens and Barbara Barkley. And also to the memory of Frank Comando. a/k/a Knarf
Adnamoc.

Household Hint:

APRIL 30,  2026

Deep-clean Extra Greasy 
Dishes and Pans

Give baked-on food the one-
two punch by dialing up your
dish soap with a sprinkle of bak-
ing soda. "Hot water soak, mildly
abrasive baking soda, a scrub
sponge and some elbow grease is
all you need to dissolve stuck-on
grease,"

DAYS OF
YORE….
Today's History
(From Pg. 2)    May  5, 1976

Lewis W. DePew, 71, of
Peekamoose Road died April
27th at the Walnut Mt. Care
Center, Liberty, after a long ill-
ness.  Born at Arkville Oct. 3,
1904 to Walter Lewis and Ora
Brennan DePew, he was a life-
time resident of the area.  He was
married to Dorothia McConvey
DePew.  He was a retired mainte-
nance man for the New York City
Dept. of Water Supply and Gas
and Electric.  He is survived by
his widow; a daughter, Mrs.
Dolores Huggins of
Jeffersonville; a brother, Ralph
DePew of Westport, N.Y.; five
sisters: Mrs. Dorothy Lievre,
Mrs. Evelyn Wiseman, Mrs.
Myrtle Guntlow, Mrs. Hazel
Lievre and Mrs. Marie Irwin; four
grandchildren and several nieces
and nephews.

May 8, 1986
Airman Andrew M. Knox, son

of George M. and Rose Ann
Knox of Neversink has graduated
from the U.S. Air Force security
police specialist course at
Lakeland Air Force Base, Texas.
Graduates of the course studies
systems security operations, tac-
tics and weapons training and
earned credits toward an associ-
ate degree in applied science
through the Community College
of the Air Force.  He is a 1985
graduate of Tri-Valley Central
School.



PAGE  4 APRIL 30,  2026THE TOWNSMAN

LOOKING BACK
Beatrice Akerley

Published May 7, 1988

I can recall not so many years ago, when chickens were considered
free spirits. A home was not complete in the country until you had a flock
of clucking, pecking, scratching, crowing and sometimes singing chick-
ens running around the yard. When a hen house was almost as necessary
as an outhouse! Chickens roamed about the countryside before electrici-
ty, indoor plumbing or telephones were invented. Today's chicken is only
seen through glass at Butcher Boys or some other general store.

In the good old days my dad owned a very large flock of chickens, all
colors and sizes. The first time I decided to help my dad collect eggs I was
about eight years of age. I followed him into one of the chicken coops
with a little pail and those evil eyed hens just sat on their nests glaring at
us, daring us to come closer. I didn't want my delicate hands being pecked
by those evil eyed hens who diligently guarded their nests. Repeatedly, I
tried to slide my hand under her only to retreat from her pointy beak.
Finally, my dad lost his patience with my hide-and-seek antics and
uprooted several hens from their nests. The coop seemed to explode with
swirling feathers and squawking, angry chickens as daddy announced
"Now Bea, you can pick up your eggs." I was thrilled and I soon filled my
pail with white, tan and brown eggs which were very fresh indeed.

Out of my dad's large flock of chickens, one little white leghorn was
my pride and joy. When I went outside, she always saw me and came run-
ning just like a puppy. She loved peanuts and that was one item that I
could have as many as I wanted from our store.

Quite often I filled my apron pockets then went outside and.sat on the
steps. All too soon she would come running to share my peanuts.

Just a plain little white hen but very special to me. Many times during
the summer, hens would steal away to lay eggs in secret hiding places and
then come walking out proudly with several cute little balls of fluffy
chicks tagging along, so happy to be alive.

So where have the chickens gone? They have short lives as mass pro-
duced commodities of large commercial operations. Fortunately, "a
mighty few" still demand respect at events such as the Grahamsville Fair
every summer and to me they continue to roost in my childhood memo-
ries. Perhaps they will be seen as free spirits once again, sometime, some
place roaming around for they deserve it.

Fallsburg CSD Announces Class of 2026 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian

FALLSBURG - The Fallsburg Central School District is proud to announce its
Class of 2026 valedictorian, Andrew Bensimon, and salutatorian, Douglas
Medina Carcamo Jr. Andrew and Douglas will graduate with overall grade point
averages of 99.60 and 99.10 respectively.

Upon graduation, Andrew plans to attend Pace University, where he will
major in English. At Fallsburg, he was an active member of Drama Club, even
serving as its president for some time. He was also involved in the school's robot-
ics team, junior math team, and Dungeon's & Dragon's club. He also served as a
class representative and Chief Justice of the Student Government Association. In
his free time, he enjoys Pokémon, acting, and analyzing film and literature. 

Douglas is currently undecided on his college choice, but has expressed
interest in attending SUNY Stony Brook and SUNY Oneonta. However, he plans
to study Biology. Douglas was a member of the school's varsity golf, soccer, and
volleyball teams. In his free time, he enjoys playing soccer and video games with
his friends.

The Fallsburg Central School District congratulates Mr. Bensimon and Mr.
Medina Carcamo Jr. on their outstanding achievements and wishes them contin-

ued success in all their future endeavors.
The Fallsburg Central School District is proud to announce their Class of 2026 valedictorian and salutatorian. The press release and

photo regarding that announcement are attached below. Thank you and have a happy Monday!

(Left to right) Douglas Medina Carcamo Jr. 
and Andrew Bensimon

COULD THIS 
BE THE END OF

AN ERA?
The Tri Valley area has observed the tradition of

conducting Flag Exchange Ceremonies sponsored
by the Grahamsville Rural Cemetery Association
on Memorial and Veterans' Days since the 1980s
when Peggy and Don Hill started them. This tradi-
tion has had several MCs such as Don and Peggy,
Miles Ellison, Carol Furman and myself.  The cer-
emonies have gone on in snowy, rainy, hot and cold
weather without fail. I believe the only year that we
did not do it was during COVID.

I am putting out a call for volunteers to perform
the flag ceremonies, as Boy Scout Troop 97 has
graduated its last Scout to Eagle status and no
longer has any members. It is a bittersweet moment
in time but I have to say that I am very proud of the
scouts for completing the Eagle program, it is a
great accomplishment. 
As the saying goes “Once an Eagle always an
Eagle”. I am asking for any Eagle Scout young or
seasoned within our community to volunteer an
hour of time twice a year to help us continue this
great tradition of recognizing brave Veteran's that
have given years of their life or the ultimate sacri-
fice of their lives in service.

In the past the Girl Scouts and local Veterans
have also participated in the ceremonies. If there is
anyone with flag exchange and color guard experi-
ence, I welcome them to sign up. Please contact me
via text or leave a message at (845) 798-8467 by
May 8, 2026.
Sincerely 
Geri Gorton
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Rare Book Repair Demonstration
By Cara Schlesinger of Faenwyl Bindery

Thursday May 7, 12:30 p.m.
at the Daniel Pierce Library, St. Rt. 55 in Grahamsville

[Grahamsville, N.Y.] On Thursday, May 7 at 12:30 p.m., the Daniel Pierce Library and the Time and the
Valleys Museum are co-hosting a Rara Book Repair
Demonstration at the Daniel Pierce Library Community
Room.  

Book conservator Cara Schlesinger of Faenwyl Bindery will
discuss best practices in book preservation that we all can engage
in, including proper handling of books, environmental monitor-
ing, and protective housings. She will also present simple and
effective methods of addressing damage including torn pages,
repairing loose or split hinges, and bumped corners, and will
demonstrate how to make starch paste-a time-tested adhesive
relied upon by bookbinders and conservators worldwide, and a
range of repair techniques:

Museum and Library Members and Staff: FREE,  Non-
Members: $10. Admission to the program also includes light
refreshments. 

About the Speaker:  Cara Schlesinger, the proprietor of Faenwyl
Bindery, is a bench-trained bookbinder and book conservator.
She's spent years as a caretaker of rare, valuable, and beloved
books and ephemera, with two key goals: preserving their
integrity and longevity as treasured objects, and ensuring the
ongoing safe use of the information they contain-whether that
information is literary, artistic, historical, scientific, photograph-
ic, or sentimental. She treats each piece entrusted to her with
respect and care, always bearing your priorities in mind. Cara has
provided conservation services and/or custom boxes to the
Metropolitan Museum of Art's Thomas J. Watson Library,
Columbia University Libraries, Peabody Essex Museum, Grolier
Club, and numerous private libraries, religious institutions, serious collectors, and antiquarian book and antiques
dealers.

About the Time and the Valleys Museum: Connecting Water People and the Catskills, the Museum is open
Memorial Day through September, Saturday and Sunday, noon to 4 p.m., and other times by appointment. Located
at 332 Main Street in Grahamsville (St. Rt. 55), Sullivan County, admission for adults is $10, children under 16
$2, and children under six are free.  

Museum exhibitions are interactive and both fun and educational for all ages:  
o Water and the Valleys, an exhibit on the history of the Rondout and Neversink watershed area from early geo-
logical times to the 20th century. This exhibition includes interactives such as a Native American artifact guess-
ing game, grinding corn with a mortar and pestle, videos and more.  
o Tunnels, Toil and Trouble: New York City's Quest for Water and the Rondout-Neversink Story, an interactive
exhibit on NYC water supply system and the towns that were removed to build the system, which includes com-
puter interactives, games, puzzles, videos and building a dam and tunnel. 
o 1930s Lost Catskill Farm, a farmhouse, outhouse, barn, electric plant, milk house, working waterwheel and
many other buildings help visitors experience life in the 1930s through displays, videos, games and hands on
activities.

The Time and the Valleys Museum is proud to be a Blue Star Museum, providing free admission to active
duty military members (with ID) and up to five family members. For more information call 845 985-7700, e-
mail info@timeandthevalleysmuseum.org or visit www.timeandthevalleysmuseum.org. To schedule a field trip for
schools, or group tour for children or adults, please call 845-985-7700.
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Sullivan County Manager Serves as Northeast VP
of National Association of County Administrators

Washington, DC - Sullivan County Manager Joshua Potosek has been named the Northeast Regional Vice President of the
National Association of County Administrators (NACA). In this role he serves as NACA liaison with county administra-
tors in New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts,
Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine, Maryland, Delaware and the District of Columbia.

“NACA provides valuable practical solutions and networking for me and my colleagues
who oversee the operations of county governments nationwide,” Potosek remarked. “Having
benefitted from NACA's nuts-and-bolts approach to leadership issues, I'm proud to be intro-
ducing other municipal administrators to their apolitical advice, support and education.”

NACA also advocates for counties at the Federal level, and Potosek joined their recent
Executive Committee meeting in Washington, DC as part of a National Association of
Counties conference.

“NACA is relentlessly issues-oriented, offering real-world ideas and moderated best-
practices webinars, among other useful services,” he explained. “Similar to my membership
in the National Association of Counties and the International City-County Management
Association (ICMA), NACA gives me insight into how other county leaders are addressing critical issues, and allows me
to share our best practices with them, as well.”

NACA's mission is to encourage professional excellence and to improve the management of county government via:
o Sharing knowledge, information, and experience among the members of the association. 
o Assisting counties with the establishment or improvement of effective county administration in the United States. 
o Encouraging continued professional development of county administrators. 
o Developing and maintaining a professional association with the International City/County Management Association
(ICMA) in order to assist NACA and ICMA to achieve their general goals and objectives. 
o Assisting the National Association of Counties (NACo) on matters having an impact on county government.

For more information, visit www.countyadministrators.org. 

Calling all Quilters!
On Saturday, May 30 at 9:00 am the doors open at the Cornell Cooperative Extension in Liberty, NY, when the Calico

Geese Quilters will hold its Block-of-the-Month get-together. The workshop begins at 9:30. 
If you are a quilter, or would like to become one, this meeting is for you!

What does Block-of-the-Month mean? A block is a repeated section of a quilt. It
can be a square, a triangle, a hexagon, or any other shape that will fit together with
other similar shapes to make a quilt.
The size of the blocks can be whatever the quilter
would like. The colors are left to the quilter's imagi-
nation or whatever fabric scraps, preferably cotton,
are available. Hopefully, the quilter coordinates the
colors so that the end result is pleasing to the eye.
Every month on the last Saturday, the Calico Geese
Quilters Guild
gathers at the Cornell Cooperative Extension building
in Liberty New York to cooperatively make a quilt.
Nancy Michel, the workshop organizer, coordinates
fabric so that attendees only have to sew the precut kit
together to make the block of a given size and shape.
Experienced quilters may come and learn a new technique from Ms. Michel. She
then takes the blocks home and sews them into a quilt top. The results are stunning!
Attendees are requested to bring a portable sewing machine, neutral thread, and a

good quarter-inch guide. Ms Michel provides all materials and instruction, so even beginners can participate in the
Saturday seminars. All are invited to join in the fun.

The finished quilts are donated to local charities such as The Federation for the Homeless, United Way, New Hope
Manor. The Calico Geese Quilters also sponsors a  yearly raffle as a fundraiser. Tickets for the raffle are available by call-
ing the Cornell Cooperative Extension at (845) 292-6180.

For further information, call Adrienne Hloderwski 315-439-8144 or email Adrienne.hloderwski@gmail.com.



Legacy Mysterious Book Report No.  178
The Last Hunt 

Mysterious Book Report No. 404
by John Dwaine McKenna

PublishedApril  30,  2020

A series of fortunate events brought our attention this week, to an awe-
some crime fiction novelist and master of the thriller genre.  His work is inspired,
captivating and totally entertaining as he weaves a complex plot together in such
an electrifying manner that the reader just can't put the book down.  If you're
craving an intricate, well-plotted suspense novel full of twists and turns that makes you think, South
African author Deon Myer has everything you're looking for.  His newest, The Last Hunt, (Grove
Atlantic, $27.00, 374 pages, ISBN 978-0-8021-5692-1) is his thirteenth, and most powerful novel to

date, because it deals with political corruption at the national level and the kleptocracy which accompanies it. 
The story begins when a cold case file is given to Captain Benny Griessel and his partner, Captain Vaughan Cupido of the

Serious and Violent Crimes Unit of the South African Police Force.  It's an elite group of criminologists, known simply as 'The
Hawks.'  When Cupido asks, “Why are we being tasked with something like this?”  The answer is succinct: “Because we are the
best . . .” The Hawks are also the least corrupted, or 'captured' as the ones on the take are called.  That's important.  Because the
cold case murder of a private detective named Johnson Johnson on The Rovos the world's most luxurious train, as it journeys from
Cape Town to Pretoria is just the beginning of what turns out to be a deep dive into murder, political intrigue and the awakening
of an entire nation to the notion that the ideals which sparked a revolution and set them free from apartheid has been hijacked and
sold out for greed.  

At the same time that Griessel, Vaughan and the Hawks are trying to sort out the Johnson Johnson murder, a fifty-five year old
South African man named Daniel Darret is living quietly in Bordeaux, France.  He's working as a humble tradesman, apprentic-
ing to a master antique restorer, trying to leave the revolutionary life he once led behind, and live out his days in quiet peace.  Then,
out of the blue, a comrade from Daniel's old life reappears and begs him to do one last job, using his special skill set to strike back
at a corrupt regime.

Daniel Darret's decision and his
actions will then collide with
Benny Griessel and Vaughan
Cupido's murder investigation and
leads to a stunning, electrifying
and shattering conclusion that will
leave the reader gasping for their
next breath!

Deon Myer's works have been
translated into twenty-seven lan-
guages, several TV and movie dra-
mas, and a truckload of literary
awards.  He's an author other writ-
ers envy and wish they could be
like when they grow up . . . an
added bonus, our interview with
him is attached.  We hope you
enjoy it!

Like the review?  Let your
friends know, You saw it in the
Mysterious Book Report, because
the greatest compliment you can
give is to share our work with oth-
ers.

And Hey!  When you have a
moment, please check out our
secure, all brand-new and com-
bined website that's redesigned,
prettier, simple to use, and makes it as easy as pie to send us your comments!  Please do.  We're looking forward to hearing from
all of you.

http://www.Facebook.com/JohnDwaineMcKenna
http://www.Twitter.com@MB_Report

http://www.Goodreads.com/JohnDwaineMcKenna
http://www.Instagram.com/mysterious_book_report http://www.mysteriousbookreport.com
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M e x i c o
Beach is
the undis-
c o v e r e d
beach that Hurricane Michael destroyed in 2018,
and it came back on steroids.  Residents rebuilt
better and safer.  

The beach here is made of confectionery sugar
sand curled up
in the Florida
panhandle like
a pure white
kitten napping
in a comma
around the
Gulf of Mex-
ico.  

I am here with my husband
on a vacation of love and heal-
ing.  
The salt water heals.  Perfect
weather, sunshine, and salty air
heals.  Seeing family and friends
here heals.  
So this week I am sending love,
peace, and healing in messages
written in sand that the lapping

The FamilyMemoir, PROSILIO...
... in Greek means "Toward the Sun," was writ-
ten by Carol Olsen LaMonda.  Carol writes the

column "The Olive Jar" for Ye  O l d e  Tr i -
Va l l e y Townsman. This local author has been
busy guesting at book
clubs who have chosen

this local memoir as their
book choice.  Feel the

warmth of “Prosilio” as
you read Carol’s mem-
oirs cuddled up in your
favorite chair.  It also

makes a great gift!
Prosilio is available at
Amazon or Barnes and
Noble on-line as a soft
or hard cover  or  as  a

downloadable  e-book for Nook or Kindle.
Go to: http://amazon.com

or http://barnesandnoble.com
and type in Prosilio in the search to order  
your copy of Prosilio
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T h e  T h e  
O l i v e  J a r  O l i v e  J a r  
by Carol Olsen LaMonda

Beach
Therapy

APRIL 30,  2026

http://amazon.com
http://barnesandnoble.com
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Ben Knight
845-985-0516 • 845-665-3348
Spring Cleanups

Book Your Landscaping Jobs Now!
Trees, Shrubs, Perennials Planted

Pruning
• Shrubs • Fruit Trees • Ornamental Trees
Custom Complete Lawn Care • Edging 

Raised Flowerbeads • Mulching • Light Landscaping
Over 25 years experience 

Residential and Commercial 
Fully Insured

Firewood 
Buy from the best

Don’t be undercut by the rest
Check out our website:

“If it grows by day, have it cut & split by Knight”
http://www.bloominggreenlawnandlandscape.com

Spring Programs Galore
at the DPL: 

May is Jam Packed with
Awesome Programs!

By Lisa Carroll

GRAHAMSVILLE-It's been such a beautiful, wonderfully
busy, week here at the DPL, with the Spring Children's
Program in full swing, our visits from the Tri-Valley
Elementary first grade classes and our end-of-April programs!
And, with a deep breath, we're jumping right into May.

The Ultimate Discount Cards are back! For $20 each, you
can pick from any of six areas: Ellenville, Kerhonkson,
Kingston, Liberty, Middletown or Monticello, and a special
one, called Power Buy, which covers additional Middletown
restaurants and businesses, or you could purchase a combina-
tion of cards. It's a great way to see a little savings and to try
out local restaurants and businesses.

Our Spring Children's LEGO programs are starting back
up soon. There are separate registration links on our website
based on which program your child qualifies for. Please note
that these programs will all start at 3PM and end at 4PM. The
first, Zip Line Basics & Rider Design on Wednesday, May 6,
is for students in grades 4-6. During this program, participants
will design a LEGO rider that can attach to the zip line and fly
down safely, unassisted, and remain intact. The second LEGO
program, for students in grades 2-3, is Spring Animal
Architects, on Wednesday, May 20. For this program, students
will be tasked with designing and building an animal habitat
that protects a springtime animal from wind or rain. Our third
LEGO program is Animals Wake Up, designed for students in
UPK-first grade, on Wednesday, May 27, where attendees will
build little LEGO animals like frogs, birds, bees or butterflies
and a backdrop that tells a “day in the life of…” story. Our
final LEGO program, Baby Animals in Spring, will be on
Wednesday, June 3, for children three or four years old. This
program will have our youngest participants exploring the joy
of spring through hands-on activities; building LEGO animals
and exploring through play. For just this program, a parent or
guardian must be present. For the first four, participants can
take the bus from the school to the library, if the
parent/guardian wishes. Arrangements just have to be made
with the elementary main office (parents need to send in a note
to the main office no later than the Monday before the pro-
gram). Registration is open to Tri-Valley residents.

On Thursday, May 7 at 12:30PM we're co-hosting a book
repair program with the Time and the Valleys Museum. Join
book conservator, Cara Schlesinger as she takes us through the
art of book repair. Cara will be discussing the best practices in
book preservation, including but not limited to: proper han-
dling, environmental monitoring and protective housing. She
will also demonstrate how to address repairs, namely: bumped
corners, torn or detached pages, spine detachment, loose joints
and so much more. There is a suggested $10 donation and
advanced registration is required.

Our second Gardening Club informational session will be
on Thursday, May 14 from 6:00-7:00PM. Thank you to all
who were able to attend our first one. The second session will
expand upon topics discussed during the first; chiefly, empow-
ering attendees with the knowledge and confidence to go forth
and conquer their inner gardening dreams. Eve Minson, food-

scape designer, educator and farmer with over 30 years of experi-
ence in growing, ecological landscaping design and community-
based food systems, will take participants through the many
nuances of designing, starting and harvesting a garden, regardless
of size and experience level.

Then, on Tuesday, May 19 from 3:00-4:30PM, we're holding a
teen paint and sip after-school program for Tri-Valley teens in
grades 8-12 where they will get to paint a drink container. Get
ready for lounging pool side with these fancy glasses! No experi-
ence necessary as local artist, Robin Raykoff, will take partici-
pants through the steps to create a beautiful masterpiece. If you'd
like to take the bus here from school, please just have a parent or
guardian send a note to the secondary school main office by May
12. Don't worry adults! We have a paint & sip program just for
you. Join us on Thursday, May 21 from 6:00-7:00PM for a fantas-
tic night. With a refreshing drink in one hand and a paintbrush in
the other, get ready to have fun! No experience is needed as Robin
Raykoff, local artist, will be on hand to give step-by-step guid-
ance. This program is only open to Tri-Valley adults. Space is lim-
ited and there is a $10 supply fee, so please register online as soon
as possible. 

Rounding out our May calendar, we're hosting a Red Cross
blood drive on Friday, May 29 from 9:00AM to 1:00PM. Please
go to redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED-CROSS to schedule
your appointment. 

Whew…there's a lot going on this spring and so much more in
the works for the summer. As always, keep tabs on what the
library is up to through our website or social media platforms.

http://www.bloominggreenlawnandlandscape.com
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Do you have any postcards that you wonder about?  Would
you like to know how old they might be, or what location
they show or refer to?  Are they valuable?  How should you
store them safely?
Join us at Time and the Valleys Museum on Sunday May
3rd at 2 PM for a program to be presented by John Duda
from the Kaaterskill Post Card Club. He will be able to help
you out.
Postcards were first issued by the government.  These had

no art or photos, but rather an imprinted 1 cent stamp with
room for the address and space on the back for a message.
The era of private cards started with advertising and
Exposition cards, beginning with the Chicago Exposition of
1873.  These cards were colorful art work and pieces of his-
tory, and may have led to the birth of postcard col-
lecting.
Many people still may send postcards when on
vacation.  I was at Jamestown and Colonial
Williamsburg for a week in the early 2000's and
sent one home to my family.  I returned long before
the card got there!  That is not how it was in earli-
er times.  Postcards costing only 1 cent to mail
often arrived at their destination within 24 hours!
They were the phone calls of the day, and one
could arrange for a carriage to pick them up at the
train station or plan a date for tomorrow's dance.
They also were the greeting cards for holidays, or a
quick reminder to the one we loved how much we
cared.  And they were often very beautiful with col-
orful artwork and gold leaf attached.  No wonder
they were kept as family treasures! 
My Grandmother Loretta Cypert Bertholf (1894-
1971) kept her cards, and after her death my cousin Martha
Allison TerBush arranged them in a beautiful album which
we display every summer at our annual family reunion.

She had
birthday greetings, as well as Thanksgiving, Christmas, New
Years and Easter postcards, all with beautiful embossed art
work that glitters still.  She also had photo postcards of her
travels or of local landmarks or happenings such as the huge
Monticello fire or a flood on the Neversink River.  The most
precious to our family are the cards she exchanged with her
beau Ben Bertholf from 1910 to 1916, and the card which
showed what her childhood home looked like.  

As was common in those early days of the 20th
century, many local farmers opened their homes as
boarding houses in the summer months.  As adver-
tising, cards showing them were issued. These
cards have preserved the homes for local historians.
The house of my grandmother shown on that post-
card is the only image we have of it when it was a
boarding house. 
At the museum, we have a large collection of these
important cards, carefully catalogued by our staff
and archivally stored.    A featured collection that
we have assembled is one that features the cards of
famous Sullivan County photographer Otto Hillig.
He took photos of local landmarks, news events
and precious formal portraits that were often sent
as postcards to family far away.   
The era of postcards may have ended, but the sto-

ries they tell continue.  We can still come upon a
new view that adds to our knowledge.   Some of what we
have collected at Time and the Valleys will be on display.
My grandmother's collection will definitely be there.
Perhaps you possess some important history in your collec-
tion of postcards.  Bring your collection or your questions,

and join us on Sunday to learn more about the fascinating
hobby of postcard collection and its importance for the
preservation of history.

CONNECTING WATER, 
PEOPLE 

AND THE CATSKILLS
News From Time & the Valleys Museum # 12
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Take Guided
Walks Along the
D&H Canal and
O&W Railroad

Trails
Summitville, NY - This spring,
join Kerron Barnes as he guides
you along parts of the D&H
Canal Linear Trail and O&W
Rail Trail in Wurtsboro and
Summitville, speaking of the his-
tory of both trails, or accompany
Dr. Walter Jahn in studying birds
and local wildlife along the canal! It's easy to
immerse yourself in history, nature, and wildlife
through these easy, almost entirely flat journeys. 

The first walk is scheduled for Saturday, May
2, led by Kerron Barnes. This walk will meet at
Hornbeck Basin Park, 3346 Route 209,
Wurtsboro, at 10 a.m. and will be approximately
3.5 miles long. 

The second walk is set for Sunday, May 24,
again led by Kerron Barnes. This walk will meet
at 1 p.m. outside the D&H Canal Interpretive
Center, 16 Bova Road, Summitville, and will be
approximately 2 miles long. 

A Nature Walk will be held on Sunday, June 14
from 8-9 a.m., led by Dr. Walter Jahn.
Participants will meet outside the D&H Canal
Interpretive Center, 16 Bova Road,
Summitville, and learn more about the birds
and wildlife found along the canal. 

These events are free! Advance registration
is suggested, as space is limited. Email
scparks@sullivanny.gov or call 845-807-0287
to register. 

The D&H Canal Interpretive Center opens
May 22 and will continue to be open Fridays-
Sundays from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. through
September 7. 

Additional events are posted at
www.sullivanny.gov/Departments/ParksRecreatio

n/DelawareHudson. 
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https://www.amazon.com/Spirit-Sumi-Linda-G-
Comando-ebook/dp/B077H87987

SUNY Ulster
String Ensemble
Spring Concert 

On Wednesday, April 29 at 7:30 pm
MISU Director, Anastasia Solberg, will be
directing the SUNY Ulster String Ensemble
in their Spring Concert. The ensemble will
perform music by Arcangelo Corelli, Bela
Bartok, and Shin-Itchiro Yamamoto. 

The College Chorus and the African
Music Ensemble will also be performing at
this concert. 

The concert will be in the Quimby
Theater at the Stone Ridge campus.  

https://www.amazon.com/Spirit-Sumi-Linda-G-Comando-


School Bus Safety
Program Moves Forward

with Ulster County
Legislative Approval

KINGSTON, NY - The Ulster County Legislature this
evening passed a local law, proposed by County Executive
Jen Metzger and the Legislature's Law Enforcement &
Public Safety Committee Chair Deborah Clinton (D-16,
Gardiner/Plattekill), establishing a Countywide program
to deter illegal passings of stopped school buses using stop
arm safety cameras. School districts can opt in to the pro-
gram through an Intermunicipal Agreement with the
County.

In New York, an estimated 50,000 motor vehicles ille-
gally pass school buses on a daily basis, according to the
Governor's Traffic Safety Committee, putting children's
lives at risk when they cross the street to get on the bus in
the morning and return home at the end of the day. Ulster
County will partner with BusPatrol, a vendor used by
other counties in the region for the program, to install
camera systems on school buses in participating school
districts and administer the program.

The new program is one of a number of road safety ini-
tiatives launched by the County Executive over the last
two years. Others include annual “Safe Start to School”
and “Safe Start to Summer” road safety awareness cam-
paigns and the purchase of radar speed signs for municipal
use to slow traffic and to capture speed data.

“Illegal passings of stopped school buses occur on an
almost routine basis, endangering the lives of children
crossing the street to and from the bus,” said Ulster
County Executive Jen Metzger. “In partnership with
school districts, the new program will combine public education and robust enforcement to greatly reduce illegal passings and
ensure the safe delivery of our kids to school and back home again.” 
County Executive Metzger helped pass the state-enabling legislation for school bus stop-arm camera programs when she served
in the State Senate in 2019.

“Protecting our children is a responsibility we all share,” said Legislator Debra Clinton, Chair of the Law Enforcement and
Public Safety Committee and sponsor of the legislation. “Stop-arm cameras are a practical, proven way to increase driver aware-
ness, improve accountability, and prevent the dangerous behavior of passing a stopped school bus. This is about creating safer
roads and making sure every student gets to school and home safely. I look forward to seeing them implemented on school buses
throughout the County.”

“As a parent, I understand that every family expects their child to get to and from school safely,” said Everett Erichsen,
Commissioner of Emergency Services for Ulster County. “This program is a practical step to help reduce dangerous behavior
around school buses and support safer conditions for our kids.”

“This is about protecting kids, plain and simple,” said Peter Criswell, Chair of the Ulster County Legislature. “Stop-arm cam-
eras are a proven way to reduce dangerous passing and save lives, and we're pleased to join our neighboring counties in adopting
this approach. Together, we're sending a clear message: in Ulster County, student safety comes first.”

Potential violations captured by the camera systems will first be reviewed by BusPatrol, and an evidence package will then be
sent to a technician with law enforcement experience in the Ulster County Department of Emergency Services, who will make the
final determination on issuing a violation. For the first 30 days of the program, only warnings will be issued to drivers. After the
first 30 days, fines will be issued for violations; however, no points will be added to drivers' licenses.

The County's share of revenue from the program will be used to support staff time to review evidence packages and to fund
traffic safety education and related initiatives. BusPatrol will cover all equipment, installation, signage, maintenance, program
management, and customer service costs. The program involves no out-of-pocket costs for the County.

Ulster County will also create a publicly accessible webpage through the Department of Emergency Services outlining the pro-
gram, including the warning period, violation review process, fine structure, contest procedures, and chain of custody protocols.

Data collected from the program will also help the County identify corridors with repeated violations and evaluate whether
additional engineering or traffic calming measures are needed.
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Pools
Installed
Liners 

Installed
Filters 

Installed

Pool Take 
Down & 

Take Away

Opening,
Closing &

Repair

Bought your pool/liner ON-Line
Call Us to Install It
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gnomehomeinc.com

http://www.sheeleyexcavating.com

Wednesdays from 9:30 - 12:30 
Come paint with us! 

Join this collaborative group as we create and inspire
each other.  Please bring any  art supplies that you plan

to work with to create your piece. Adults only.

Daniel Pierce LibraryDaniel Pierce Library

(845)-985-3215

Daniel Pierce Library 1st Friday Book Club
Friday, February 06, 2026 • 1:00 PM
1st Friday Book Club Type: Adults

Location: Upper Level - Conference Room
Join our book club each month and 
enjoy new reading and discussions. 

You will need to be a RCLS library card holder to participate and join in on
the fun!  Please contact Mikki at (845) 985-7233 x103 with any questions.

Adults only.

ggnnoommeehhoommeeiinncc..ccoomm
Email:  gnomehomeinc  @yahoo.com

Help your  local business grow
Advertise locally in
The Townsman!

Classified ads - $5.00  for the first 20 words
20 cents each additional word 

Display Ads

1” Boxed ad (1”x3”)- $7.50 per week  
Business card ad ( 2” x 3”)  - $15.00 per week  

(3” x 4”) - $30.00 per week 
(3” x 6”) - $45.00 per week 

1/4 pg (4” x 5”) -$50.00 per week 
1/2 pg (4”x8”) -$80.00 per week  

Full Page - 8” x 10” - $100.00 per week
Digital Flyer Insert  - 8”x10 - $100.00/week

Sign up for weekly ads with quarterly billing 
and get a 20% discount

Full Page Flyer for Local Municipalities ¶ Organizations 
One time fee- $20.00 –Once the flyer is inserted 

we will publish it each week as long as needed
As in the past, there is no fee for  
advertising for our local churches 

Email ad copy to: tvtownsman@yahoo.com

http://www.sheeleyexcavating.com
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Neversink Fire District
2026 Pool Staff Posting

Neversink Fire District is accepting applications for
Pool Manager, certified life guards and pool assistants
at the Neversink Pool for the 2026 Summer Season.
Salary is to be determined and will be based on expe-
rience. All inquiries, please reach out to Commissioner
Paul Lepke at paulslepke@gmail.com

Dana Vogler, Secretary 1/15 -RTF

LEGALS/PUBLIC NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

TRI-VALLEY CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pursuant to Section
6-d of the General Municipal Law of the State of New
York, a meeting of the Board of Education will be held
on Thursday, May 7, 2026, at 07:00 p.m. prevailing

time, at the Tri-Valley Central School District
Secondary School, Lower Level Collaboration Center.
It is anticipated that an Executive Session will be held at

the start of the Regular Meeting.
This meeting of the Board of Education shall be
held at the time and place stated above.

Heather Bonnell
Tri-Valley Central School District Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE:

NOTICE CONCERNING THE EXAMINATION OF
ASSESSMENT INVENTORY AND VALUATION
DATA
(Pursuant to Section 501 of the Real Property
Tax Law)

Notice is hereby given that assessment invento-
ry and valuation data is available for examination
and review. 

This data is the information which will be used to
establish the assessment of each parcel which
will appear on the tentative assessment roll of
the Town of Denning, which will be filed on or
about May 1st, 2026. The information may be
reviewed, by appointment in the Assessor's
Office at the Denning Town Hall at 1567 Denning
Road, Claryville NY 12725. 

An appointment to review the assessment infor-
mation may be made by telephoning the
Assessor at (845) 549-0552 or emailing the
Assessor at assessor@denningny.gov.

Dated: 27th day of April, 2026

Patricia Masterson
Town of Denning Sole Assessor
nap 4/30 ; 5/7

NOTICE OF COMPLETION OF TENTATIVE ASS-
ESMENT ROLL

NOTICE OF COMPLETION shall be published once
in the official newspaper of the Town of Denning and
a copy of the published notice posted on the sign-
board at the entrance of the Town Clerk's office stat-
ing that the Assessor has completed the Tentative
Roll, where the roll may be examined and when and
where Grievance Day will be held (rptl § 506,526(1),
1526).

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Sole Assessor
of the Town of Denning, County of Ulster has com-
pleted the Tentative Roll for the current year and
that a copy has been left with the Town Clerk at the
Denning Town Hall, 1567 Denning Road, Claryville,
NY 12725 where it may be seen and examined by
any interested person until the fourth Wednesday in
May during regular business hours or by appoint-
ment.

The Board of Assessment review will meet on
Wednesday, May 27th, 2026 between the hours of
4:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the Denning Town Hall, 1567
Denning Road, Claryville, NY 12725 to hear and
examine all complaints in relation to assessments,
on the written application of any person believing
themselves to be aggrieved.

I will be available by phone, 845-549-0552, email
assessor@denningny.gov or in person by appoint-
ment.  You may mail any completed grievance form
to me at 4 Mele Lane, New Paltz, NY 12561, or drop
it off at Town Hall to be presented on your behalf.
Please call to set up an appointment if you plan to
attend so the Board can be prepared.

Dated April 27th, 2026
PATRICIA MASTERSON
Town of Denning Sole Assessor
nap
4/30
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Bring Your Household
Hazardous Waste
to the Monticello
Transfer Station 

June 14
Free Dropoff Day 

for Sullivan County
Residents Only

Monticello, NY - Public Works Committee Chair
Joe Perrello is pleased to announce that Sullivan
County is hosting a residential Household
Hazardous Waste Collection Event in June. 

Scheduled for Sunday, June 14, from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m., it will be offered at the Monticello Transfer
Station at 91 Landfill Drive.

“This is a great time to clean out your household
chemicals,” said Perrello. “These items can be dan-
gerous to people and the environment if stored a
long time or just thrown out with the rest of the
trash.”

The program is open to individuals with resi-
dences in Sullivan County ONLY - photo ID or other
proof of residency will be required. There is no
charge, and pre-registration is not required. 

This event is intended to collect and properly
manage residentially-generated hazardous house-
hold materials like herbicides, pesticides, mercury-
containing items, cleaning products, pool chemicals,
smoke detectors, fire extinguishers, fluorescent
bulbs, paints, solvents, acids, bases, automotive bat-
teries, antifreeze and preservatives, just to name a
few. Please note that tires, refrigerators, electronics,
ammunition, radioactive material and medical waste
will not be accepted at this event.

A second collection event will be held on
September 20 at the same time and location. For any
questions, contact Recycling Coordinator Kassie
Thelman at 845-807-0291 or recycling@sullivan-
ny.gov. 
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Help your 
local business grow

Advertise locally in
The Townsman!

Classified ads - $5.00 
for the first 20 words/

20 cents each additional word 
Display Ads

1” Boxed ad (1”x3”)-
$7.50 per week  

Business card ad ( 2” x 3”) 
- $15.00 per week  

(3” x 4”) - $30.00 per week 
(3” x 6”) - $45.00 per week 

1/4 pg (4” x 5”) -$50.00 per week 
1/2 pg (4”x8”) -$80.00 per week  

Full Page - 8” x 10” - $100.00 per week
Digital Flyer Insert  - 8”x10 - $100.00/week

Sign up for weekly ads with quarterly billing 
and get a 20% discount

•• Full Page Flyer for 
Local Municipalities 
and  Organizations - 

one time fee- $20.00
(once the flyer is inserted 
we will publish it each week 

through the week of the event)

As in the past, there is no fee for  
advertising for our local churches  

Low  Rates  
High  Visibility!
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Answer  on page 23

38 Lush valley
40 Pillar or post
41 Woven container
43 At that time
44 Evergreen
46 Chemical element
Lutetium
49 The fifth month
of our year
51 Portable bed
52 Work
54 Artificial radioac-
tive element-a/k/a
rutherfordium
55 Docile
56 Building used for
Christian worship
57 An inheritance
59 Female chosen to
hold most important
position at an event
or festival
61 Rhythmic move-
ment to music
62 Shout
63 Day of festivity

TTTT HHHH EEEE     LLLL UUUU SSSS TTTT YYYY     MMMM OOOO NNNN TTTT HHHH     OOOO FFFF     MMMM AAAA YYYY !!!! L.  Comando

ACROSS
1  Allegiance
3  Associated Press
6 Vehicle honored in
May
8 Turn over
9 Used in conjunction
with a negative alterna-
tive
11 Exploit for one’s own
advantage
13 Gratifying; self-
respect
15 Avoiding waste
19 Crow’s cry
20 Overall quality of a
sound
21 Used to create a cur-
rent of air
23 Bits of information
with little importance
26 Half an em
28 Chemical symbol for
silver
29 Walkway
30 A large snake
31 Violent disturbance
of peace by a crowd
32 Executive Officer
33 Voice vocally

34 Bird’s wing move-
ment
36 People in general
37 Merchandising
39 Circulating fluid in
the vascular system of
plants
42 Luminous heavenly
body
45 Communal
47 Hour
48 I am (contradic-
tion)
50 Favorable outcome
51 Praise publicly
53 Rough drawing
58 Became the 45th
State in the USA
59 Quebec
60 A day in  which
one works
64 Twelfth letter of the
Greek alphabet
65 To see
69 Central body of the
solar system
70 Provided with light
71 Relating to the
Celts
73 Indigenous people
on Karakorum Mts. in

N. Pakistan
75 Public procession
77 Road
78 Popular trend
79 Give pleasure
81 Spherical represen-
tation of the Earth
84 Lie
85 Beam of light
86 Auto
87 Chemical element
iron
88 Eskimo people
89 Not any
90 Information booth
92 1942 movie;
Comedy starring
Shirley Temple

DOWN
1 Jumps quickly
2 Part of the Earth’s
surface
3  Chem element
Aluminum
4 A variety of wine
grapes
5 The May  season
6 Battle Dress

Uniform
7 President who pro-
claimed May 1st as
Loyalty Day  
8 Seed bearing part
of a plant
10 Bring an event
back into one’s mind
12 Long upholstered
seat
14 Act of joining
together
16 California
17 Water-filled ditch
surrounding a castle
18 Common Era
22 Already eaten
24 Runs Batted In
25 Uncertain
27 Bites sharply
29 Detailed dia-
grams
33 Hit
35 Possesses
36 State of armed
conflicts

BACKYARD  BARBECUE  SPARERIBS
4 pounds pork spareribs

1 cup catsup
Salt and pepper, to taste

1/4 cup Worcestershire sauce
1 1/2 cups cola soft drink

1/4 cup vinegar
2 teaspoons paprika

2 teaspoons chili powder
1 medium onion, finely chopped

Cut ribs into serving-size pieces and place on heated grill.   Slowly
cook 1 to 1 1/4 hours, turning often. Combine remaining ingredi-
ents in a saucepan and simmer 10-15 minutes. Brush ribs generous-
ly with sauce and continue to cook, about 30 minutes, basting and
turning often.

66 Popular pen
brand name
67 Street
68 Assert again
69 A tree that
flowers the same
time that shad are
found in rivers
72 Tramp
74 Uniform
Resource Locator
76 Precipitation
80 Railroad
81 Wheat or other
cultivated cereal
crop
82 Indication of
association
between two enti-
ties
83 Mountain
stream
86 Colorado
89 Non-existent
90 Kinetic Energy
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http://www.colonialfamilyfuneralhomes.com

ST. 
MARK'S

UMC
68 Clinton St
Napanoch NY

INDOOR
YARD
and

CLOTHING
SALE

Will be
opened
every
Friday  
from 
10 - 3

Something
for

Everyone!

Grahamsville & Sundown 
United Methodist

Churches
Come and Join us for

in person Worship on Sundays.

Sundown UMC 8:30 am
Peekamoose Rd., Sundown

Grahamsville UMC 10:30 am
350 Main Street, GrahamsvillePastor Harriet Wilkin

845-985-2283

Sundown United
Methodist Church

Thrift Sale
May 2, 2026

9 am - 12 Noon

St. Mary’s and St. Andrews Church
139 S Main Street • Ellenville, NY 12740

Mass Times
SUNDAY EUCHARIST
5:00 PM Saturday Evening
7:30 AM Sunday Morning

10:00 AM Sunday Morning
(Latin)   11:30 AM Sunday Morning*

(Spanish)   1:00 PM Sunday Afternoon
*Sung Mass 2nd and 4th Sundays

WEEKDAY EUCHARIST
8:00 AM Monday through Friday

9:00 AM Saturday
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST

Schedule will be listed in the bulletin
https://smsaparish.org/bulletins

Worship Services @ 10:15 am

APRIL 30,  2026

Covered Dish Supper
May 2, 2026 • 5:30 pm

2026 Indoor Yard Sales
every Saturday 

May 23rd - July 4th
9 am - 1 pm

CATHOLIC PARISH OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

(Embraces Fallsburg, Neversink, 
Sundown and Ulster Heights)

Mass Times
Sat: Vigil 4:00 PM • Sun: 9:00 AM

Confessions: Saturdays –3:15 to 3:45 pm
Or  by  appoinment. 

Call the rectory at (845) 434-7643.
Parochial Viccar: Father Thomas

http://www.colonialfamilyfuneralhomes.com
https://smsaparish.org/bulletins


$126 Million in Unclaimed Funds Returned in March
Comptroller DiNapoli handing over Unclaimed Funds check
The Office of the State Comptroller returned $126 million in

unclaimed funds to its rightful owners during the month of March.
From uncashed payroll checks to forgotten bank accounts,
Comptroller DiNapoli is dedicated to putting money back into the
pockets of the people and organizations it belongs to.

https://www.osc.ny.gov/unclaimed-
funds?utm_content=20260411&utm_medium=email&utm_source=

weekly+news
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ARTISTS • CRAFTERS
Need a place to show and sell your crafts?

email: tvtownsman@yahoo.com
or visit our Virtual Mall   

http://gnomehomeinc.com

VETERANS always Free search of the Archives for family or 
history of Sullivan County

at the  Sullivan County Museum,  265 Main St., Hurleyville, NY.  
For information call 845-434-8044.

SUUJI  WA TANSU NI KAGIRU
answer

Ans to last week’s Crossword 

APRIL 30,  2026

Check the air quality where you are at:
https://www.airnow.gov/

To learn more about 
Neurofibromatosis Type 1 (NF1)

or to make a donation
please go to:

https://www.nfxdetroit.org/
NFX drives bold, high-impact research to 

discover and develop targeted treatments for
neurofibromatosis type 1 (NF1)

NFX advances groundbreaking research that will
bring us closer to ending neurofibromatosis.

Thank you

Daniel Pierce  Library Hours
Monday - 9:00 - 4:00
Tuesday - 9:00 - 7:00

Wednesday - 9:00 - 4:00
Thursday - 9:00 - 7:00

Friday - 9:00 - 4:00
Saturday - 9:00 - 12:00

Sunday - Closed

The Wurtsboro Board of Trade 2026
event dates are as follows:

Spring Fling, Saturday May 2nd 12-3pm
Street Fair, Saturday July 11th 11-5pm
Duck Race, Thursday August 13th 6pm

Halloweenfest, Saturday October 31st 12-3pm
Joy to Wurtsboro, Saturday November 28th 1-4pm

Music & Farmers Market in the park will run every
Thursday, starting June 11-Sept 24 from 5pm-8/8:30pm.

https://www.nfxdetroit.org/
https://www.osc.ny.gov/unclaimed-funds?
http://gnomehomeinc.com
https://www.airnow.gov/


5/5/2026  Claryville Fire District Monthly Meeting 6:30 pm
5/6/2026 Town of Neversink Planning Board -7 pm  (Application Submission Due Date 4/24/2026) 
5/13/2026 Town of Neversink Town Board Meeting
5/12/2026 Town of Denning Business Meeting 1:00 pm Denning Town Hall, 1567 Denning Rd, Claryville, NY
5/12/2026 Denning Town Board Meeting - 6:00 pm Denning Town Hall, 1567 Denning Rd, Claryville, NY
5/20/2026 Neversink Rondout Antique Machinery Assoc. 7:30 pm  Grahamsville Fire Department Firehouse 
5/21/2026 Town of Denning Planning Board Meeting–6:00 pm Denning Town Hall, 1567 Denning Rd, Claryville, NY
5/21/2026 Neversink Fire Commissioners’ Meeting  7 pm
5/19/2026 Town of Neversink Zoning Board of Appeals -7 pm (Application Submission Due Date 5/8/2026)

THE TOWNSMANPAGE  24

TOWN OF OLIVE MEETINGS ARE AS  FOLLOWS:
Unless otherwise noted, all Town Board meetings are held at the Town Meeting Hall, Bostock Road, Shokan at 7:00 pm.  Town Board
Meetings are the second Tuesday of each month with the audit/workshop meetings being held the Monday  preceding the second
Tuesday.
Town of Olive Planning Board meets the first and third Tuesdays  of  each month. Meetings start at 7:30 PM at the Town Hall on
Bostock Road, Shokan, NY.  You can contact the Town Building & Zoning Department to confirm a meeting date if you would like to
attend at 657-2015.  If there is nothing on their agenda, they will cancel meetings.

Town of Denning  - http://www.denningny.gov
Town of Neversink - https://townofneversink.org

LOCAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS
APRIL 30,  2026

UC Legislative 
Weekly Update 

for the Week of 
April 27, 2026 - May 1, 2026

Legislative Committee Meetings 
are Livestreamed at

https://www.youtube.com/@UlsterCountyLegislature/streams

No Meetings  Monday, April 27

Tuesday, April 28

•  3:30 PM - Special Meeting of the Ways &
Means Committee, in Legislative Chambers, 6th
Floor, County Office Building, Kingston & Via
Legislature Livestream
•  6:00 PM - Ulster County Transit Riders and
Intermodal Advisory Committee, Via Zoom
Meeting ID: 862 5272 1551

Wednesday, April 29

• 6:30 PM - Ulster County Environmental
Management Council, at the SUNY Ulster
Kingston Center, 94 Mary's Avenue, Room 104,
Kingston, & Via Zoom, Meeting ID:  974 4254
9615 Passcode: 278571

Thursday, April 30

•  1:00 PM - The Periodic Compensation
Review Committee, in the KL Binder Library, 6th
Floor, County Office Building, Kingston

No Meetings- Friday, May 1

http://www.denningny.gov
https://townofneversink.org
https://www.youtube.com/@UlsterCountyLegislature/streams


To Renew or Sign up for your weekly digitial copy  to 
Ye Ole Tri-Valley Townsman (a/k/a The Townsman)

follow these directions

Print out  this form   
Fill out it out  

Mail it along with a check for the Annual Rate –$40.00 
payable to The Townsman 

The Townsman
P O Box 232

Grahamsville, NY.  

NAME
EMAIL
PHONE

SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $40.00 PER YEAR

NEW RENEWAL/DATE EXP. _______________ 
Check #

or
Save $5.00

Sign up on line  with  Paypal
Go to our  website: 

http://thetownsman.com 
and follow the link to Paypal

Thank you for your continued support.
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Collecting Historical Postcards –A talk by John Duda

Sunday, May 3, 2 p.m. 
at the Time and the Valleys Museum, St. Rt. 55, Grahamsville

[Grahamsville, N.Y.] On Sunday, May 3rd at 2 p.m., John Duda will give a presentation: Collecting Historical
Postcards at the Time and the Valleys
Museum, on St. Rt. 55 in Grahamsville,
NY.  

This talk (in person only) will focus on the
history of postcards and postcard collecting,
including proper archival storage, dating
cards with no postcard or message, what
makes one card more collectable than anoth-
er, and the changing dynamics of modern
collecting. Attendees are encouraged to
bring their local cards or albums from
family collections to show & discuss.

Admission to this program is FREE for
Museum Members and $5 for non-mem-
bers. Admission to the program also includes
light refreshments and Museum admission.
The Museum Shop will also be open. 
About the Speaker:  John Duda is a long-

time Trustee of both Skene Memorial Library in Fleischmanns and The Greater Fleischmanns Museum of Memories.
He belongs to many historical societies in the area, and has done numerous post card and history presentations through-
out the region.  He has served as Secretary of the Kaaterskill Post Card Club for many years, and runs their Post Card
Show twice a year.  

About the Time and the Valleys Museum:  Connecting Water People and the Catskills, the Museum is open Memorial
Day through September, Saturday and Sunday, noon to 4 p.m., and other times by appointment. Located at 332 Main
Street in Grahamsville (St. Rt. 55), Sullivan County, admission for adults is $10, children under 16 $2, and children
under six are free.  

Museum exhibitions are interactive and both fun and educational for all ages:  
•    Water and the Valleys, an exhibit on the
history of the Rondout and Neversink water-
shed area from early geological times to the
20th century. This exhibition includes interac-
tives such as a Native American artifact guess-
ing game, grinding corn with a mortar and
pestle, videos and more.  
•    Tunnels, Toil and Trouble: New York
City's Quest for Water and the Rondout-
Neversink Story, an interactive exhibit on
NYC water supply system and the towns that
were removed to build the system, which
includes computer interactives, games, puz-
zles, videos and building a dam and tunnel. 
•    1930s Lost Catskill Farm, a farmhouse,
outhouse, barn, electric plant, milk house,
working waterwheel and many other buildings
help visitors experience life in the 1930s
through displays, videos, games and hands on
activities.

The Time and the Valleys Museum is proud to be a Blue Star Museum, providing free admission to active
duty military members (with ID) and up to five family members. For more information call 845 985-7700, e-mail
info@timeandthevalleysmuseum.org or visit www.timeandthevalleysmuseum.org. To schedule a field trip for schools,
or group tour for children or adults, please call 845-985-7700.
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Tri-Valley Lions
Journey For Sight Annual Walk

Saturday, May 2, 2026
In memory of our fellow Lions lost over the past years. All proceeds go into
our Charity Account to help support the missions of The Tri-Valley Lions,
which include Sight, Hearing, Diabetes, and support to Guiding Eyes for the
Blind, Local Food Pantries, Service Awards for local high school graduates,
Sight Screenings, and so much more.

Register at 8:30 am on Saturday, May 2, 2026
at the Grahamsville First Aid Squad Building

Please be available no later than 8:45am 
for a group photo before

the start of the Walk 

Complimentary coffee & continental breakfast 
starts at 8am, please join us 

Walk starts promptly at 9 am from the 
First Aid Squad Building

and consists of as many loops around the Fairgrounds 
each walker feels comfortable doing.

Even if you do not walk, donations are appreciated.

COME WALK WITH US!
Refreshments will be served before and after the walk.

For additional pledge sheets or questions about the 
Journey For Sight Walk, please call Esta Jacob 845-985-2927 

or Stephen Miller at 845-798-1981.

Thank you.
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Saturday
May 2, 2026
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2021 Woodland Mills HM130MAX
Portable Sawmill 

Trailer,  Extention and Blades; 
14hp electric start; Kohler Engine

30" max log diameter
30" max log width
Asking Price $6500

Call 845-866-1579 or 845-985-2927
with questions or to see Sawmill
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DEC Announces Winner of
"Water Connects Us All"

Poster Contest
Carrie Palmer Weber Middle

School Student Selected as
2026 Poster Contest Winner

New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Amanda Lefton and
the New York Water Environment Association (NYWEA)
are pleased to announce Adelaide Janiak from Port
Washington, Nassau County, as the 2026 winner of the
annual "Water Connects Us All" poster contest for middle
school students. Fourteen student artists were recognized as
winners out of more than 700 submissions from 23 schools
across New York State. 

“The winning submission of the 2026 Water Connects
Us All poster contest reminds us that our everyday actions
can protect our watersheds from pollution and help con-
serve water,” Commissioner Amanda Lefton said. “I join
everyone at DEC in congratulating Adelaide and all the stu-
dent poster contest participants for their creative submis-
sions educating New Yorkers about the importance of clean
water.” 

NYWEA Executive Director Khris Dodson said,
“NYWEA is proud to take part in this poster contest with
the DEC every year, and even more proud of all of the
watershed champions we now have because of the involve-
ment of the students and teachers who participated this
year.” 

The annual poster contest encourages middle school stu-
dents to learn about their role in protecting watersheds and

how to conserve and
safeguard our water
resources, now and for
future generations. The
winning posters will be
featured in DEC and
NYWEA's 2027 annu-
al calendar, with the
top prize winner's art
featured on the cover.
Top Winner: Adelaide

Janiak: 8th Grade,
Carrie Palmer Weber

Middle School, Port Washington, Nassau County
2026 Poster Contest Winners: 
Student Grade School 
Sesy Canales 8 ABGS 

Middle School 
Jerika Chan 8 I.S. 281 Joseph B. 

Cavallaro 
Camilla Chen 8 Carrie Palmer 

Weber Middle School
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Bingo at the 
Monticello Elks Lodge 

Every Tuesday at 7 PM
46 North Street in Monticello 

For information 
contact  Past Exalted Ruler Ronni Scannell 

at (845) 701-0695

Student Grade School 
Hannah Filner 8 Carrie Palmer 

Weber Middle School 
Elias Holt 6 Schoharie High School 
Sharon Jung 8 I.S. 281 Joseph B. 

Cavallaro 
Ada Li 8 Carrie Palmer 

Weber Middle   
School 

Saphira Li 8 I.S. 281 Joseph B. 
Cavallaro 

Serena Mileta 8 Carrie Palmer Weber 
Middle   School 

Gabriella  Harper Robert  7 Bronxville Middle 
School 

Diyaa Shah 7 John F. Kennedy 
Middle School 

Genevieve Wang 6 I.S. 034 Tottenville 
Emily Xia 7 John F. Kennedy 

Middle School 

New York State teachers, schools, and clubs that wish to
participate in the 2026 poster contest can visit DEC's web-
site for more information.



PAGE  40 APRIL 30,  2026THE TOWNSMAN



THE TOWNSMANPAGE  41 APRIL 30,  2026



PAGE  42 APRIL 30,  2026THE TOWNSMAN



THE TOWNSMANPAGE 43 APRIL 30,  2026



THE TOWNSMANPAGE 44 APRIL 30,  2026



THE TOWNSMANPAGE 45 APRIL 30,  2026

Delaware Valley 
Opera Center May 2026
Stay connected with our 
community and enjoy the

performing arts

Creative Process Workshop” with Carol Castel
May 1 - 3 Friday - Sunday

Arts Nest Concert - Richard Faschan, 
Clumsy Fingers

May 09 Saturday 7 pm - 9 pm

Arts Nest OPEN MIC - Hosted by Kathy Geary
May 12 2026 Tuesday 6 pm - 8 pm

Arts Nest Concert - Joe Jencks
May 16  Saturday 7 pm - 9 pm

Art Gallery Reception and Artist Talk 
- Iterations of Hope

May 17 2026 Sunday 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm

Arts Nest OPEN MIC - Hosted by Kathy Geary
May 19  Tuesday 6 pm - 8 pm

Tomorrow Today - River Rep Theater
May 23 2026 Saturday 7 pm

Tomorrow Today - River Rep Theater
May 24 2026 Sunday 2 pm

Tomorrow Today - River Rep Theater
May 30 2026 Saturday 7 pm

Tomorrow Today - River Rep Theater
May 31 2026 Sunday 2 pm

Monticello Elks Honor
Grayson Slater

(Monticello) Monticello Elks Lodge #1544 is
proud of Grayson Slater, who advanced to the
Elks Hoop Shoot Finals (boys ages 8-9) in
Chicago. Grayson went 14 for 25 on April 18th.  4
youngsters in that category tied with 24 baskets
each. Even so, Slater has 4 Elks Hoop Shoot tro-
phies to display: U.S Northeast Central Regional
Champion, New York State Champion, New York
East Central District Champion and Monticello
Lodge Champion.

The Elks Hoop Shoot is the proud sponsor of
the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame's
annual Morgan Wootten Lifetime Achievement
Award. The Hall of Fame awards two Wootten
Awards annually to boys and girls high school
coaches who have dedicated their lives to the bet-
terment of student athletes. The award is named
for Morgan Wootten, a legendary high school bas-
ketball coach enshrined at the Basketball Hall of
Fame in Springfield, Massachusetts. The finals
were initiated in 1973. In 1974, the Elks National
Foundation started funding the program. One of
the first orders of business was to allow girls to
fully compete in the contest.

The Monticello Elks Lodge supports local vet-
erans, scouts, Little League and the Homeless
Federation, as well as providing coats and gloves
to elementary school children in Monticello and
Fallsburg.

Grayson Slater, representing the Monticello Elks
Lodge, competed in the Elks National Hoop Shoot 

Finals in Chicago.
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The  Primetimers of Temple Sholom 
Monticello, NY sponsoring 

Summer Bus Trips
Two on- your- own day trips to 

New York City 
New York City trips are via Leprechaun Lines 

Wednesday, June 24h
and

Wednesday, August 19th
The drop-off location will be 48th St. & 8th Ave.  
Donation is $55.00 round trip, including gratuity.  

The bus leaves the Temple parking lot on
East Dillon Road at 8:15 AM 

The bus will  leave the City at approximately 5:00 PM.

Reservation must be received by June 8th for the 
June 24th bus trip

Bus trip to Wind Creek Casino/Outlets 
Bethlehem, PA

Wednesday, August 5th
Enjoy an exciting day of gaming, dining and shopping at outlet stores 

$50 pp with $30 free play. 
Reservations must be received by July 13th

Checks should be made out to Primetimers.  
Call Paula for further information 
and reservations at 561-504-7192.
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Announcing DVAA's 2026 
Retro Cinema Series: 1976

WHAT:Retro Cinema Film Series

WHEN:Beginning Thursday, May 7th at 7 PM
Monthly screenings through November 5th

Doors open at 6:30 PM

WHERE: Tusten Theatre, 210 Bridge St.
Narrowsburg, NY

NOTES:Tickets are $15 ($12 for DVAA members)
and can be purchased in advance from DVAA's web-

site

(Narrowsburg, NY-April 27, 2026) Delaware Valley
Arts Alliance (DVAA) is delighted to announce the
new season of Retro Cinema at the historic Tusten
Theatre. This monthly cinematic celebration will com-
mence on Thursday May 7th and run through
November 5th. In recognition of DVAA's 50th
Anniversary, this year's Retro Cinema selections were
all released in our founding year: 1976.

Nineteen seventy-six was a stellar year for cinema
and we are delighted to be showing bona fide classics
like Taxi Driver, Carrie and All The President's Men,
alongside lesser remembered films like Sparkle and the
hilarious Murder By Death. Seventies camp is in full
display in the Barbra Streisand version of A Star Is
Born and Sci-Fi classic Logan's Run.

For more information, visit 
DelawareValleyArtsAlliance.org

Thursday, May 7th: All The President's Men (1976)
Starring Robert Redford and Dustin Hoffman, this

thriller tells the story of Bob Woodward and Carl
Bernstein, as they investigate the Watergate scandal
during the 1972 elections, released just four years after
the events it portrays.

Thursday, June 11th: A Star Is Born (1976)
Big stars, big songs, big hair. The 1976 version of A

Star Is Born has it all, including the memorable credit
“Miss Streisand's clothes from… her closet”. Moving
the plot to the music industry (the 1937 and 1954 ver-
sions were set in Hollywood), this version features the
Oscar-winning song Evergreen.

Thursday, July 2nd: Logan's Run (1976)
*This screening is sponsored by Clobr.*
Taking some admirably big swings when predicting

what fashion might look like in the future, this Sci-Fi
classic explores a world where resources are saved by
exterminating everyone over 30 and the efforts of some
dissenters who are determined to live longer.

Thursday, August 13th: Sparkle (1976)
Before there was Dreamgirls, there was Sparkle. This
Irene Cara-starring rags-to-riches musical is loosely
based on the career of The Supremes. Featuring a fantas-
tic soundtrack written by Curtis Mayfield. 

Thursday, September 3rd: Murder By Death (1976)
*This screening is sponsored by Madame Fortuna.*

Written by Neil Simon and with an unbelievable cast,
including Maggie Smith, Peter Falk, Alec Guiness,
David Niven, Peter Sellers and Truman Capote(!), this
Agatha Christie parody is hilarious from beginning to
end.

Thursday, October 1st: Carrie (1976)
*This screening is sponsored by Bar Veloce.*
Not everyone enjoys the prom. Directed by Brian De

Palma, adapted from Stephen King's classic novel and
with career-defining performances by Sissy Spacek and
Piper Laurie, start your spooky season at the Tusten
Theatre with one of the all-time greatest horror movies.

Thursday, November 5th: Taxi Driver (1976)
This screening is sponsored by Bar Veloce.

Frequently cited as one of the greatest movies ever made
(despite failing to win a single Oscar), this gritty tale of
one man's spiral through loneliness into something far
darker is a defining depiction of 1970s NYC.

Whether you're a cinema aficionado or just looking for a
fun night out at the movies, the Retro Cinema Series at
the Tusten Theatre promises something for everyone. 

TICKETS & LOCATION
Screenings take place at the Tusten Theatre, 210

Bridge Street in Narrowsburg, NY. 
Tickets $15 for non-DVAA members, $12 for mem-

bers, $10 youth tickets (12 & under) are available where
appropriate.

Box office/concession opens 30 minutes before
showtime.

Tickets may be purchased online at delawarevalle-
yartsalliance.org/retro-cinema 
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DEC's Annual Tree and
Shrub Seedling  Sale

is Now Open

• Free Seedlings Available
Through the 

School Seedling Program

• Trees Planted Contribute to
the State's Goal  of Planting 25

Million Trees by 2033

New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Amanda Lefton
today announced that the Colonel William F. Fox
Memorial Saratoga Tree Nursery's annual spring
seedling sale is now open and will run through May
13. Each year, the nursery offers low-cost, locally
grown trees and shrubs for sale to encourage plant-
ings that help conserve New York State's natural
resources and foster the next generation of forests. 

“DEC's Saratoga Tree Nursery annual seedling sale
is a simple, affordable way for New Yorkers to help
create wildlife habitat, clean our air and water, reduce
flooding, lower summer temperatures, and improve the
quality of life in their communities,” Commissioner
Lefton said. “Every tree planted counts toward
Governor Hochul's 25-million-tree-planting goal for
the state, which will strengthen our forests and build
more resilient communities. By planting native
seedlings today, you'll be making a lasting investment
in a healthier, greener future for generations to come.” 

DEC's tree nursery grows more than 50 conifer and
hardwood species from local seed sources, creating
seedlings that are well suited to New York State's cli-
mate. Seedlings are sold in bundles of 25 or more and
there are several mixed species packets available.
Seedlings are bare root, a minimum of 5 inches tall,
and 1-3 years old (depending on the species). Call 518-
587-1120, Monday-Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. to
place your order. For more information, visit the
Spring Seedling Sale webpage on DEC's website. 

Make sure your planted trees count toward New
York State's 25 million trees goal! Enter them into
the Tree Tracker at on.ny.gov/treetracker. For more
information about the 25 Million Trees Initiative,
visit on.ny.gov/25milliontrees.

Child Care 
Providers Needed

If you have considered working with or teach-
ing young children, there is no better time to start!
Sullivan County needs childcare throughout the
county!

According to The U.S. Census Bureau, the pop-
ulation estimate as of July 1, 2023, is 79,920 peo-
ple in Sullivan County. 6.1% of the county's popu-
lation are children under the age of 5 (US Census
Bureau, 2010). Making the under 5 population in
Sullivan County, 4795 children. The current num-
ber of infant / toddler childcare spots available in
Sullivan County is 1129. The bottom line is
Sullivan County children and current providers
NEED your assistance as childcare is filled with
waiting lists.

Consider working from home and teaching
children. You can run your own small business
from home while contributing to and supporting
the working families in Sullivan County! 

If you're worried about start-up cost, we may be
able to assist in supply costs through our
Infant/Toddler program. Most training courses
through our agency are FREE for Sullivan County
providers!!! Please contact the Sullivan County
Child Care Council for step-by-step assistance
with the application process, business aspect of
your program, as well as the programs and
resources available when your program is estab-
lished.

The Sullivan County Child Care Council, Inc.
has determined an immediate need for Infant and
Toddler childcare based on our referral services:
o County wide - of 44 inquiries 31 were for Infant
and Toddler care
o Requests for Infant and Toddler care through
our agency have been made mainly for Fallsburg,
Liberty and Monticello 
o Most of our providers have no infant or toddler
spots available

For more information please visit our website:
scchildcare.com, The Office of Children and
Family Services at  https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/child-
care/becomeaprovider.asp , or give our office a
call at (845) 292-7166.
US Census Bureau, 2010.
Retrieved on 5/07/2019:
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/sullivan-

countynewyork/AGE135217#AGE135217

https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/child-care/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/sullivan-countynewyork/
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Ulster County Clerk
Announces Second Cycle

of Ulster Rev250
Sponsorship Fund

Applications
The Ulster County Clerk's Office is pleased

to announce a second application cycle for fund-
ing to sponsor programs commemorating the
250th anniversary of the American Revolution
in 2026. This funding is allocated in order to
foster and support the rich variety of program-
ming being offered by the history community in
Ulster County during this milestone year in the
history of the United States.

Ulster County Clerk Taylor Bruck stated,
“The unique history of Ulster County is being
preserved and interpreted by so many amazing
organizations who have worked tirelessly at
these efforts for many years. Our office has
played an important part in that role since it was
first established in 1683, and we see it as our
responsibility to ensure these organizations get
support in their efforts to bring rich program-
ming to the public during the 250th.” Bruck fur-
ther stated “It is our hope that by providing
these sponsorship funds, the public will be able
to encounter some amazing programs that open
their eyes to the history and legacy of the
Revolution and the important part Ulster County
played and continues to play in defining the
story of our democracy.”

Sponsorship funds will be given in awards of
up to $2,500 to eligible organizations submit-
ting proposals between the date of this
announcement and May 15, 2026. The complete
announcement and application guidelines can be
reviewed and downloaded at the following link:
https://www.ucrev250.org/

Applicants are encouraged to review materi-
als through the above link and to reach out to the
awards review team through the provided con-
tact information with any questions or com-
ments during the application period. The appli-
cation period runs from the date of this press
release until May 15, 2026. Notice of approved
funding will be given the week of May 18, 2026.

For further information, please contact the
County Historian at

countyhistorian@ulstercountyny.gov

https://www.ucrev250.org/
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Your voice and stories are crucial to my work as your
Representative. Whether it's talking to you on the street at a
community event or when you call my office, I immensely value
hearing from each and every one of you.

Here's some of how I fought for you and a more affordable,
safe, and free Hudson Valley for us all this week:

SPEAKING OUT AGAINST SKYROCKETING GAS
PRICES DUE TO THE IRAN WAR

Whenever I talk to members of our community, two things are
clear: they want lower costs and they want us to invest here at
home; not to spend billions per day in another war in the Middle
East. Hudson Valley families are already feeling the intense bur-
den of rising costs from Trump's healthcare cuts and tariffs.
Now, his reckless war in Iran is causing gas prices to skyrock-
et.

Rising gas prices affect all of us - from commuters, to small
business owners, to first responders - and even with the cease-
fire, they're still rising. We never should have been in this posi-
tion in the first place - we should be lowering costs and help-
ing people get ahead. Instead the President has spent billions
of your taxpayer dollars on an unnecessary, illegal war that's
making Americans less safe and making life more expensive
here at home. Our Hudson Valley community is speaking out
with one voice - we can't afford to pay for Trump's mistakes
every time we fill up our tanks, and we shouldn't have to.

DELIVERING AID TO LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENTS
Firefighters have been operating out of the historic City of

Poughkeepsie fire station for nearly 100 years. They even bat-
tled a fire of their own, and had firefighters back in the station
just days later.

I'm proud to have delivered funding to help make some
critical improvements to the 97 year-old firehouse, to ensure
that Hudson Valley heroes can continue keeping us safe for
decades to come.

Hudson Valley firefighters are heroes. They work around
the clock with the sole focus of protecting others - that's why,
every single day, I'm pushing to make sure they have the
resources they need and deserve to keep both us and them-
selves safe.

I fought tooth & nail to secure $500,000 in funding for the
Tivoli Fire Department to ensure that they remain fully
equipped to keep Hudson Valley families safe. 

Huge thank you to Chief Hildebrand for showing me the
latest updates at the firehouse!

DEMANDING SECRETARY HEGSETH INVESTIGATE
FORCE PROTECTION FAILURES

Secretary Hegseth owes the American people - especially
the families of the six brave Patriots who lost their lives in the
attack on a U.S. military site in Kuwait - honest answers and
full accountability.

He has refused to take accountability for these deaths, and
has consistently misled the press about the nature of this
attack.

Not only is that immensely disrespectful to the brave troops
who made the ultimate sacrifice - it also has deeply troubling

implications about force protection across the region.
Our men and women in uniform trust us, their elected offi-

cials, to do right by them. This investigation is essential to
honoring that trust.

View the letter that I sent, along with 12 of my fellow
Democratic veterans, to Secretary Hegseth here .

LOWERING YOUR HEALTH CARE COSTS AND
PUTTING MONEY BACK IN YOUR POCKET BY HOLD-
ING HEALTH INSURANCE COMPANIES ACCOUNT-
ABLE

For too long, massive insurance companies have been
allowed to exploit patients and deny coverage for life-saving
care, all while raking in record-breaking profits.

It's a fundamental abuse of their power - this legislation
finally holds greedy insurance companies accountable.

Read more: https://patryan.house.gov/media/press-releas-
es/representatives-pat-ryan-angie-craig-introduce-legislation-
hold-health  

CONNECTING WITH HUNDREDS OF HUDSON VALLEY
LABOR LEADERS IN NEWBURGH
Thank you to Newburgh Brewing for hosting me & more than
25 union affiliates - including NYSA, 1199, IAFF, Building
Trades & more - for my labor lunch last weekend!
I'm a proud cosponsor of both the Protecting the Right to
Organize (PRO) Act and the No Tax Breaks for Union Busting
Act because unions are the backbone of the Hudson Valley. I'll
always fight for the resources & benefits they deserve.

BRINGING MY OFFICE TO YOU
Do you need help enrolling in Medicare, getting your IRS

tax return, and more? Join my team at one of April's CARES
Van events for one-on-one assistance with federal programs.

If you need help navigating a federal agency, but can't join
an event, please call my team at (845) 443-2930.

DEMANDING ANSWERS ON TRUMP ADMIN STALLING
ON $28 MILLION RHINECLIFF TRAIN STATION
UPGRADES AND REPAIRS, RISKING YEARS OF
PROGRESS FOR DESPERATELY NEEDED IMPROVE-
MENTS 

The Rhinecliff Station project is the product of years of
community advocacy and bipartisan partnership at the local,
state, and federal level. Pausing this critical project, without
warning or explanation, is a slap in the face to our Hudson
Valley community. The fact that DOT has provided no infor-
mation or timeline is unacceptable, and risks years of further
bureaucratic delays while our community is left in the dark.

I'm urgently demanding answers, and won't stop fighting
until we ensure that Rhinecliff Station gets the resources it
needs to serve our community.

The letter that Senator Schumer and I sent to FRA
Administrator David Armstrong Fink can be found here .

CONNECTING WITH OUR COMMUNITY AT THE
ULSTER COUNTY REGIONAL CHAMBER OF BREAK-
FAST

Last weekend, I was honored to join the Ulster County
Chamber of Commerce at their annual breakfast to give an
update on my work in Washington.

I'm proud to work alongside the Chamber & President
Ward Todd to keep Ulster County thriving - I'll always fight to
deliver for our community.
(Contd. Pg. 54)

https://patryan.house.gov/media/press-releas-es/


THE TOWNSMANPAGE  54 APRIL 30,  2026
you intend on applying and would like a Letter of Support,
please contact my office!

New York State African American Heritage Grant
Program (NYSAAH)

This program provides grants to assist nonprofit organi-
zations and local governments in documenting, interpret-
ing, and preserving places and stories of historical and cul-
tural importance to the African American experience in
New York.

There are two separate grant categories: Education
Grants and Capital Grants. Applicants may apply for one or
both categories. 

Learn more about the NYSAAH program by attending
one of the upcoming informational webinars. Topics to be
covered include eligibility requirements, examples of eligi-
ble Education and Capital projects, components of the full
application form, how applications are evaluated, program
goals, and more. Advance registration is required.. 

NY PLAYS: Places for Learning, Activity, and Youth
Socialization

Eligible municipalities and nonprofit organizations
may apply for NY PLAYS grants ranging from $100,000 to
$2.5 million for the acquisition, design, construction, major
renovation or equipping of public playgrounds, along with
other related capital costs necessary to complete a project.
Grantees must demonstrate a 20 percent match toward total
project costs. For-profit entities are not eligible to apply.

Applications will be accepted from May 4, 2026,
through June 15, 2026. Grant awards will be announced no
earlier than August 3, 2026.

Hudson Valley Regional Council Grants Guide
Each month Hudson Valley Regional Council publish-

es its Grants Guide focused on federal, state, and local
funding opportunities related to economic development,
water, clean energy, resilience, and sustainability._ Each
grant listing features the deadline, eligibility, and a short
description including the amounts municipalities are eligi-
ble to apply for and any required match. To view past
Grants Guides, click here. To subscribe to the grants guide,
please email elaferriere@hudsonvalleyrc.org .

HEAP Cooling Assistance Benefit
The 2025-2026 HEAP Cooling Assistance Benefit

opened April 15, 2026.
If you are eligible, you may receive one HEAP Cooling

Assistance benefit per applicant household for the purchase
and installation of an air conditioner or a fan to help your
home stay cool. Learn more about eligibility here.

You can apply for a HEAP Cooling Assistance Benefit: 
By phone:   You may call your HEAP Local District

Contact . The district will provide more information on eli-
gibility, the application process, and required documenta-
tion.

In person:  You may apply in person at your HEAP
Local District Contact

If you want to stay up-to-date on all of that my office is
doing, I encourage you to follow along on our social media
channels: Facebook and Twitter .

Please remember that my office is always here to help if
you have a question or need assistance. You can reach us
using the contact information above and below and we will
do everything we can to connect you with the resources you
need.

I look forward to hearing from you soon!

Pat Ryan (From Pg. 53) 

HONORING HUDSON VALLEY VETERANS AT STEW-
ART AIRPORT

It's always a privilege to spend time with our Hudson Valley
veteran community. I was honored to join the Honor Flight cer-
emony at Stewart Airport last weekend.

Our nation forever owes our veterans a debt of gratitude -
I'm working every day to honor their service and sacrifice.

HAPPY EARTH DAY!
From fighting to clean up harmful chemicals in the

Hudson River, to removing toxic lead cables from our com-
munities, to finally banning polluting anchorages on the
Hudson, on this Earth Day I'm pushing for the clean water,
soil, and air that Hudson Valley families deserve for genera-
tions to come!

HAPPY 118th BIRTHDAY TO THE US ARMY
RESERVE!

Thank you for your huge sacrifices & selfless service to
ensure that our families are safe & our nation is secure every
day. Go Army!

GRANTS CORNER 
APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR:

FY26 Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Grant
Program

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) estab-
lished the SS4A competitive grant program with $5 billion
in appropriated funds over 5 years, 2022-2026. 

The SS4A program funds regional, local, and Tribal ini-
tiatives through grants to prevent roadway fatalities and seri-
ous injuries. Approximately $1 billion is still available for
the next funding round. 

The SS4A program provides funding for two main types
of grants: Planning and Demonstration Grants for Action
Plans, including supplemental safety planning and/or safety
demonstration activities, and Implementation Grants.

Learn more about the program by watching one of the
recorded informational webinars.

The deadline for applications is May 26, 2026, at 5:00
p.m. (EDT).

FY24 & FY25 Building Resilient Infrastructure and
Communities (BRIC)

Last December, New York Attorney General Letitia
James won a lawsuit brought with 20 other attorneys gener-
al and the governors of Kentucky and Pennsylvania to stop
the illegal elimination of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency's Building Resilient Infrastructure and
Communities (BRIC) program.

BRIC empowers states, local governments, Tribal
Nations, and territories to make smart investments in
resilient infrastructure. By supporting pre-disaster and haz-
ard mitigation projects - such as school safe rooms, utility
hardening, relocating critical facilities out of flood areas,
and securing pump stations - BRIC aims to save lives, pro-
tect property, and reduce the cost of future disaster response
and recovery.

Subapplications are due to NYS Division of Homeland
Security and Emergency Services (DHSES) through FEMA
GO (FEMAGO - Login) no later than May 22nd, 2026. If
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Watch here.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1SUy_ixrpQ
4. Securing home energy assistance
funding for New Yorkers
The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) provides critical relief to families strug-
gling to heat and cool their homes amid skyrocketing
utility prices.
Despite widespread public support for the program,
President Trump has attacked LIHEAP, stalled hun-
dreds of millions of dollars of appropriated LIHEAP
funding from reaching families in need, and proposed
eliminating the program entirely. 
Following pressure from Kirsten, the Trump adminis-
tration released millions in LIHEAP funding to New
York, providing much-needed relief ahead of the
summer. Kirsten will continue pushing back on the
president's attacks on LIHEAP.

Read more.
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/news/press/release
/after-pressure-from-senator-gillibrand-trump-admin-
istration-to-release-energy-assistance-funding/

5. Supporting New York workers
New York workers are the backbone of our

state, our economy, and our communities.
This week, Kirsten met with workers from the

New York State Laborers' Union to discuss the impor-
tance of labor protections and hear directly from two
workers at Ground Zero about how the World Trade
Center Health Program has been a lifeline for New
Yorkers suffering long-term health impacts from the
9/11 terror attacks.

6.  Helping New Yorkers get their tax
refunds

A Westchester County constituent contacted
Kirsten for assistance getting the tax refunds owed to
her mother's estate from the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS).

After Kirsten's team contacted the IRS and
confirmed that the constituent had submitted the nec-
essary documentation, the constituent received over
$3,000 in refunds.

Individual casework is Kirsten's top priority.
If you need help with any federal agency, contact her
here .
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/news/press/release
/after-pressure-from-senator-gillibrand-trump-admin-
istration-to-release-energy-assistance-funding/

Welcome to Kirsten's New
York Minute!

Here's what she's been up to this
week:
1. Working to end senior hunger
Skyrocketing grocery prices have left many seniors
unable to put food on the table. In the richest country
in the world, that is unconscionable.
This week, Kirsten demanded passage of her Senior
Hunger Prevention Act, which would expand SNAP
benefits for all beneficiaries, simplify the SNAP
application process for seniors and people with dis-
abilities, and expand SNAP food delivery options.
Read more.
https://www.wbng.com/2026/04/22/sen-gillibrand-
pushes-senior-hunger-prevention-act-expand-snap-
benefits-older-americans/

2. Demanding answers about civilian
casualties in Iran

President Trump's reckless war with Iran has
caused over 1,700 civilian deaths and damage to
more than 20 schools and a dozen health care facili-
ties. Attacks on civilian infrastructure are unaccept-
able, and Kirsten is demanding answers.
Prior to the war, Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth
made deep cuts to the military's civilian harm preven-
tion programs. Kirsten is investigating the impact of
these cuts, and she will keep fighting until the Trump
administration ends this war of choice and fully
restores the programs and public servants that miti-
gate harm to civilians.
Read more.
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/news/press/release
/gillibrand-colleagues-open-new-investigation-into-
hegseths-role-in-dismantling-militarys-civilian-
harm-prevention-guardrails/

3.  WATCH: Two Truths and Trump's Lies

In her new YouTube series, Kirsten broke
down President Trump's lies about his reckless war
with Iran and spoke with New York farmers about the
rising cost of gas and fertilizer as a result of the war. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1SUy_ixrpQ
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/news/press/release
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/news/press/release
https://www.wbng.com/2026/04/22/sen-gillibrand-pushes-
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/news/press/release
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UC Executive Jen Metzger
Announces Adoption of

Gender-Based Violence and
Workplace Policy

KINGSTON, NY - Ulster County Executive Jen Metzger
today announced the adoption of a new Gender-Based
Violence and the Workplace Policy to bolster support and
protections for County employees who are victims of
domestic and gender based violence. The County Executive
based the personnel policy on a model developed by the
New York State Office for the Prevention of Domestic
Violence, and it was adopted unanimously Tuesday evening
by the County Legislature in a resolution sponsored by
Legislator Dominick Marino (D-10,
Highland/Marlborough).

The new policy establishes clear, survivor centered pro-
cedures for recognizing and responding to domestic vio-
lence, sexual violence, stalking, coercive control, and other
forms of gender based harm. It creates a structured frame-
work to ensure that employees experiencing
gender based violence can access confiden-
tial support, safety planning, and workplace
accommodations, and that County depart-
ments and supervisors are equipped with the
guidance necessary to respond appropriate-
ly and consistently.
“Domestic and gender-based violence
affects all aspects of people's lives, includ-
ing in the workplace, and we want to make
sure employees have the workplace protec-
tions and access to resources they need to be
safe and to thrive," said Ulster County
Executive Jen Metzger. “I want to thank
Legislator Dominick Marino and the Ulster
County Legislature for their support and
partnership in adopting this policy and for
standing with survivors of gender-based
violence.”

“Through both my professional work
and my role in government, I've stood
alongside survivors and seen firsthand the
barriers they face when trying to stay safe,
maintain employment, and rebuild their
lives,” said Legislator Dominick Marino,
who sponsored the resolution. “This policy
is about more than compliance; it's about
creating a workplace where people feel sup-
ported, protected, and empowered to seek
help without fear. When we recognize that
safety and stability extend into the work-
place, we take a meaningful step toward
breaking cycles of violence and connecting
individuals to the support they deserve.”

Under the policy, Ulster County will:
o Designate Personnel Director Dawn
Spader as the Gender-Based Violence
Liaison (GBVL);
o Provide employees with confidential sup-
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port and referrals to services including the NYS Domestic
& Sexual Violence Hotline, Family of Woodstock, and the
Employee Assistance Program;
o Issue the policy to all employees, contractors, volunteers,
and interns annually and upon hire;
o Expand employee rights to request reasonable accommo-
dations and to use leave for safety related needs;
o Ensure strong non retaliation protections for survivors;
o Hold accountable any employees who perpetrate acts of
gender based violence, including through potential admin-
istrative or disciplinary action;
o Increase awareness and training across the workforce
regarding gender based violence, resources, and survivor
rights.

The policy also outlines responsibilities for supervisors,
clarifies protections under the New York State Human
Rights Law, and provides structured guidance for respond-
ing to active Orders of Protection and developing individu-
alized workplace safety plans.

The full policy will be distributed to all County person-
nel and posted on the County's intranet and in accessible
employee areas throughout all worksites.
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Ways & Means Hearing with USTR Jamieson Greer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Endkc3znpSc

This week, I questioned U.S. Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer during a Ways and Means Committee hearing
on Canada's unfair trade practices that are harming farmers
and producers across NY-24. Canada is our top export mar-
ket, yet it continues to impose discriminatory barriers, includ-
ing restricting U.S. dairy access, blocking American wine and
spirits from store shelves in most provinces, and prohibiting
bulk imports of fresh fruits and vegetables. These practices
are well documented in the National Trade Estimate Report
and have persisted despite years of negotiations under
USMCA. As Ambassador Greer made clear, Canada and
China are the only countries currently retaliating economical-
ly against the United States. Upstate New York producers
deserve a fair shot. I will keep pushing to hold Canada
accountable, enforce our trade agreements, and ensure our
farmers, wineries, and businesses can compete and succeed.

Cracking Down on Medicare Fraud
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_I4N95Hl-fY

This week, I also spoke during a Ways and Means
Committee hearing to highlight the growing Medicare fraud
crisis and its impact on seniors in Upstate New York. Last
fall, I raised concerns with CMS after uncovering suspicious
billing activity, including one doctor who billed more than
$600 million between 2020 and 2025. While that led to
enforcement action, the problem is far bigger. In places like
Los Angeles County, more than 1,400 new home health agen-
cies have flooded the system since 2020, driving spending to
nearly six times the national average and distorting Medicare
data nationwide. The consequences are being felt here at
home, where access to care is declining. In NY-24, home
health admissions have dropped nearly 40 percent since 2018,
and nearly half of patients referred for care never receive it.
Fraud is not just costing taxpayers, it is limiting care for sen-
iors who rely on these services. We must keep working to
restore accountability, protect taxpayer dollars, and ensure
our seniors can access the care they need.

Why is New York Punishing Nuns Who Care for the
Dying?

New York's radical policies are threatening the Dominican
Sisters of Hawthorne, who have spent more than a century
providing free hospice care to terminally ill cancer patients
with compassion and dignity. These sisters do not take a dime
from patients or taxpayers, yet Albany is now targeting them
with fines, loss of licensure, and even jail time for refusing to
violate their faith under new state mandates. At a time when
families are struggling with rising costs, outmigration, and a
lack of access to affordable care, New York should be sup-
porting those who serve the most vulnerable, not punishing
them. This is about more than one group. It is about protect-
ing religious freedom, defending common sense, and ensur-
ing our state stands with those who care for others, not
against them. 

READ MY FULL OP-ED HERE
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/rep-claudia-tenney-new-york-
punishing-nuns-care-dying

As your representative in Congress, my top priority is champi-
oning legislative initiatives that benefit you and your families. Each
week, I review numerous bills and letters, engaging in thorough dis-
cussions with members of our community to determine which
actions to support and address your needs. Below are a few bills I
recently cosponsored.

H.R. 1529, the Access Technology Affordability Act of 2025:
This bill would establish a refundable tax credit for blind and
vision-impaired individuals to purchase assistive technology.
Specifically, it would provide a tax credit of up to $2,000 for quali-
fied expenses, including devices such as Braille assistive devices.
Access to assistive technology plays a critical role in supporting dis-
abled individuals' employment and independence, and this legisla-
tion helps reduce financial barriers and expand access to these tools.

H.R. 1522, the Federal Retirement Fairness Act: This bill would
allow certain federal employees to make catch-up retirement contri-
butions for periods of temporary or seasonal federal service that
were not previously credited toward retirement benefits. Some fed-
eral workers, such as certain postal employees, begin their careers
in temporary roles before transitioning to permanent positions,
which can affect their retirement eligibility. This legislation helps
provide a pathway for those employees to receive credit for their
service and ensures more equitable treatment in federal retirement
benefits.

H.R. 1256, the Long-Term Care Transparency Act: This bill
would require greater transparency in the ownership and manage-
ment of long-term care facilities that participate in federal programs
overseen by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).
Increased transparency in facility ownership can improve oversight,
accountability, and the quality of care provided to residents. This
legislation helps ensure that patients and families have access to
clear information when making long-term care decisions.

My Votes Explained
Transparency in Congress and a well-informed electorate are

vital to preserving our self-governing Constitutional Republic. My
constituents deserve to know how their members of Congress vote,
which is why I have explained every vote I have cast in Congress
since I was first elected. 

Monday, April 20
I voted “Yes” on H.R. 1681, the Expediting Federal Broadband

Deployment Reviews Act. This bill establishes an interagency force
to prioritize the review of authorization requests for the placement
and operation of a communications facility on federal lands. This
commonsense bill will help expand broadband access for more
Americans and ensure accountability in the federal permitting
process. This bill passed the House by a vote of 384-9. 

I voted “Yes” on H.R. 5200, the Emergency Reporting Act. This
bill requires the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to
hold annual public hearings on uses of the Disaster Information
Reporting System and on the number and duration of telecommuni-
cations service outages, including outages that prevented access to
9-1-1 emergency services. Having secure, resilient communications
infrastructure after natural disasters is vital to public safety. This bill
increases transparency on issues that prevent our communities from
remaining connected to first responders through reliable communi-
cation networks. This bill passed the House by a vote of 386-7. 

Tuesday, April 21
I voted “Yes” on H.R. 2010, the Kari's Law Reporting Act. This

bill requires the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to
publish a report on the implementation of Kari's Law of 2018. 
(Contd. Pg. 61

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Endkc3znpSc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_I4N95Hl-fY
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/rep-claudia-tenney-new-york-punishing-
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This Week With Claudia  (From Pg. 60)
Kari's Law requires that multi-line telephone systems
(MLTS) that allow businesses or households to hold
two or more phone calls simultaneously be set up to
enable users to dial 911 without having to dial any addi-
tional digit or access code, such as the number 9. These
requirements took effect on February 16, 2020.
Maintaining a reliable emergency response system is
imperative, and this bill ensures that homes and busi-
nesses can easily get connected with first responders.
This bill passed the House by a vote of 405-5. 

I voted “Yes” on S. 1020, A bill to require the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to extend the
time period during which licensees are required to com-
mence construction of certain hydropower projects.
This bill authorizes the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) to extend construction deadlines
for hydropower projects that were licensed before
March 13, 2020. The bill would also authorize FERC to
reinstate certain expired hydropower project licenses
for up to 6 years. Ensuring hydropower projects remain
on time and functional is imperative to enhancing our
energy production. This bill ensures that affordable
hydroelectric power production remains on time and
that domestic energy production continues to meet our
growing energy needs. This bill passed the House by a
vote of 394-14. 

I voted “Yes” on H.R. 2493, Improving Care in
Rural America Reauthorization Act of 2025. This bill
reauthorizes several federal grant programs that
improve access to health care in rural communities
through Fiscal Year (FY) 2030. Specifically, the bill
reauthorizes the Rural Health Care Services Outreach
Program, the Rural Health Network Development
Planning Program, and the Small Health Care Provider
Quality Improvement Program, all administered by the
Health Resources and Services Administration
(HRSA). Across Upstate New York and rural communi-
ties nationwide, too many families struggle to access
timely medical care, and strengthening rural health care
is essential so that families receive the care they
deserve. This bill reauthorizes essential funding for
rural and underserved communities while ensuring
transparency and accountability for programs that use
taxpayer dollars. This bill passed the House by a vote of
406-4. 

Wednesday, April 22
I voted “Yes” on H.Res. 1182, Expressing support

for rural communities across the United States as stew-
ards of the environment, major suppliers of United
States energy resources, critical providers of food pro-
duction and manufacturing capacity, and drivers of

national economic stability, and recognizing the work of
the House of Representatives in the 119th Congress in
support of those vital communities. This resolution rec-
ognizes the vital role that our rural communities, includ-
ing those in Upstate and Western New York, play in feed-
ing our families and driving our economy. House
Republicans will continue fighting for rural communities
and ensure our work continues to focus on strengthening
agricultural production, keeping our communities safe,
supporting rural healthcare initiatives, and improving
domestic energy production. This resolution passed the
House by a vote of 220-196, with 2 members voting pres-
ent. 

I voted “Yes” on H.R. 4690, the Reliable Federal
Infrastructure Act. This bill repeals certain federal man-
dates on building energy efficiency. Specifically, this
prohibits denying a building from obtaining certification
as a green building or a high-performance green building
solely on the basis of direct or indirect fossil fuel con-
sumption. Electrification requirements endanger the sta-
bility of our critical infrastructure, jeopardize our nation-
al security, and inflate construction costs. Eliminating
outdated, costly, and burdensome federal building man-
dates will reduce costs, expand options for powering
buildings, and ensure taxpayer dollars are not wasted.
This bill passed the House by a vote of 215-202. 

I voted “Yes” on H.R. 6387, the FIRE Act. This bill
amends the Clean Air Act to make it easier for states to
undertake wildfire mitigation activities. Reducing bur-
densome regulations and supporting states' wildfire miti-
gation efforts are imperative to keeping communities
safe. This bill provides clarity for air quality planning,
reduces costly and unnecessary regulatory burdens on
local communities, and encourages important wildfire
mitigation efforts to protect the public. This bill passed
by a vote of 220-198. 

Thursday, April 23
I voted “Yes” on H.R. 5587, the HEATS Act. This bill

waives federal permitting requirements for geothermal
exploration and production activities conducted on non-
federal lands if the federal government holds an interest
of less than 50 percent of the subsurface or the operator
received a state-level drilling permit. Under current law,
a geothermal operator must obtain federal permits for
exploration of federal and privately owned land, and
these permits are often duplicative of state permitting
requirements. This bill improves the energy exploration
process, eliminates redundant permits, and ensures the
safe exploration of energy resources to advance President
Trump's energy affordability policies. This bill passed
the House by a vote of 231-186.
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Greetings again from Kinderhook,
I hope your summer has gone well. I'm reaching back out to you to share the news that our website has been refreshed

and updated. It now features four new essays on the Founding era recently published by the Hoover Institution of Stanford
University as we look forward next year to celebrating our 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. One of
those essays is on the significance of the Battle of Saratoga, which proved to be a turning point in the Revolutionary War.
You can now read those essays for free on our website here.
https://www.thespiritofphiladelphia.com/events

We've also added links to some of our recent TV, radio and podcast appearances, relevant media coverage, and an
updated listing of upcoming events (all of these can be found on the "media & events” page). All of the new items are marked
with a green "NEW" banner. We've also updated the "what people are saying" section of the home page to include several
new endorsements of the book by Americans from across the ideological spectrum.  

As always, I'd welcome your thoughts and feedback on any of these items and/or your reactions to my new book. You
can reach me by sending an email message from the "contact us" page on the website.

Finally, I hope you are enjoying the beautiful color as our leaves change across the region and country - it's shaping
up to be a beautiful fall!
Sincerely yours,
Chris Gibson

TheSpiritofPhiladelphia.com

https://www.thespiritofphiladelphia.com/events
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Laura Aley's new book 
includes stories about people and places from long ago  

The book is available at the 
Shandaken Historical Museum 

in Pine Hill
for $10.00.  

Not only will you want your own copy, but 

Laurels by LauraLaurels by Laura
will make a great gift -

The Shandaken Historical
Museum
is located at 

26 Academy Street, Pine Hill, 
NY 12465

The telephone number 
of the museum is 845 - 254 - 4460.
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The River That Forgave 
Us and What the Hudson's

return says About 
Who We Are

https://substack.com/@marcmolinaro
Marc Molinaro
Apr 17, 2026

There was a time-not that long ago-when the
Hudson River was written off.
Not neglected. Not struggling. Written off.
An open sewer. A Superfund site. A treasure you
passed by, not one you turned toward.
And yet recently, as reported in The Economist: for the
first time in generations, parts of the Hudson are clean
enough that you can catch a fish… and eat it.
Let that sink in.

A river that once carried the weight of our worst
habits-industrial waste, chemical dumping, decades of
disregard-is now giving something back. Not just
beauty. Not only recreation. But sustenance.

That's not just progress.
That's a generational accomplishment.
This didn't happen overnight. And it didn't happen

by accident.
It took decades of pressure, persistence, and people

willing to fight for something they might not live long
enough to fully see restored.

The dredging of PCB-contaminated sediment. The
enforcement of environmental laws. The advocacy of
groups like Riverkeeper and Scenic Hudson.
And yes, the steady, often unglamorous work of gov-
ernment-local, state, and federal-getting it right over
time.

I've had the privilege of being part of that work.
As mayor, as a state legislator, as county executive,

and in Congress, I've spoken often about the Hudson,
fought for it's restoration and crafted policy to protect
it - not just as a body of water, but as a defining fea-
ture of who we are.

Because at its core, this has always been about a
bigger question I've asked often:
Who are we as a people-and how do we hope to live?

Do we accept decline? Do we look the other way?
Or do we take responsibility-for what was done, and
what we owe the future?

The Hudson demanded we answer that question.
And over time, we did.

The Hudson has always been more than a river. It's
where history meets possibility.

It carried commerce that built this region and well
beyond. It inspired artists like Thomas Cole, who saw
in its light and landscape something uniquely
American. It has been a place of industry, recreation
and reflection.

And for too long, it was also a place of conse-
quence-where the cost of progress was dumped, quite
literally, into the current.

But here's the thing about the Hudson:
It never stopped moving forward.
And neither did the people who believed it could

be restored.
This moment-being able to safely eat fish from parts
of the Hudson-isn't the end of the story.

It's proof of concept.
Proof that when we set a standard, enforce it, and

stick with it, we can turn things around.
Proof that conservation and stewardship and

human progress don't have to be in conflict.
Proof that even after decades of damage, restora-

tion is possible.
But it's also a reminder: we can't take our foot off

the gas.
There are still stretches of the river that need atten-

tion. Still species we need to protect.
Still a balance to strike between use and preserva-

tion. Still oversight and pressure needed from the
EPA and DEC.

The lesson here isn't “mission accomplished.”
It's “this is what's possible when we do it right.”
I've stood along the Hudson at sunrise, when the

water is still and the mountains catch the first light.
I've watched families fish along its banks, kids skip-
ping stones, neighbors gathering in places that, years
ago, people avoided. I've made many happy memories
boating the river and navigating its tributaries.
There's something deeply grounding about the
Hudson.

It reminds you that time is bigger than any one of
us-but also that what we do with our time matters.

We inherited a river that was in trouble.
We're handing off one that is healing.
And that didn't happen by chance.
It happened because enough people answered that

question-
not with words, but with action.

So yes-celebrate this moment.
Celebrate the science, the policy, the investment,

the persistence. Celebrate the advocates and the work-
ers who did the hard, dirty, necessary work.

But also take a moment-stand at the water's edge,
look out across it-and appreciate something deeper.

This river forgave us.
And in doing so, it tells us something about our-

selves:
That we are capable of fixing what we break.
That we can choose responsibility over conven-

ience. And that if we're willing to do the hard work-
together-there are very few things we can't restore.

Because the Hudson isn't just cleaner.
It's an answer to the question of who we are,

and how we've chosen to live.

https://substack.com/@marcmolinaro
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Jay Flight SLX
2019 by Jayco

No slides
Like new! $14,500 

845-434-5539
Leave a message and phone 
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Advanced registration preferred at  danielpiecelibrary.org
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SUNY Sullivan
Foundation 

presents
The Met: 

Live in HD at 
SUNY Sullivan's

Seelig Theatre
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On Arbor Day, DEC
Announced $46 Million Now

Available Through New
Advancing Forest Markets

Grant Program
• Funding Supports Tree Supply Chain and Forest

Products Economies and Helps Make Tree Seedlings
More Affordable

• Projects Will Help Advance New York State's 25
Million Trees Initiative 

Applications Must Be Submitted by August 5
In celebration of Arbor Day, New York State Department

of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner
Amanda Lefton today announced the official launch of a
new grant program_to expand forest product markets and
businesses and increase the affordability and availability of
tree seedlings for planting.

“New York State's forests are a cornerstone of our envi-
ronment and economy,” said Commissioner Lefton._“This
grant program will provide meaningful support to expand
forest product markets and long-term reforestation and con-
servation efforts. As part of our broader commitment to cli-
mate resilience and sustainable land use, this investment in
the_forest products_sector aims to ensure our forests remain
healthy, productive, and accessible for generations.”

DEC's Advancing Forest Markets (AFM) grant program
is designed to help remove key barriers to large-scale tree
planting efforts by increasing access to high-quality, locally
grown seedlings for reforestation, afforestation, and climate
resilience projects. It also seeks to strengthen New York
State's forest economy by expanding access to critical
resources for producers of forest commodities like wood
and maple syrup and other forestry businesses through proj-
ects that encourage innovation and expansion in product
development, capacity, and market access.
Eligible applicants must establish a Farm Record with the
United States Department of Agriculture Farm Service
Agency_to obtain a Farm ID and either:
o specialize in collecting, processing, germinating, storing,
propagating, and/or growing native trees or those that sup-
port this supply chain through associated market, workforce,
and network development; or
o own at least one acre of land that is forested or has the
potential to become forested and allows for timber harvest-
ing.
There are three unique funding categories through this grant
program:
o 25 Million Trees Nursery Discount Program: Nurseries
may apply for funding to offset costs to offer trees for sale
to the public at a reduced cost;
o Growing Reforestation Opportunities: Nursery growers,
seed collection networks, and other entities may apply for
funding to scale up their production capacity and support

tree supply chain markets; and
o Tree Market Boost and Revitalization Program:
Forestry and forest product businesses and other entities
may apply for funding to expand their capacity and support
forest-based markets related to reforestation, forest man-
agement, low-grade wood products, timber, and other for-
est products.
Grant awards range from a minimum of $100,000 to a
maximum of $12 million with no match required. Grant
awards will include an incentive payment for program par-
ticipation (between $2,000 and $10,000, dependent on
project size). These incentive payments will be distributed
after a contract becomes fully executed with DEC at the
beginning of the project. All work funded through these
grants must be completed before January 2028.
Applications will be accepted until 2:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, August 5, 2026. Applications must be submit-
ted through the Statewide Financial System (SFS). Those
interested must register in SFS before applying. Not-for-
profits must also prequalify before the application dead-
line. For more details about the grant opportunity, includ-
ing eligibility information, examples of fundable projects,
and application and scoring criteria, visit DEC's website.

Peekamoose Blue Hole -
How To Get a Permit

A permit is required for all visitors to the Peekamoose
Blue Hole and the entire nearby Peekamoose Valley
Riparian Corridor along the Rondout Creek, including
campers, picknickers, and hikers everyday between May
15 and September 15 of each year. Hunters and anglers
with a valid license are exempt from the permit require-
ment. *Please keep in mind that there is no cell service in
the Peekamoose Valley.

https://dec.ny.gov/places/peekamoose-blue-hole

Permits are $10, and must be acquired at least 24 hours
in advance, but no more than a week in advance. Only
advance registrations will be accepted. No walk-in regis-
trations are available. Your permit does not need to list the
names of all members of the visiting party, but it does need
to list the total number of people in the group. Each permit
will be linked to a vehicle, with a 5 person maximum
capacity, and the permit must be displayed on/in the vehi-
cle. 

Permits can be acquired from our Blue Hole permit
page on Reserve America.

https://newyorkstateparks.reserveamerica.com/camp
ing/peekamoose-blue-

hole/r/campgroundDetails.do?contractCode=NY&pa
rkId=5935

Parking Map:
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/peekamoosep-

arking.pdf

https://dec.ny.gov/places/peekamoose-blue-hole
https://newyorkstateparks.reserveamerica.com/camp
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/peekamoosep-arking
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KNARF'S CLASSIC MOVIE 
Amazon Prime; Fandango; YouTube
Munster, Go Home!
(1966, 1h 36m | Comedy | TV-PG)

Is ghoulish looking Herman Munster an aristo-
crat?  He is when he inherits an estate from a
British uncle, and takes his wife Lily, and his
entire family, his son, Eddie, a niece Marilyn, and

Grandpa an experimenter supreme, go to England by boat to claim
both his title, and his manor house. Marilyn falls in love with Roger
Moresby, a race-driving champion boating across the Atlantic to
England. On arriving, they receive a less than a wonderful welcome,
from their foreign relatives (Lady Effigies, her children Freddy and
Grace, and their sinister butler Crookshank), who are using the manor
house as the headquarters of a counterfeiting ring. 

The thugs try to chase them away, but all attempts to scare off the

Munsters fail terribly, for they are delighted by screams in the night,
white-sheeted apparitions, and other ghostly phenomena. Desperate to
get rid of the Munsters, Lady Effigie persuades Herman to save the
family honor by entering an automobile race against Roger, as their
families have been longtime rivals. Roger is knocked unconscious, and
the head of the counterfeiting ring substitutes another driver, planning
harm to Herman as the race proceeds. Herman, avoids trouble by driv-
ing his Dragula, a special coffin-shaped car, wins the race.Will Rodger
visit Marilyn in the States? Directed by Earl Bellamy, Starring Fred
Gwynne, Al Lewis, Yvonne De Carlo, Hermione Gingold When the
Munster family inherits a British Estate, they are set upon by some
archcriminals who are using the place for a counterfeiting ring. 

Blooming Green Lawn 
and Landscape Sevice 

Full time work. 
Salary based on experience. 

Call: 845-665-3348 
or 945-985-0516

tfn

Legal Secretary/Typist for busy law office 
in Grahamsville, full or part-time.

Knowledge of Computers. William Brenner, 
PO Box 369, 157 Main St., 

Grahamsville,
NY 12740. Phone 845-985-7411, 

email: williamabrenner@hotmail.com
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HELP WANTED

Classified Ads 
Only $5.00 a week!

Gnome Home 
Virtual Mall

gnomehomeinc@yahoo.com
... if you just want 

to have some
‘gnome made’ fun..

Visit the gnome’s
virtual on-line local shop

at:
http://www.gnomehomeinc.com

FOR RENT
2 Bedroom Apartment with balcony,

Tri-ValleySchool District in Grahamsville.
Available Immediately.

Call 845-985-7411

Answer to last week’s  Knarf’s Trivia Question:
Blazing Saddles
This weeks’ Trivia question: Steve Martin and Bonnie Hunt
playa athe parents of a big brood in what movie?

http://www.gnomehomeinc.com



