
Tri-Valley Lion's Dinner Meeting 
April 7, 2025

On April 7, 2025, The Tri-Valley Lions had their monthly dinner meeting at
the Neversink General Store (NGS), where Lion President Stephen Miller and
Lion Esta Jacob presented Tri-Valley Townsman Editor, Linda Comando with a
Certificate of Appreciation for the many, many years of publishing articles for
our Lion's Club and shar-
ing our news with the local
community. (see photo) Of
course, The Townsman
provides all viewers of the
online publication with
community going-ons and
local events, information
on local vendors, nature-
related topics, Tri-Valley
School news and events,
and just a plethora of good
and interesting news and
photos. Unfortunately,
Linda's husband Frank
Comando was unable to
attend the dinner meeting
due to a prior accident, so
we wish Frank a speedy
and complete recovery.
Linda publishes the
Townsman come rain,
sleet, snow, hail, a broken
arm and even from a hos-
pital bed.  She is just one
amazing woman who truly loves her job, and we love Linda!

This was the first time The Tri-Valley Lions had our dinner meeting at the
Neversink General Store. The buffet was delicious, and the private room was
elegantly set up for the dinner.  We would like to thank owners Mark McLewin
and wif,e Cristina Aby-Azar, and back office coordinator, Angel Nunez (who
is truly an angel) for the special attention they gave to our Lion's Club for this
dinner and for their ongoing support of the Tri-Valley Lions Annual Journey
For Sight which will be held on Saturday, May 3, 2025 starting at the
Grahamsville First Aid Squad Building  with registration at 8:30 am.  Breakfast
Foods and beverages will be available before, during and after the Walk, start-
ing at 8am. 
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Countdown to the
Annual Tri-Valley

Lions Journey 
For Sight Walk

On Saturday, 
May 3, 2025

Meet in the Grahamsville 
First Aid Squad Building.

Doors open at 8am.
Registration for the Walk is 

at 8:30am
Group Photo outside the First Aid

Squad Building at 8:50am.
Breakfast Foods and Beverages 
available before, during and after 

the Walk compliments of the 
Neversink General Store.

Walk starts at 9:00am around the
Grahamsville Fairgrounds and
is a variable length –walk based 

on Walkers ability.
Complimentary Blood Pressure
Checks available to all thanks to 

the Grahamsville First 
Aid Squad crew.

The Grahamsville Volunteer Fire
Department will join in the 
Walk again this year for the 
Sullivan 180 competition.
We have also invited the

Neversink Fire Department to
join us this year.

Event will be held Rain or Shine.

For additional information
or to sign up for 

The Journey For Sight Walk, 
contact Lion Esta Jacob at

845-866-1579 or
ejacob4848@gmail.com 



YE OLDE  TRI-VALLEY TOWNSMAN
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER FOR 

THE  TOWN OF DENNING AND 
THE  TOWN OF NEVERSINK

Ye Olde Tri-Valley Townsman (ISSN 1558-9013) will be  
published weekly for $40.00 per  year  by  

Gnome Home Inc.  
EDITOR: Linda Comando - 845-985-3215   
THE  SCENE  TOO  - Jane Harrison (Haitus)
OLIVE JAR - Carol La Monda
MYSTERIOUS BOOK REPORT - John McKenna
MOVIE TRIVIA - Frank Comando a/k/a Knarf
COMMUNITY NEWS - Sheila Lashinsky

Email: tvtownsman@yahoo.com  
Website: thetownsman.com

Subscription for The Townsman will be available in PDF
format and will be delivered to you each week in your email that
will be provided by you.  The Townsman can easily be read on a
computer, tablet or cell phone.  The pages have been formatted so
they can be printed out as a whole paper or a single page.  We
continue to encourage those who have home printers, to print out
a hard copy and perhaps pass it on to a family member or friend
who does not have a computer.
..........................................................................................

POLICY ON SUBMISSIONS AND 
LETTERS TO THE EDITORS:

1. ALL  submissions should be typewritten or in Microsoft
Word.
2. Letters should contain  no more than 300 words and must
be typewritten. They may be emailed as Microsoft Word doc-
uments.
3. Letters should offer worthwhile comments and avoid libel
or bad taste.
4. Letters must be signed with the writer's own name.  No let-
ter will be published without a signature.
5. The writer must provide his/her full name, address and tele-
phone number (for verification).  This  information will be
kept on  file in the Gnome Home Inc.  office. Telephone num-
bers will not be published. 
6. Copies of letters or third-party letters will not be accepted.

Opinions expressed in Ye Olde Tri-Valley Townsman
belong to the writers and are not necessarily the viewpoint
of Ye OldeTri-Valley Townsman or its staff.

To renew or receive a new subscription
to the Virtual TOWNSMAN, sent to your email every  week,
print this form then fill out it out and mail it to: Townsman, 
P O Box 232, Grahamsville, NY.   Make checks payable to:
Ye Olde Tri-Valley Townsman.  You may also sign up on line
with  Paypal Go to our  website: http://thetownsman.com 
NAME
EMAIL
PHONE
SUBSCRIPTIONS: $40.00 PER YEAR
NEW RENEWAL/DATE EXP. _______________ 
Check #

Subscription/renewals must be received by the last
Saturday of the month preceding your renewal date to
avoid interruption of your subscription.

A change  of an  email  address must be  received a
monthmonth prior to change in order to make the necessary changes
in our computer system.  All changes are the responsibility of the
subscriber.  

ADVERTISING   DEADLINE: 
3:00 P3:00 P.M. MONDA.M. MONDAYS –YS – FIRM FIRM 

Rates are based on Camera-ready copy.  All  advertising
must be  pre-paid unless other arrangements have been made.

Please send your ad copy to: tvtownsman@yahoo.com or  by
regular mail to: The Townsman, PO Box 232, Grahamsville,
NY 12740

Deadline for all submissions is 3:00 p.m. Monday for the
current week’s issue

NO   EXCEPTIONS.  All press releases/articles sent by email
should be sent as Microsoft Word Documents.   Photos or
graphics must be in  jpg or pdf  format

More than  ever,  thank you for your continued support.

DAYS OF
YORE....
Today's History

April 20, 1955

A son, Michael Anthony,
weighing 5 lbs. 13 oz., was born to
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Greenwald on
Wednesday, April 13th at Flower
Hospital, N.Y.C.  This is their third
child.  It is also the ninth grand-
child for the Herbert Georges and
the 12th great-grandchild for the
Mrs. Andrew George.

Announcement has been made
of the date for the marriage of Mr.
Richard Krom and Miss Anne
Eaton.  The wedding is scheduled
for July 16th in the Methodist
Church in Grahamsville.

Pfc. Charles Phelps, son of Mr.
and Mrs. A.W. Phelps of
Grahamsville, recently participat-
ed in a field training exercise in
Germany with the 1st Infantry
Division's 18th Regiment.  Pfc.
Phelps entered the army in
October, 1953 and completed
basic training at Fort Dix.

April 7, 1965

Miss Marilyn Gockel and Miss
Margaret Viscomi of Sugar Loaf
were among those who left from
Tri Valley School with the Senior
Chorus for a three day concert tour
through eastern Pa.

Mrs. Gilbert Welch was sworn
in as Post Mistress of the
Neversink Post Office on Friday.
We wish her well in her new work.

Diane Zanetti has been accept-
ed at the State Univ. of New York
at Buffalo.  She plans to major in
Physical Therapy.

Steve Johnson plan to major in
Food Processing Technology and
has been accepted at the
Agricultural and Technical
College at Morrisville.
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On the Front Burner: For this is the will of my Father, that
everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life,
and I will raise him up on the last day.          John 6:40

April 23, 1975

Agnes A. Slater, 69, of Rte.
55A, died Friday at Community
General Hospital in Liberty after a
long illness.  A lifelong area resi-
dent, she was born in Claryville,
July 9, 1905.  She married Alfred
Slater at Grahamsville on July 16,
1924.  She was a retired house-
keeper from Woodbourne
Correctional Facility.  She is sur-
vived by her husband; a son, Ralph
of Grahamsville; a daughter, Mrs.
Kaythrine LaHanko of
Grahamsville; six grandchildren;
two great'grandchildren and sever-
al nieces and nephews.

Mr. and Mrs. Matty Russo are
enjoying a second honeymoon in
Florida, compliments of thier
daughter, Mary Ellen Russo.  They
are celebrating their 25th wedding
anniversary on April 25th.

April 18, 1985 

Linda G. Smith of South Hill
Road, Grahamsville, a former
schoolteacher and lifelong area
resident, died Wednesday, April
10, 1985.  She was 81.  The daugh-
ter of the late Andrew and Juliana
Handford George, she was born
Jan. 16, 1904 in Red Hill.  She was
the widow of Thomas H. Smith.
Mrs. Smith originally taught in
one-room schoolhouses in
Grahamsville and Sundown.
Survivors include one son,
Thomas Smith of Grahamsville;
three sisters: Esther George of
Sundown, and Inez G. Gridley and
Dorothy G. Grey, both of
Grahamsville; three grandchildren
and several nieces and nephews.

http://thetownsman.com


LOOKING BACK 
by Beatrice Akerley

Published April 20, 1995

Ladies, I think we should get back to bread bak-
ing.
In the olden days there was far less high blood pres-
sure when us girls pounded out our frustrations dur-
ing the kneading, or took the time during the rising
process for inner reflections as we prepared the
bread for our families.

Homemade bread contains more vitamins and
minerals besides being more economical than store-
bought bread. And what can be tastier than piping
hot bread right out of the oven, just oozing with nice
yellow cow's butter, and waiting to be eaten?

Baking bread is easier to do than baking a cake.
Did you ever wonder why some people break

bread instead of slicing it? "Strictly superstitious."
Some bakers never bake rye bread on a rainy day

because moisture in the air does reflect on bread.
Many years ago when "old wives' tales" were

often told, one of their many subjects was bread. My
Grandmother Loucks said bread should never be cut
by the light of the moon; and when making bread be
sure to put a cross on it to enable the devil to fly out.

One of my favorite bread recipes is for Zuccini
Bread:

2 cups grated zuccini  (set aside) 2 eggs, beaten 
2/3 cup oil

1 1/2 cups sugar
1/2 cup molasses
1/2 t. spoon salt
1/2 cup raisins

2 cups flour
1 tsp. spoon baking soda

1 tsp. spoon baking powder (added to flour)
1 tsp. spoon cinnamon

1 tsp. ginger
broken nuts

Mix sugar, eggs, oil and molasses; add sifted
ingredients; add zuccini, nuts and raisins last. Pour
into two greased loaf pans. Bake at 350 degrees for
one hour. Serve plain, buttered or with a whipped
topping. A cup of pineapple or crushed cherries may
be added if desired.

The memory of a cozy kitchen filled with a warm
fragrance of freshly baked bread remains a home. It
is unforgetable - try it.

Easter Lilies
Apostles of Hope 

A mark of purity and grace throughout the ages, the regal white
lily is a fitting symbol of the greater meaning of Easter.  

The Easter lily
(Latin name
Lilium longiflo-
rum)   is native to
the southern
islands of Japan.
During the
1880's, the lily
began  to beculti-
vated in Bermuda.  

During the
1880s Lily bulbs
were shi-pped to
this country from
Bermuda where

they  successfully culitivated.  However, by the turn of the centu-
ry Japan took the lead in growing and exporting Easter Lilies to
the United States and dominated the market until the   start of
World War II. 

Most Easter Lilies that we will enjoy this holiday season can be
traced back to a soldier named Louis Hougton, who filled a suit-
case with hybrid lily bulbs and brought them to the south coast of
Oregon in 1919.

Upon his return to Oregon, Houghton distributed the bulbs among
his  friends and neighbors. By the time the Japanese attacked Pearl
Harbor in 1941, and the Japanese source of bulbs was abruptly cut
off,  the value of lily bulbs increased rapidly and many who grew the
lilies for pleasure and a hobby decided to go into business. They
referred to Easter Lily bulbs as “White Gold” with over 1,200 grow-
ers along the Pacific coast casing in on their crop.

Growing Easter Lilies required skill and effort as there was a spe-
cific science to the climate requirements. The number of Easter Lilly
growers dwindled down to ten farms between Oregon and the
border of California.  This region-  the Easter Lily Capital of the
World -  produces nearly all of the bulbs for the blooming potted
Easter Lily market.  

Every  fall  the bulbs are harvested.  The commercial-sized bulbs
are dug up, cleaned, graded, packaged and shipped to greenhouse
growers throughout the United States and Canada who force the
plants under controlled conditions, a delicate task, that will ultimate-
ly produce  flowers in time for Easter. 
As Easter falls on a different day each year, dependent upon when the
first Sunday following  the first full moon after the vernal equinox
occurs - any time between March 22 and April 25.    

From the fields to the greenhouse to your home, the Easter Lily
remains the traditional, time-honored flower of Easter. Symbolic of a
resurrection - a mark of purity and grace throughout the ages, the
regal white lily is a fitting symbol of the greater meaning of Easter.
Gracing millions of homes and churches, the flowers personify joy,
hope and life. Whether given as a gift or enjoyed in your own home,
the Easter Lily serves as a beautiful reminder that Easter is a time for
rejoicing and celebrating.
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Nature Column - L. Comando 
A tribute to the memory of all of the Townsman Ladies that we

have  loved so much and lost… Peggy DeWire, Avril Pappa, Joan
Hall, Polly Hill,  Joyce Lockhart, Jean Helthaler, Karen Curry,
Barbara Slater, Shirley Davis, Hulda Vernooy, Carolyn Coombe
and Martha Ahrens

Household Hint:

Wine Cork Caulk Saver
If you are planning on serving wine along with

Easter Dinner, don’t through the cork away.
Synthetic wine corks are great for sealing partially
used tubes of caulk. Drill a 5/16-in. hole into the
cork about 1 in. deep. The cork fits perfectly and
makes an airtight seal.

APRIL17, 2025
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Tri-Valley Lion's Dinner Meeting 
April 7, 2025

(From Pg. 1)  The event is held rain or shine. See attached photos taking during the April 7th dinner meeting.  We
encourage one and all to come join us.

Also at the dinner meeting a
donation to Ride to Survive for
Juvenile Diabetes was approved
again this year.  This is a charita-
ble event that the Lions have sup-
ported for more than 30 years,
and we were fortunate in the past
to have Charlie Lawrence and his
children joined us many years
ago for a presentation about their
charity.  Since then, Charlie's son
has passed on and his daughter
now suffers from this illness as
well, however their cause is still
carried on as Juvenile Diabetes
affects so many young folks.

The Tri-Valley Lions, which was chartered in 1977, is now in our
48th year of existence, and we are always looking for new mem-
bers. Just as a reminder, The Tri-Valley Lions bring in donations
and funding

by selling sodas from our Soda Booth for events at the
Grahamsville Fairgrounds, selling Chocolate Easter Bunnies, our
Annual Journey for Sight Walk and Tag Day. Our funding
allows us to continue to provide monetary and service support to
Local Food Pantries, Tri-Valley School Community Service
and Achievement Awards, Children's Eye Screenings, support
for Diabetes, Lymphoma and Leukemia organizations, child-
hood cancer, WSUL Heart-A-Thon, Guiding Eyes for The
Blind, and so much more.  If you are interested in joining the Tri-
Valley Lions or getting more information about our club, please
contact Membership Chair, Pat Menje at 917-783-6253 or hvac-
pat69@gmail.com or President Stephen Miller at 845-798-1981
or sgrecords@hvc.rr.com 

Wishing one and all a happy, healthy and safe Spring, and hope
you will stop by our Soda Booth at the Grahamsville Fairgrounds
for the 2025 Annual Little Worlds Fair and all forthcoming
Fairground events.



SC Sheriff Mike Schiff Welcomed Five New Deputies

Sheriff Mike Schiff welcomed five new deputies who started in the Jail Division on Monday. They were sworn in by Sullivan
County Clerk Russell Reeves who administered the oath of office. Four of the five recruits are transfers from local New York State
Correctional facilities. This is a bonus for Sullivan County since the former state correction officers already have the required acad-
emy training. In the photo from left to right: Sullivan County Clerk Russell Reeves, Sheriff Mike Schiff, Dylan Newman, Dominique
Smith, Tommy Watson, Jr., Jonathan Cordero, and Craig Rutledge.

Child Care Providers Needed
If you have considered working with or teaching young children, there is no better time to start! Sullivan County needs

childcare throughout the county!
According to The U.S. Census Bureau, the population estimate as of July 1, 2023, is 79,920 people in Sullivan County.

6.1% of the county's population are children under the age of 5 (US Census Bureau, 2010). Making the under 5 popula-
tion in Sullivan County, 4,795 children. The current number of infant / toddler childcare spots available in Sullivan County
is 1,129. The bottom line is Sullivan County children and current providers NEED your assistance as childcare is filled
with waiting lists.
Consider working from home and teaching children. You can run your own small business from home while contributing
to and supporting the working families in Sullivan County! 

If you're worried about start-up cost, we may be able to assist in supply costs through grant programs facilitated through
the Sullivan County Child Care Council, Inc. and ALL required training is free to anyone opening a program in Sullivan
County!!! Please contact the Sullivan County Child Care Council for step-by-step assistance with the application process,
business aspect of your program, as well as the programs and resources available when your program is established.

The Sullivan County Child Care Council, Inc. has determined an immediate need for Infant and Toddler childcare
based on our referral services:
o County wide - of 44 inquiries 31 were for Infant and Toddler care
o Requests for Infant and Toddler care through our agency have been made mainly for Fallsburg, Liberty and Monticello 
o Most of our providers have no infant or toddler spots available
For more information please visit our website: scchildcare.com, the Office of Children and Family Services at :
https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/childcare/becomeaprovider.asp , or give our office a call at (845) 292-7166.
US Census Bureau, 2010.
Retrieved on 5/07/2019:
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/sullivancountynewyork/AGE135217#AGE135217
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Legacy Mysterious Book Report No.  128 

The Hidden Key
Mysterious Book Report No. 401  

Published April 9,  2020
by John Dwaine McKenna

Now that we're all holed up at home,  huddled around the
coffee table without any basketball, baseball, hockey or automo-
bile racing on television to keep us entertained while we wait out
the Covid-19 virus pandemic, there is a bright side.  It's a great
time to read.  Reading will expand your mind, ease your worries
and soothe your soul, as you escape into literature and stop being
hammered into a depression by all the talking heads on the news.

And just in time to do all of that, comes an exciting new thriller that
combines murder, international antiquities trafficking, intrigue, mayhem and good guy
lawyer.  How much better can it get?

Hidden Key, (Camel Press, PB, $15.95, 250 pages, ISBN 978-1603815802)  by David
Grogan is a propulsive, action driven thriller that starts on page one when an Iraq war vet-
eran and US Navy Seabee answers his front door at 10:30 p.m. and is confronted by a pair
of thugs intent on robbing him of a clay tablet he brought home as a war souvenir.  It's the
opening gambit in a hunt and chase for an ancient relic with a treasure map etched on it.  Exactly one week later, retired
U.S. Navy JAG (Judge Advocate General) officer and practicing Commonwealth of Virginia attorney Steve Stilwell is
summoned to London to meet with an Indian billionaire at a skeezy restaurant to discuss terms of employment.  They're
barely seated, when two men with guns burst into the eatery and Stilwell's new client screams I've sold my soul to the
Devil, and now I must pay.  Moments later he is dead, leaving the confused American attorney in the hands of a pair of
Scotland Yard detectives.  Days later, back in Virginia, while  trying to probate the  late billionaire client's estate, Steve
and his war wounded partner Casey, come into possession of the mysterious purloined clay tablet and set off a thrilling
international chase where no one is safe from death or the allure of an ancient treasure . . . and that's only the first fifty
pages of this electrifying novel . . . 

The Hidden Key is a smoking-hot thrill ride from beginning to end and will leave all action adventure enthusiasts
howling for their next Steve Stilwell
yarn!

Like the review?  Let your
friends know, You saw it in the
Mysterious Book Report, because
the greatest compliment you can
give is to share our work with
others.

And Hey!  When you have a
moment, please check out our
secure, all brand-new and com-
bined website that's redesigned,
prettier, simple to use, and easy as
pie to send us your comments!
Please do.  We're looking forward
to hearing from all of you.

http://Johndwainemckenna.com
or 

http://Mysteriousbookreport.com
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Musical
Healing

I am fortunate to have two great nieces who can really
sing.  Really sing, I mean, like opera, like Broadway stage

blasting, like pop
tune melodies on the radio, and like soothing lullabies.  It is a
talent that I, and my immediate family, do not possess.  We can-
not even hit all the right notes to “Happy Birthday.”  

I believe, however, that everyone should sing.  It is good
for your lungs, for your endorphins, and for your soul. I just
don't know if we atonal singers should ever subject anyone
else's sensitive ears to our cacophony and screeching.  I always
positioned myself next to Donal DuBois's deaf left ear so I
could do more than lip-sync in church.

I sug-
gest singing
along, -
alone, with
the car ra-

dio, belting one
out in the shower,
or singing to an
audience of trees
and shrubs in the
back yard.  Be
aware of small
critters heading away a safe distance.

Singing is an emotional release, as our bodies synchronize with
the harmonic vibrations.   It is believed that certain frequencies can
calm, heal, or energize.  For example, the frequency of the earth's
rotation, the Eleventh Harmonic, is believed to cure disease.

So, since I cannot sing to please others, I will sing to please
myself.  In certain situations, like now, I will go outside and sing to
the universe in a Primeval Scream!

The FamilyMemoir, PROSILIO...
... in Greek means "Toward the Sun," was writ-
ten by Carol Olsen LaMonda.  Carol writes the
column "The Olive Jar" for Ye  O l d e  Tr i -
Va l l e y Townsman. This local
author has been busy guesting
at book clubs who have cho-
sen this local memoir as their
book choice.  Feel the
warmth of “Prosilio” as you
read Carol’s memoirs cud-
dled up in your favorite
chair.  It also makes a great
gift! Prosilio is available at
Amazon or Barnes and
Noble on-line as a soft or
hard cover  or  as  a  down-
loadable  e-book for Nook or Kindle. Go
to: http://amazon.com or http://barnesandno-
ble.com and type in Prosilio in the search to
order  your copy of Prosilio
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T h e  O l i v eT h e  O l i v e
J a rJ a r

by Carol Olsen LaMonda

APRIL 17, 2025
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DPL Offers Insightful
Programs & Services 

to Community
By Lisa Carroll

GRAHAMSVILLE-We would like to extend a big “thank
you” to Stewart's Shops who granted us a generous donation
through their Holiday Match Grant Program. With it, we were

able to purchase many bilingual picture books and thus significant-
ly increase our collection. We now have board books and picture
books; perfect for young children through elementary age. While
the majority is Spanish/English, there are a few Japanese/English,
French/English and Mandarin Chinese/English as well. Not only
will these benefit children who are bilingual but also could help
older students taking secondary school Spanish practice their read-
ing skills. The books are beautiful and every one should take the
opportunity to check them out.  We truly appreciate Stewart's Shop
and their continued support of the DPL as well as their commit-
ment to literacy, community and education!  

Our first “Up in the Air” LEGO program of the season held on
Wednesday, April 9 went beautifully. The children in grades 4-6
were very inventive with their LEGO parts and balloons, creating
dynamite looking hot air balloons. Our next program will be on

Wednesday, April 30 for
children in grades 2-3.
They will be tasked with
building the ultimate back-
yard treehouse of their
dreams. How high can they
build them? We'll find out.
Then, on Wednesday, May
7 from 3:00PM to 4:30PM,
UPK-grade 1 children will
be invited to try their hand
at building balloon-pow-
ered vehicles. It's going to
be a great time and hopeful-
ly we'll be able to get some
to race. Our final LEGO
program will be on
Wednesday, May 14 for
toddlers ages 3 and 4. Their
theme is “Spring is in the
Air” so anything “spring-
like” such as flowers or

bugs will be a big hit. We're just happy to see what their imag-
ination comes up with. Registration is required and open to
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Ben Knight
845-985-0516 • 845-665-3348
Spring Cleanups

Book Your Landscaping Jobs Now!
Trees, Shrubs, Perennials Planted

Pruning
• Shrubs • Fruit Trees • Ornamental Trees
Custom Complete Lawn Care • Edging 

Raised Flowerbeads • Mulching • Light Landscaping
Over 25 years experience 

Residential and Commercial 
Fully Insured

Firewood 
Buy from the best

Don’t be undercut by the rest
Check out our website:

http://www.bloominggreenlawnandlandscape.com
“If it grows by day, have it cut & split by Knight”

Tri-Valley residents.  
The Women's Health presentation with Rachel Brazell went

well, with many in attendance. “It was a fabulous program with
lots of important information shared and gained. The group
shared tips for what helped them. There were a lot of great dis-
cussions,” Nicole Richardson, DPL Community Programs
Associate, said. In the future, she added, there will be more pro-
grams like this one. Next week, on April 23-25th, Ellenville
Regional Hospital representatives will be at the library from
9AM to 12PM to discuss services the hospital provides to the
community. Some topics include men and women's health, sports
medicine, physical therapy, patient care planning, digital imag-
ing, caridac rehab and specialty services. Please join us and ask
any questions you might have.  

We are getting ready to host our popular “Boujee” Bingo...one
of our annual fundraisers. It's a great night out for all who partic-
ipate with lots of great prizes, laughs and mingling. We greatly
appreciate those who can come out, enjoy the night and support
the library. Speaking of supporting the library's endeavors, we
will soon be posting information on how to donate used
books and materials for our summer book tent and GPP
Book Sale. Ultimately, you'll be contacting Michelle
Gorman to set up a time to drop off materials. Please call
ahead so we can be ready for your donation and once the tent
is set up outside, please don't just leave your donation in it.
We have a very specific process for donations and it's easier
for all involved when that process is followed. But, as I've
said, more specific information will be forthcoming! 

A huge thank you to Stewart's Shops for their grant donation
through their Holiday Match Grant Program. The monies

allowed us to purchase new bilingual children's books. Please
stop in the library to check them out!

Our first “Up in the Air” LEGO pro-
gram of the season held on

Wednesday, April 9 went beautifully.
The children's hot air balloon cre-
ations were amazing and will be on
display on the children's floor of the
library, so please come take a look!

http://www.bloominggreenlawnandlandscape.com


PAGE  9 THE TOWNSMAN APRIL 17, 2025



THE TOWNSMANPAGE  10 APRIL 17, 2025



THE TOWNSMANPAGE   11 APRIL 17, 2025

Sean Grady Promoted to
Rank of Dectective

Sullivan County Sheriff Mike Schiff congratulates
Sean Grady on his recent promotion to the rank of
Detective. Detective Grady, who has 19 years of service
with the Sheriff's Office, will serve as a uniform
Detective in the Sheriff's Youth Division. He will con-
tinue his assignment as a School Resource Officer. and
investigate crimes reported by school districts. 

Sullivan to Enforce Flow
Control Law

Garbage Collected in
County Must Be Disposed

in County
Monticello, NY - Sullivan County legislators agreed this
week to more rigorously enforce the County's existing
“flow control” law, which mandates that trash generated
locally must be brought to a local disposal location.

“Haulers who collect garbage in Sullivan County but
then transport it outside Sullivan's boundaries are break-
ing the law, and we're stepping up efforts to monitor,
ticket and fine any commercial hauling companies
which permit their drivers to illegally ship trash to out-
of-County locations,” explained District 7 Legislator
Joe Perrello, Chair of the Legislature's Public Works
Committee and Vice Chair of the Legislature.

“A primary reason for flow control is due to our con-
tract with the upstate landfill to which we send our
garbage: Seneca Meadows,” he added. “If we don't

Dear Valued Customer:

Brenner Income Tax Center is at the same location at
157 Main Street, Grahamsville.

Income tax time is upon us again. There have been many changes with-
in the IRS which will affect your income tax return and refund.
I am here and ready to assist you with these changes.

Please call me at (845) 985-7411 to set up
your appointment today. 

Sincerely,
Marc Hurwitz &
William A. Brenner
Brenner Income Tax Centers

157 Main St., P.O. Box 369

Grahamsville, NY

Intersection of Route 55 & Route 42

(845) 985-7411

brennerincometax@hotmail.com

make our tonnage obligations, our rates can increase.”
Article IV, Section 171-6, Part B of the Sullivan County

Administrative Code mandates that “unless authorized by the
rules or by an order of the Commissioner of Public Works, no
person shall pick up or haul solid waste and/or recyclables
generated inside the County to a solid waste management
facility located outside of the County.”

“That rule has been in place for decades, but recently, we've
discovered that some garbage hauling companies are taking
trash to Orange County or Pennsylvania, where tipping fees
are cheaper,” Perrello stated.

Late last year, legislators authorized the increase of 2025
tipping fees for trash removal companies bringing waste to
Sullivan County-operated transfer stations, upping the fee
from $120 to $136.50 for municipal solid waste (MSW) and to
$150 a ton for construction & demolition debris (C&D).

“We were forced to raise rates because of our rising expor-
tation costs,” Perrello explained. “We decided to spread the
cost of the system more fairly across actual users instead of
taxpayers, who have for decades subsidized the solid waste
system. As a result, haulers who bypass our facilities cheat the
taxpayers of Sullivan County. We are going to put a stop to
that.”

Any commercial user or solid waste collector or hauler
convicted of violating the County's flow control law could be
charged with a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to
$500 for the first offense, $1,000 for the second offense and
$1,500 for each subsequent offense, and/or being jailed for up
to six months.
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https://www.amazon.com/Spirit-Sumi-Linda-G-
Comando-ebook/dp/B077H87987

Ulster County DMV
Mobile Unit Expands

Service to Town of
Plattekill

Kingston, NY - The Acting Ulster County
Clerk Taylor Bruck is pleased to announce an
update to the DMV Mobile Unit schedule.
Beginning Thursday, April 17, 2025, the DMV
Mobile Unit will now serve the Town of
Plattekill on the third Thursday of every
month. The mobile unit will be located at the
Plattekill Town Hall, 1915 Route 44-55,
Modena, NY 12548.

In an effort to be as conveniently accessible
to as many Ulster County residents as possi-
ble, the County Clerk's Office provides limited
DMV services through the DMV Mobile Unit,
which now travels to seven different towns
throughout the year. The mobile unit offers a
selection of essential DMV services, bringing
convenience to residents who may not be able
to visit the Kingston DMV office.

Services Available at the DMV Mobile Unit:
•  Driver's License Renewal

•  Learner's Permit
•  Non-Driver I.D.

•  REAL ID
•  Vehicle Registration

•  Registration Renewal
•  License Plate Surrender
•  Duplicate Title Request

•  Change of Address

DMV Mobile Unit Hours:
•  10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
•  2:00 PM - 3:30 PM

Residents are encouraged to take advantage
of this service for their DMV needs. Please
note, the DMV Mobile Unit schedule may be
subject to change due to inclement weather.
Residents should check for updates before vis-
iting.

For more information on the DMV Mobile
Unit schedule and services, visit
https://clerk.ulstercountyny.gov or contact the
Ulster County DMV at dmv@co.ulster.ny.us or
(845) 340-3700.

https://www.amazon.com/Spirit-Sumi-Linda-G-Comando-
https://clerk.ulstercountyny.gov
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Pools
Installed
Liners 

Installed
Filters 

Installed

Pool Take 
Down & 

Take Away

Opening,
Closing &

Repair
Bought your pool/liner ON-Line

Call Us to Install It

• Pools Sold • Liners Sold • Filters Sold
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ggnnoommeehhoommeeiinncc..ccoomm

http://www.sheeleyexcavating.com

Wednesdays from 9:30 - 12:30 
Come paint with us! 

Join this collaborative group as we create and inspire
each other.  Please bring any  art supplies that you plan

to work with to create your piece. Adults only.

Daniel Pierce LibraryDaniel Pierce Library

845-985-0501

Your ad could appear
here for as little as 

$12 per week!
Interested?

Send us an email at
tvtownsman@yahoo.com

gnnommeehommeeiinnc.comm

http://www.sheeleyexcavating.com


25 Symbols of  new
life
28 Something that
stands for some-
thing else
30 Part of the Seder
Plate
31 Seventh letter of
the Greek alphabet
33 Internet Protocol
34 What the
early bird will
catch
38 People
who served
in the mili-
tary
39 A popular
spring bird
41 Container
made from
cane
43 Moniker
44 In the
direction of
45 Triumph
in
47 Kinetic
energy
50 He hides
the Easter
eggs
52 Los
Angeles
54 Feline
56 Move through
the air
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Answer  on page 23 To play SUDOKO online:
https://sudoko.com

68 Lively
dance
69 Margar-ine
70 Cooking
utensil
71 Sweet sug-
ary food
72 Night
before an
event
73 Solemn acts
75 Speak with
great enthusi-
asm

77 Fragrant
Easter flower
80 Swamp
81 Short for
good-bye
82 Distinct
ideology
83 Cardinal
number
84 Exclama-
tion of surprise
85 Not off
87 Egyptian
sun god

ACROSS
1 Produced a
flame
4 Unleaven-
ed bread
9 Evening
meal
12  Counter-
pane
14 Fruit-filled
pastry
15 Used to
link alterna-
tives
17 Half an em
19 The person
speaking
20 Ten cents
22 Motivate
26 Reverend
27 Mass
departure
29 Self-pride
30 Referring
to the man
32 Employ-
ing
35 Dutch
cheese
36 Extrater-
restrial
37 Spring fes-
tival com-
memorating
the Israelites
from

DOWN
2 Intelligent
Quotient
3 Bulbous
spring flower
5 Associated
Press
6 A/K/A ‘tea’
tree
7 Japanese
school of
Mahayana
Budhism
8 Abode
9 Passover
meal
10 Type of
Gnome com-
puter system
11 Having two
or more differ-
ent colors
13 Pointed end
of something
16 Restore life
18 Depart
21 Fault in a
person that is
less serious
than the fault
of the once
criticizing
23 Non-physi-
cal part of a
prson
24 Reawaken-
ing

Under the Sea
67 Preposition
68 Full of hap-
piness
70 After noon
71 Shout for
joy
74 Month of
Easter and
Passover 2025
76 Smal jump-
ing insect
78 By way of 
79 Era
80 Mile
(abbrev)
81 Risk some-
thing
83 Spasmodic
contraction of
a muscle
84 A day of
festivity
86 Oldest fes-
tival of the
Christian
church
88 In accor-
dance with
89 Horse of a
small breed
90 Neversink
or Merriman
91 Snaring
trap

Egyptian
bondage
40 Popular
Easter animal
42 Something
done again
44 One and
one
46 Inquire
48 Mountain
49 Bachelor
of Arts
50 Carbuncle
51 Waistband
53 Securities
Exchange
Commission
55 Tread
water
56 Fourth
note of the
major scale
57 Indefinite
article
59 Flourecent
color
61 Cause to
become
healthy again
62 Collective
phenomena of
the physical
world
64 Character
in 20,000
Leagues

58 An edible
kernel
60 Relating to
the universe
61 Meat tradi-
tionally served
at Easter dinner
63 Extra-senso-
ry perception
65 Long period
of time
66 Twelfth star
in a constella-
tion

JJooyyoouuss  HHoolliiddaayy  SSeeaassoonn  - L. Comando

Torte di Formaggio 
(Italian Easter Ricotta

Cheesecake)
3 lbs ricotta, drained well

8 eggs
1 1/4 c. sugar
1/4  c. honey

Juice and zest of 1/2 lemon
Juice and zest of 1/2 orange

2 tbs. ground cinnamon
Heat oven to 350º
Grease a large spring form pan and set

aside.
In a large bowl, whisk together the ricotta,

eggs, sugar, honey, lemon zest and orange zest.
Pour batter into the greased pan and sprin-

kle the top of cake with ground cinnamon.
Bake for 1 hour, or until the tip of a knife

inserted halfway into the cake comes out
clean.

Remove cake from the oven and let it com-
pletely cool before removing it from the pan.

https://sudoko.com
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- L. Comando
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4/3; 4/10; 4/17; 4/24

4.

Travel Advisory – Callicoon Bridge Closed 
to All Traffic Over Three Tons

The New York State Department of Transportation is advising motorists that the Callicoon Bridge - also known as
Interstate Bridge #7 - which spans the Delaware River and links Bridge Street in the Town of Callicoon, Sullivan
County, with State Route 1016 in Damascus Township, PA will be closed to all traffic over three tons beginning the
morning of April 3 until emergency repairs are complete at a time yet to be determined. Heavy vehicles should seek
alternate routes until further notice.

About the Department of Transportation
It is the mission of the New York State Department of Transportation to provide a safe, reliable, equitable, and

resilient transportation system that connects communities, enhances quality of life, protects the environment, and sup-
ports the economic well-being of New York State.

Lives are on the line; slow down and move over for highway workers!
For more information, find us on Facebook, follow us on X or Instagram, or visit our website. For up-to-date trav-

el information, call 511, visit www.511NY.org or download the free 511NY mobile app.
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LEGAL NOTICE 
Pursuant to section 103 of General Municipal Law,

Sealed bids are being requested for the following items: 
Sealcoating Bank/Town Hall & Route 42 Park 

(1) Bank’s section is 7200 SF w/two handicap parking
spots. 

(2) Town has four sections of lot for a total of 29,885 SF
w/two handicap parking spots.

(3) Route 42 Park – Town has walking path 26,400 SF
& apron in front of garage 1125 SF. 

Specifications and bid forms may be obtained at
the Town Clerk’s Office, 273 Main Street, PO Box 307,
Grahamsville, NY 12740, Monday – Friday, 8:30 am to
4:30 pm, excluding holidays. All bids must be in the
hands of the Town Clerk at the Town Hall no later than 2:00
pm on Monday, May 12, 2025 at which time or as reason-
ably soon thereafter, all bids will be publicly opened and
read. 

The Town Board reserves the right to reject any
and all bids without reason. 
BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD 
TOWN OF NEVERSINK 
STACI CONJURA, TOWN CLERK

JOB OPENING AT DANIEL PIERCE LIBRARY
PT Library Clerk

$15.50/hour
The Daniel Pierce Library is seeking a part-time Library
Clerk who will be responsible for performing essential
library functions and providing excellent customer service
to our patrons. The Daniel Pierce Library is located in
Grahamsville, NY and serves the residents of the Tri-Valley
Central School District.

Responsibilities:
•  Works at the circulation desk, checks materials in and
out, processes holds and renewals, shelves books and
assists patrons
•  Assists with library programs and events including but
not limited to, setting up and taking down tables, chairs,
signs, and displays
•  Performs other duties, as needed

Qualifications:
•  High School or equivalency diploma.  Associate's Degree
preferred
•  Demonstrated ability to work in a team setting but can
also work independently
•  Excellent communication, interpersonal and technology
skills
•  Ability to work in a dynamic library environment

Schedule:
•  This position has varying hours, ranging from 10-18
hours per week.  Will be expected to work the Tuesday and
Thursday night shift (3:00 pm - 7:00 pm) and Saturdays
when open

Interested applicants should submit a cover letter
and resume to crusso@rcls.org     

4/17; 4/24;  5/1; 5/8 

Ulster County Executive 
Jen Metzger Signs Law

Granting ADU Tax Incentive
for Homeowners, but Calls for

Amendment Excluding 
Short-term Rental Uses 

KINGSTON, NY - Ulster County Executive Jen Metzger
has signed Local Law No. 9 of 2024, which provides a real
property tax exemption for homeowners on the added value
of constructing an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) on
their property. This law, which took effect upon signing, is
meant to incentivize residents to construct ADUs for per-
manent housing, helping to address the housing crisis, but
the County Executive expressed concerns in a signing
memorandum that the law did not clearly prohibit a tax
break for an ADU used as a short-term rental (STR), which
is contrary to the purpose of the tax incentive.  

Under the new law, homeowners can opt into a provi-
sion of the state's real property tax law that allows for an
exemption from County taxes on the portion of the proper-
ty's increased value - up to $200,000 - that results from the
construction of an ADU. This exemption lasts for five
years, after which it gradually decreases - by 25% annual-
ly for three years, followed by 10% annually for two more
years.

ADUs are small, self-contained residential units that
may be part of a house or garage, or they may be a free-
standing unit on the homeowner's property. The County's
Housing Smart Communities Program encourages munici-
palities to create ADU-friendly zoning laws, and has
offered two rounds of grants to homeowners to build ADUs
in exchange for keeping the rent affordable for at least 10
years. The ADU grants cannot be used for short-term rental
purposes. The new tax incentive, which was proposed by
the County Executive, was intended to support ongoing
County efforts to expand permanent housing. However, the
Legislature amended the proposed law, removing language
stipulating the residential purpose of the tax exemption.  

In a signing memorandum accompanying Local Law
No. 9, County Executive Metzger stated:

“The sole purpose of this local law is to support home-
owners in constructing Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)
for permanent housing on their property, helping to address
the housing crisis we continue to face in Ulster County.
Indeed, the intent of the Governor and State Legislature in
passing the legislation allowing for a property tax exemp-
tion on the capital improvements from construction of
ADUs was to incentivize this affordable form of housing.
As amended, this local law contains no prohibition against
taking advantage of this tax break for the purpose of con-
structing a short-term rental (STR), which is entirely count-
er to the intent of the law. I am therefore signing this local
law with strong reservations, and will put forward an
amendment at the next legislative session to prohibit this
tax exemption if the ADU is used as a short-term rental.”

LEGALS/PUBLIC NOTICES
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http://www.colonialfamilyfuneralhomes.com

ST. 
MARK'S

UMC
68 Clinton St
Napanoch NY

INDOOR
YARD
and

CLOTHING
SALE

Will be
opened
every
Friday  
from 
10 - 3

Something
for

Everyone!

Covered Dish 
Supper
5:30 pm

May 3, 2025
Many items from the Indoor
Yard Sale will be available

for sale at the Supper.
Come check them out.

Grahamsville & Sundown 
United Methodist Churches

Come and Join us for
in person Worship on Sundays.

Sundown UMC 8:30 am
Peekamoose Rd., Sundown

Grahamsville UMC 10:30 am
350 Main Street, Grahamsville

Pastor Harriet Wilkin
845-985-2283

Sundown United
Methodist Church

Daily Mass Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Friday,  and Saturday
Mass at 8:30AM.

Thursday, 3 pm Divine Mercy Chaplete followed by Mass

First Thrift 

Sat., Apr. 19
9 am - 12 noon

St. Mary’s and St. Andrews Church
139 S Main Street • Ellenville, NY 12740

Mass Times
SUNDAY EUCHARIST
5:00 PM Saturday Evening
7:30 AM Sunday Morning
10:00 AM Sunday Morning

(Latin)   11:30 AM Sunday Morning*
(Spanish)   1:00 PM Sunday Afternoon

*Sung Mass 2nd and 4th Sundays

WEEKDAY EUCHARIST
8:00 AM Monday through Friday

9:00 AM Saturday
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST

Schedule will be listed in the bulletin
https://smsaparish.org/bulletins

Worship Services @ 10:15 am
Rev. Ken Tenckinck, Pastor

APRIL 17, 2025

http://www.colonialfamilyfuneralhomes.com
https://smsaparish.org/bulletins


Grahamsville United Methodist Church
356 Main St. P.O. Box 86 
Grahamsville, NY 12740

Thrift Sale Schedule 2024
All sales are from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

Donations accepted in the thrift building on Tuesdays,
starting March 11, 2025, from 9:30 to 11:30 or by appoint-

ment. Call Ruth at 845-985-7222.
grahamsvilleumc.org - grahamsvilleumc@gmail.com   

Harriet Wilkin, Pastor

$17.5 BILLION in Lost Money
Every day New York State returns $1.5 million to those who file claims here.

Is any yours?   To find out, go to:
https://osc.state.ny.us/ouf  or https://ouf.osc.state.ny.us/ouf

Many have checked, and sure enough after following the directions and fil-
ing a claim,  have received a check from the NYS Comptroller's  Office.  It only
takes a few minutes to find 
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ARTISTS • CRAFTERS
Need a place to show and sell your crafts?

Call us at  845-985-0501
email: tvtownsman@yahoo.com

or visit our Virtual Mall   
http://gnomehomeinc.com

VETERANS always Free search of the Archives for family or 
history of Sullivan County

at the  Sullivan County Museum,  265 Main St., Hurleyville, NY.  
For information call 845-434-8044.

SUUJI  WA TANSU NI KAGIRU
answer

Sundown 
United Methodist Church

Covered Dish Supper
Saturday,  

May 3,  2025  5:30 pm 
at the Church Hall

Check out  the tables with Yard Sale items 
available for sale

(Covered Dish Suppers are held the 
First  Saturday of each month at 5:30 pm  

at the Church Hall)

Ans to last week’s Crossword 

APRIL 17, 2025

Check the air quality where you are at:
https://www.airnow.gov/

Clip & Save

2025  Journey For Sight Walk 
Saturday, May 3, 2024 Journey For Sight Walk at the

Grahamsville First Aid Squad Building and Grahamsville
Fairgrounds. We would love to have you join us this year, and you
will see more information about The Journey For Sight Walk in
upcoming editions of The Townsman.

April - 19th
May - 3rdh and 17th
June - 7th and 21st
July - 5tth and 19th

August - 2nd and 16th
Sept - 6th and 20th
October - 4th and 18th
Nov - 1st and 15th

(weather permitting

Dec 6th – Holiday Craft Fair

https://osc.state.ny.us/ouf
https://ouf.osc.state.ny.us/ouf
http://gnomehomeinc.com
https://www.airnow.gov/


4/16/25 Neversink Rondout Antique Machinery Association 1st meeting of the year-Grahamsville Firehouse 7 pm
4/17/25 Town of Denning Planning Board Meeting 6:00 pm  Denning Town of Town Hall
4/17/25 Neversink Fire District Commissioner Meeting 7:00pm
4/19/25 Grahamsville UMC Thrift Sale 9 am - 12 Noon
5/3/25 Sundown UMC Covered Dish Supper 5:30 Church 
5/6/25  Claryville Fire District Monthly Meeting 6:30 pm
5/13/25  Denning Town Board & Business Meeting  6:00 pm Denning Town Hall
5/14/25 Town of Neversink  - Board Meeting 
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TOWN OF OLIVE MEETINGS ARE AS  FOLLOWS:
Unless otherwise noted, all Town Board meetings are held at the Town Meeting Hall, Bostock Road, Shokan at 7:00 pm.  Town Board
Meetings are the second Tuesday of each month with the audit/workshop meetings being held the Monday  preceding the second
Tuesday.
Town of Olive Planning Board meets the first and third Tuesdays  of  each month. Meetings start at 7:30 PM at the Town Hall on
Bostock Road, Shokan, NY.  You can contact the Town Building & Zoning Department to confirm a meeting date if you would like to
attend at 657-2015.  If there is nothing on their agenda, they will cancel meetings.

Town of Denning  - http://www.denning.us
Town of Neversink - https://townofneversink.org

LOCAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS
APRIL 17, 2025

Weekly Update For The Week Of
April 14 - 18, 2025

Legislative Committee Meetings are Livestreamed at
https://www.youtube.com/@UlsterCountyLegislature/streams

Monday, April 14

•  5:00 PM - Ulster County Community Services Board, in the Ulster County
Department of Mental Health, 368 Broadway, Kingston

Tuesday, April 15

•  5:30 PM - Democratic Caucus, in Legislative Chambers, 6th Floor, County Office
Building, Kingston
•  6:15 PM - Republican Caucus, in the KL Binder Library, 6th Floor, County Office
Building, Kingston

The Following Public Hearings & Legislative Session are held in Legislative
Chambers, 6th Floor, County Office Building, Kingston & Via Livestream at
youtube.com/@UlsterCountyLegislature
•  7:05 PM - Public Hearing As Required Under Article 25AA Of Agricultural
Markets Law, On the Eight Year Review Of Agricultural District No. 3 And Providing
Direct Notice To Affected Municipalities
•  7:10 PM - Public Hearing On Proposed Local Law No. 2 Of 2025, A Local Law
Amending The Code Of The County Of Ulster, Chapter 232 Living Wage, Definitions,
In Relation To Youth Employment Programs

•  Immediately Following Public Hearings - Legislative Session

Wednesday, April 16
•  9:00 AM - Ulster County Industrial Development Agency, in the Legislative
Chambers, 6th Floor, County Office Building, Kingston

•  10:00 AM (or immediately following IDA) - Ulster County Capital Resources
Corporation, in the Legislative Chambers, 6th Floor, County Office Building, Kingston

Thursday, April 17

•  No Meetings

Friday, April 18

•  No Meetings

Time for Spring Cleaning, 
Sullivan County!

Roadside & Trail Litter
Pluck Returns April 1
through October 31 

Monticello, NY - Sullivan County's Annual
Roadside & Trail Litter Pluck launches April
1 and runs all the way through October 31,
2025. By resolution of the County
Legislature, the disposal fee is waived during
that time for roadside & public trail litter at
County-operated transfer stations.

This popular annual event is coordinated
by the County's Parks, Recreation and
Beautification Department and the Division
of Public Works.

“This is a great way to 'clean ourselves up'
as we get ready for spring, summer and fall,”
says Legislature Chairman Nadia Rajsz. “One
of the first impressions we make on anyone -
residents and visitors - is the state of our
roads. We can really put the shine on this
beautiful area, and keep it that way!”

Residents who wish to participate in the
Litter Pluck may pick up their free disposal
coupons, along with program guidelines, at
their town or village hall, any County-operat-
ed transfer station, or the Sullivan County
Parks, Recreation and Beautification
Department in the Government Center, 100
North Street, Monticello. Participants will be
asked to register at the County-operated trans-
fer station at the time of disposal. 

For more information about the Litter
Pluck, please contact the Sullivan County
Department of Parks, Recreation, and
Beautification at 845-807-0287 or email
scparks@sullivanny.gov. 

http://www.denning.us
https://townofneversink.org
https://www.youtube.com/@UlsterCountyLegislature/streams
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Help your 
local business grow

Advertise locally in
The Townsman!

Classified ads - $5.00 
for the first 20 words/

20 cents each additional word 
Display Ads

1” Boxed ad (1”x3”)-
$7.50 per week  

Business card ad ( 2” x 3”) 
- $15.00 per week  

(3” x 4”) - $30.00 per week 
(3” x 6”) - $45.00 per week 

1/4 pg (4” x 5”) -$50.00 per week 
1/2 pg (4”x8”) -$80.00 per week  

Full Page - 8” x 10” - $100.00 per week
Digital Flyer Insert  - 8”x10 - $100.00/week

Sign up for quarterly billing and get 
a 20% discount

•• Full Page Flyer for 
Local Municipalities 
and  Organizations - 

one time fee- $20.00
(once the flyer is inserted 
we will publish it each week 

through the week of the event)

As in the past, there is no fee for  
advertising for our local churches  

Low  Rates  
High  Visibility!

Catskill Edible Gardens
Continue Growing

Building the next generation 
of healthy eaters and 
food entrepreneurs!

[LIBERTY, NY] - The Catskill Edible Garden Project has worked since
2012 with Sullivan County schools, daycares, and youth-focused non-
profits to design edible gardens as outdoor educational and gathering
spaces. Sullivan 180 partners with Catskill Mountainkeeper and
Cornell Cooperative Extension to provide funding support, technical
assistance, education, and programming. 

Edible gardens offer hands-on experiences with healthy local food
and exposure to food and agriculture as important aspects of our com-
munity and culture. Gardens give students the ability to be outside, use
their power of observation, and to connect to their place in nature and
within their community.

New this year is the availability of “grow kit” options, where appli-
cants can select plants to have directly delivered to their garden as part
of the grant. The summer grow kit, for example, includes tomatillo,
tomato, celery, brussels sprout, strawberry, and marigold seedlings, as
well as seed packets of cucumbers, bush beans, squash, and sunflow-
ers.

"Our school garden is important because it teaches children about
whole foods and where they come from. It shows them how easy it
actually is to grow fruits and vegetables, and how enjoyable it can be
to reap the benefits of your labor of love," shares Dennis Lankau, the
Garden Coordinator at Kenneth Rutherford Elementary School.

Participants in this year's grant program include the following enti-
ties and their intended focuses:

Eldred Jr. Sr. High School for building of new edible garden beds to
be used in conjunction with Family & Consumer Science cooking
classes as well as hands-on environmental study.
Emma C. Chase Elementary School for grow kits, seed-starting sup-
plies, soil, and tools.
George L. Cooke School for grow kits, re-building of garden beds, and
irrigation installation.
Homestead Primary School for grow kits, garden gloves, educational
garden companion books, benches, and garden signs.
Homestead Collaborative College High School for seeds, fertilizer,
irrigation supplies, and compost.
Kenneth L. Rutherford Elementary School for the use of expanded
containers within the garden, repair of garden shed, and outdoor class-
room seating.
Liberty Elementary School for grow kits, cedar vertical garden beds,
and garden signage.
Livingston Manor Central School for grow kits, replacement of fence
posts, and new hose equipment.
Roscoe Central School for seedling pots, soil, watering cans, and fruit
trees to expand the indoor green room.
Sullivan County BOCES for expansion of the existing garden, new
fencing and additional beds.
Sullivan West Elementary School for cold frames to extend growing
season and supplies to expand garden medicinal herb education.
Tusten Heritage Community Garden for re-building of raised beds,
fencing additions, and a shaded area for volunteers and events.
Valley Daycare for fencing and irrigation.

For more information or to get involved with the Catskill Edible
Garden Project, contact Eva Bednar at 845-295-2719 or
Eva@Sullivan180.org.
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2024 Journey for Sight Annual Walk
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Tri-Valley Lions
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Help your 
local business grow

Advertise locally in
The Townsman!

Classified ads - $5.00 
for the first 20 words/

20 cents each additional word 
Display Ads

1” Boxed ad (1”x3”)-
$7.50 per week  

Business card ad ( 2” x 3”) 
- $15.00 per week  

(3” x 4”) - $30.00 per week 
(3” x 6”) - $45.00 per week 

1/4 pg (4” x 5”) -$50.00 per week 
1/2 pg (4”x8”) -$80.00 per week  

Full Page - 8” x 10” - $100.00 per week
Digital Flyer Insert  - 8”x10 - $100.00/week

Sign up for quarterly billing and get 
a 20% discount

•• Full Page Flyer for 
Local Municipalities 
and  Organizations - 

one time fee- $20.00
(once the flyer is inserted 
we will publish it each week 

through the week of the event)

As in the past, there is no fee for  
advertising for our local churches  

Low  Rates  
High  Visibility!

Spring Chicks Are Cute, 
But Caution is Key: 

Prevent the Spread of
Avian Flu

There Are No Current Active
Cases in Ulster County

KINGSTON, NY - In response to the ongoing risk of
Avian Influenza (Bird Flu) spreading to domestic poultry
and wildlife, the Ulster County Health Department is urg-
ing the public to be very thoughtful about backyard flocks
of chickens and ducks. This is especially important around
the Easter holiday, when many people purchase baby
chicks and ducklings, often unaware of the health risks,
challenges, and heightened disease spread during Avian
Flu outbreaks.

In January, a Bird Flu case was confirmed at an Ulster
County farm, leading to the loss of 50 birds and precau-
tionary measures to prevent further spread. There are cur-
rently no reported cases of human transmission of Bird
Flu in New York State.

“We understand that many people are motivated by the
desire to produce their own food or enjoy the company of
animals. However, with Avian Flu still a threat, it's crucial
that people follow the CDC guidance to keep yourself and
your animals safe,” said Ulster County Public Health
Director Eve Walter. CDC guidance can be found at
www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/caring/index.html.

Avian Flu is a highly contagious viral disease that pri-
marily affects wild and domestic birds. The virus can
spread rapidly through direct contact between infected
birds, contaminated surfaces, or even through the air.
Allowing backyard poultry to roam freely or interact with
wild birds increases the risk of virus spread. Migratory
birds can transmit the virus to domestic flocks and vice
versa, creating a dangerous cycle that becomes difficult to
control.

Although the risk of transmission to humans remains
low, the economic impacts are substantial, particularly for
the poultry industry, which can face significant losses
from the culling of infected flocks.

Exposure to infected animals can cause symptoms in
humans like red, itchy eyes, fever, sore throat, cough,
runny nose, and headaches. In birds, the disease progress-
es rapidly - watch for signs such as sudden death, loss of
appetite, swelling or discoloration, and nasal discharge.
Avoid handling sick birds under any circumstances.

For more information on preventing the spread of
Avian Flu, contact the Ulster County Department of
Health at 845-334-5527. For additional information, visit
https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/influen
za/avian/.

https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/influen
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May 3, 2025
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Sullivan County Chamber of
Commerce Seeks Social

Media & Marketing Partner
Monticello, NY - The Sullivan County Chamber of
Commerce has announced the release of a Request for
Proposal (RFP) seeking a creative and motivated market-
ing partner to support its growing communication, brand-
ing, and promotional efforts.

The Chamber is looking for a qualified individual, mar-
keting professional, or creative agency to provide social
media management, content creation, marketing strategy,
and advertising support on an ongoing basis - helping to
tell the story of the Sullivan County business community
and amplify the voice of its 500+ member businesses.

“This is an exciting time for the Chamber as we contin-
ue to grow our presence both online and in the communi-
ty,” said Ashley Leavitt, President & CEO of the
Sullivan County Chamber of Commerce. “We are look-
ing for someone who understands the fast-paced, ever-
changing world of business and marketing - someone
creative, flexible, and ready to engage with our local
businesses and help promote all the amazing things
happening in Sullivan County.”

Scope of Services Will Include:
o Social Media Management across platforms
(Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn)
o Content Creation & Graphic Design for social and print
materials
o Weekly Email Newsletter & Event Promotion
o Full Campaign Development for Signature Events like:
o The Annual Fundraiser
o Annual Community Awards / Gala
o First Friday Networking Breakfasts
o The Bagel Festival
o Design and placement of Print & Digital Advertising
o On-site Content Capture at Chamber Events

The selected contractor will work closely with the
Chamber's President & CEO, staff, and Board of Directors
for an initial one-year contract period, with the potential
for renewal based on performance.

Proposal Submission Details:
Deadline to Submit: Friday, May 2nd, 2025 by 1:00 PM

Proposals may be submitted via email to:
Ashley Leavitt
President/CEO
Sullivan County Chamber of Commerce
president@catskills.com

Or mailed to:
Sullivan County Chamber of Commerce
196 Bridgeville Road
Monticello, NY 12701
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Fallsburg Hires 
Samantha Lefberg as 

New Assistant Principal 
FALLSBURG - The Fallsburg Junior-Senior High School

is excited to announce its
newest assistant principal,
Samantha Lefberg.

After graduating from Pine
Bush High School, Ms.
Lefberg earned her under-
graduate degree in Creative
Writing and Spanish from
SUNY Oswego. She went on
to pursue a master's degree in
Adolescent Education in
Spanish at Brooklyn College.
She soon began her career as
a Spanish teacher at Brooklyn
College Academy, where she

was a valued and active faculty member for over a decade. 
Among her top priorities, Ms. Lefberg aims to foster a

strong school culture, maintain high morale, and create a
positive, energetic environment for both students and staff.
“I'm just excited to become a part of the family, it seems
very welcoming already,” she said. “I'm eager to get to
know the students and faculty.”
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Governor Hochul Announces

Major Milestone for
New York’s Safe Options

Support Program
Program Connects More Than 1,000 New Yorkers

Experiencing Chronic Homelessness with
Permanent Housing

Benchmark Reflects Ongoing Success of Statewide
Program Aimed at Bringing Lasting Stability to

Vulnerable New Yorkers in Crisis 
Governor Kathy Hochul today announced that the Safe

Options Support (SOS) program has connected more than 1,000
New Yorkers experiencing chronic homelessness with perma-
nent housing and stability. In total, the program has found per-
manent housing for 723 individuals in New York City and 285
individuals in areas of the state outside of the five boroughs,
including Long Island and upstate.

“The Safe Options Support program has brought new hope
and lasting stability to unsheltered New Yorkers, including
many who have spent months and even years living on the
streets,” Governor Hochul said. “Through trust and support,
these teams are helping vulnerable individuals - including many
living with mental illness - attain permanent housing and start
on the path to sustainable recovery.”

Administered by the State Office of Mental Health, the SOS
program has now helped permanently house 1,008 individuals,
including 147 in OMH-licensed housing. With the first teams
launched in Spring 2022, the SOS program now has teams can-
vassing all five boroughs of New York City, both counties on
Long Island, and 19 additional counties across the state.

Office of Mental Health Commissioner Dr. Ann Sullivan
said, “From the initial contact on the street through when that
individual is permanently housed, the SOS teams offer compas-

sionate, holistic care that is designed to build trust and provide
critical support. These teams are building trust among New
Yorkers with complex issues and helping them to thrive in their
communities. Governor Hochul's steadfast support for this pro-
gram is providing very tangible results across the state.”

In addition to marking this latest achievement, Governor
Hochul also announced the establishment of a new SOS team to
assist older adults and individuals with chronic medical condi-
tions in Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens or the Bronx. Launched
last month by the Bridge, this new team provides specialized
support to individuals aged 51 and older and those with existing
chronic medical conditions who are already enrolled in the SOS
program.

The new team was established in response to the rapid
increase to the number of older adults experiencing homeless-
ness in recent years -a trend projected to continue and further
accelerate. About 42 percent of individuals enrolled in SOS are
51 or older - including many living with unmanaged chronic dis-
ease but limited access to healthcare.

New York State Office for the Aging Director Greg Olsen
said, "Supportive service models, like Safe Options Support,
play a critical role in helping vulnerable individuals obtain and
remain in stable, safe and suitable housing environments. Older
adults have unique housing needs, including accessible health
and community-based services, age-friendly community or
building design features, and more. By addressing these needs
holistically, the Safe Options Support approach builds on
Governor Hochul's commitment to innovative programs that
help New Yorkers of all ages."

State Senator Samra G. Brouk said, “Housing stability has a
profound impact on the mental health of New Yorkers. As the
rates of individuals experiencing homelessness increase, we
need to invest in proposals like Housing First and the Safe
Options Support program that secure permanent housing and
can radically improve outcomes for those who are experiencing
chronic homelessness. We must continue to invest in our com-
munities in crisis, especially our older adults who face multiple
barriers to stability and safety.”  (Contd. Pg. 39)
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Governor Hochul Announces
Major Milestone for New York’s
Safe Options Support Program

(From Pg. 38)  Assemblymember Linda B. Rosenthal
said, "With hundreds of thousands of people battling
homelessness and many more on the verge of eviction,
now is the time for New York State to make strong
investments in programs that help people access safe
and stable housing. The Safe Options Support program
has connected hundreds of people, including older
adults and those with chronic medical conditions, with
permanent housing statewide, enabling them to focus
on their health and begin rebuilding their lives. As this
program demonstrates, providing people with the sup-
port they need to access stable housing is the humane
approach and pays off in dividends. We must continue
our work of putting affordable housing within reach for
all New Yorkers."

The SOS program now supports 28 teams
statewide, including 17 based in New York City, 10
located in areas upstate and one on Long Island. In
addition to providing coverage in all five boroughs, the
program also supports a targeted response team dedi-
cated to providing outreach in the Times Square area of
Manhattan.

Later this month, OMH is also expected to launch
two new teams focused on young adults in the Bronx,
Manhattan, and Brooklyn. Operated by ACMH, these
new teams will focus on individuals between the ages
of 18 and 25, providing them with developmentally
appropriate support and skill building that will help
them thrive in the community.

The SOS program uses Critical Time Intervention,
an evidence-based practice that helps connect vulnera-
ble individuals in crisis to housing and supports,
including critical mental health services. Teams work
with individuals experiencing homelessness to
strengthen their skills and support network so that they
can be successfully housed, and their care can be trans-
ferred to community-based providers.

Services are provided for up to 12 months, pre- and
post-housing placement, with an intensive initial out-
reach and engagement period that includes multiple
visits per week. OMH coordinates with local mental
health and social services departments, mass transit,
and other organizations to identify priority areas based
upon reported density and level of need.

The SOS program was initially provided $21.5 mil-
lion in the FY 2023 State Budget. Governor Hochul
then expanded funding for the SOS teams to nearly
$30.1 million in the FY 2024 budget, $35.2 million last
year and $32.9 in FY 2026.

In addition to this funding, the FY 2026 Executive
Budget includes $2.8 million to add street medicine
and street psychiatry to SOS teams statewide. This
funding will allow teams to provide immediate medical
and psychiatric care to unsheltered individuals,
improving the effectiveness and timeliness of outreach
services.

Governor Hochul Announces
Connectall Request to Bring

Broadband to Hardest to Serve
Areas of the State

Final Push To Award $644 Million Federal
Investment To Serve Every New Yorker: Initiative

Targets Last 0.3% of Homes and Businesses Across
the State

Caps a Two-Year Process To Map and Confirm
Service for New York's Nearly Five Million

Locations
Request for Applications Available Here,

Submission Deadline May 5, 2025 at 11:59 p.m. ET
Governor Kathy Hochul today announced the launch of the

ConnectALL Deployment Program Request for Applications
(RFA) for Priority, Reliable, and Alternative Technology
Solutions, a critical milestone in the multi-year process to
secure affordable, reliable, high-speed internet service to the
final remaining unserved and underserved locations across
New York State. (Contd. Pg.  48)



Bingo at the 
Monticello Elks Lodge 

Every Tuesday at 7 PM
46 North Street in Monticello 

For information 
contact  Past Exalted Ruler Ronni Scannell 

at (845) 701-0695

DEC Reminds New Yorkers
to be 'BearWise' This Spring

Public Encouraged to Remove Bird
Feeders, Feed Pets Indoors

26th Annual Eastern Black Bear
Management Workshop Held 

in Lake Placid
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

(DEC) Acting Commissioner Amanda Lefton today reminded New
Yorkers to remove or secure outdoor food sources that may attract
black bears. Throughout the spring and early summer months,
black bears have depleted fat reserves and will search extensively
for easily obtainable, calorie-dense foods, which can lead to an
increase in the potential for human-bear conflicts near homes and
residential areas, especially before the spring green-up when natu-
ral food sources for bears are scarce.

“Across New York State, black bears are emerging from their
winter dens looking for something good to eat, including human-
created sources like bird feeders, grills, and pet food,” DEC Acting
Commissioner Amanda Lefton said. “Repeated access to these food
sources can make bears bolder, so DEC encourages New Yorkers to
practice the BearWise basics to help keep bears wild and prevent
the potential for human-bear conflicts.”
DEC advises New Yorkers to reduce the potential for human-bear
conflicts to protect bears and themselves by practicing the
BearWise basics: https://bearwise.org/six-bearwise-basics/

•   Empty feeders and clean spilled seed and let nature feed the birds
from spring through fall.
•   Secure or store garbage and recycling cans in a sturdy building.
•   Clean and remove residual grease and food from grills and smok-
ers.
•   Keep pets and livestock food indoors; those with chicken coops
or apiaries should consider installing an electric fence to protect
flocks and hives. 

Lastly, neighbors should alert neighbors to any bear activity so
they can take these same precautions.
New Yorkers are advised to never feed or approach bears. Feeding
bears intentionally is dangerous and illegal. Bears that become
habituated to being fed can become a threat to people and proper-
ty.

This week, DEC hosted the 26th Eastern Black Bear
Workshop (EBBW). The EBBW is a biannual meeting of bear
managers, researchers, and biologists from across North America
that facilitates information sharing and collaboration to address
the challenges facing bear conservation and management. In
1972, DEC hosted the first workshop, which included bear biol-
ogists from 11 U.S. states and the U.S. Department of the
Interior. At the time, there were only approximately 2,000 to
3,000 black bears in New York. This year, more than 100 black
bear management experts representing 25 U.S. States and
Canada, as well as representatives from academia, national
parks, non-governmental organizations, and private industry
attended this event. DEC estimates there are currently approxi-
mately 8,000 bears in New York. This conservation success story
demonstrates the effectiveness of DEC's science-based approach
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to black bear management in New York State. The
knowledge and experiences shared at these work-
shops is invaluable to improving black bear manage-
ment in New York.

By taking time to practice the BearWise basics,
removing any unnatural food attractants and encour-
aging neighbors to do the same, New Yorkers are
helping keep bears away from people, homes, and
neighborhoods, and that helps keep bears healthy,
wild, and safe 
For more information on how to live responsibly with
black bears, visit DEC's website  at:
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/animals-fish-plants/black-
bear/management/bearwise
and Bearwise.org.

More information on reducing backyard bear con-
flicts is available on DEC's YouTube page:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xM2Et5xAg14

More information on reducing bear conflicts while
camping is available on DEC's YouTube page:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZTJBB8O5BY

A 2024 interview with DEC Big Game
Biologist, Brendan Quirion is available to down-
load (video, 261 MB). 
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/fs/programs/press/Fish&
Wildlife/Black%20Bear%20Info.mp4

https://bearwise.org/six-bearwise-basics/
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/animals-fish-plants/black-bear/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xM2Et5xAg14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZTJBB8O5BY
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/fs/programs/press/Fish&


PAGE  41 APRIL 17, 2025THE TOWNSMAN
NYS Environmental
Conservation Police 

on Patrol
Multi-Regional Investigation Leads to Poaching
Penalty - Greene County

A Queens County man recently appeared in court and
paid a penalty for illegal deer hunting in Greene County last
year following a months-long investigation involving ECOs,
a Bureau of Environmental Crimes Investigator, and K9 Unit
from three DEC regions.   

On Dec. 7, 2024, Region 4 ECO Palmateer responded to
a trespass complaint in the town of Catskill. The complainant
reported hearing gun shots near his residence and claimed to
witness a subject fire a shot at a wounded doe. The com-
plainant said he confronted the subject, who then fled into the
woods. Officer Palmateer arrived at the location, found the
deceased doe, and determined the alleged trespasser likely
discharged a firearm within 500 feet of a dwelling without
permission from the owner, which is unlawful.  
Through an investigation, the Officer identified a possible
subject from Queens who did not possess a Deer
Management Permit for the wildlife management unit where
he was hunting, precluding him from legally harvesting an
antlerless deer. The next day, ECO Palmateer contacted
Lieutenant Macropoulos and ECO Swart in Queens County
(DEC Region 2) to interview the subject. The man admitted
to shooting at the doe four times, as initially reported, but
claimed he was not sure how far away he was from the resi-
dence when he fired.  
On Dec. 9, 2024, ECO Palmateer contacted ECO Wood and
his K9 partner CJ to help find shot components at the alleged
shooting location. Officer Wood and CJ found four spent
shotgun slug shells, along with other evidence consistent
with the statement given by the subject. Each shell was locat-
ed within 500 feet of a dwelling. 
On Jan. 12, 2025, Investigator Sulkey re-interviewed the
subject in Ulster County and during the interview, he admit-
ted the shotgun shells belonged to him. ECO Palmateer
charged the subject with discharging a firearm within 500
feet of a dwelling (four counts), the illegal take of a white-
tailed deer, and taking an antlerless deer without a Deer
Management Permit, all misdemeanors. 
The subject answered the charges in the Town of Catskill
Court on Feb. 13, and paid a total fine of $702.50.  

Bear Cub and Hunter - Greene County
On March 15, employees at

Hunter Mountain resort
in the town of Hunter
contacted DEC to
report a bear cub along
the Madison Square ski
trail. Resort employees
managed to get the bear
off the trail and into
nearby woods. ECOs
Milliron and Palmateer
responded to the loca-
tion and discovered the
cub hiding in tall grass

adjacent to the ski trail. The cub appeared malnourished and
dehydrated, and was moving
slowly with no mother in sight.
The Officers contacted Friends
of the Feathered and Furry (FFF)
Wildlife Center in the town of
Hunter for assistance and togeth-
er managed to safely catch the
cub as it unsuccessfully attempt-
ed to climb a small tree. The cub,
believed to be more than a year
old and weighing only 15
pounds, was transported to the
rehab center where it will receive
care until healthy enough to be
released back into the wild. FFF
reports that the young bear is
improving and now weighs approximately 21 pounds.

DEC Announces Winner of
"Create a Watershed

Superhero"
Poster Contest

Brooklyn Student from SEEALL
Academy Selected as 2025 Poster

Contest Winner
New York State Department of Environmental

Conservation (DEC) Acting Commissioner Amanda
Lefton and the New York Water Environment Association
(NYWEA) are pleased to announce the 2025 winner of the
annual "Create a Watershed Superhero" poster contest for
middle school students is Anna Tiudic from the SEEALL
Academy of Brooklyn. Fourteen student artists were recog-
nized as winners out of more than 700 submissions from 22
schools across New York State.

“The winner of the 2025 Create a Watershed Superhero
poster contest reminds all New Yorkers of the everyday
actions we can take to protect our watersheds and conserve
water,” Acting Commissioner Amanda Lefton said. “DEC
congratulates Anna Tiudic and all the student poster contest
participants for their creative submissions and their bur-
geoning interest in environmental stewardship and protect-
ing the state's natural resources.” (Contd. Pg. 42)



DEC Announces Winner of "Create a Watershed Superhero" Poster Contest
(From Pg. 41) The annual poster contest encourages middle school students to learn about their role in protecting water-
sheds and how to conserve and safeguard water resources, now and for future generations.

“NYWEA is proud to take part in this poster contest with the DEC every year, and even more proud of all of the
Watershed Superheroes we now have because of the involvement of the students and teachers who participated this year,”
NYWEA's Executive Director Khris Dodson said.

The winning posters will be featured in DEC and NYWEA's 2026 annual calendar, with the top prize winner's art fea-
tured on the cover. 
2025 Poster Contest Winners –Top Winner: Anna Tiudic: 8th Grade, The SEEALL Academy - Brooklyn
Also Recognized:   •   Ella Berlin: 6th Grade, Ichabod Crane Central School - Valatie
•   Alicja Bogusz: 8th Grade, The SEEALL Academy - Brooklyn

•   Silvia Chen: 8th Grade, The SEEALL Academy - Brooklyn
•   Achilles Chen: 8th Grade, I.S. 281 Joseph B Cavallaro -
Brooklyn
•   Yingshan Chen: 8th Grade, I.S. 281 Joseph B Cavallaro -
Brooklyn
•   Nicole Chernin: 7th Grade, John F. Kennedy Middle School - 

Brookhaven
•   Cindy Dragolli: 8th Grade, The SEEALL Academy - Brooklyn
•   Maisie Hebrank: 6th Grade, The Park School of Buffalo -
Amherst
•   Raina Liang: 8th Grade, I.S. 281 Joseph B Cavallaro -
Brooklyn
•   Maria Talanquines: 6th Grade, I.S. 61 Williams A. Morris -
Staten Island
•   Hannah Sullivan: 7th Grade, John F. Kennedy Middle School
- Brookhaven
•   Winnie Wang: 8th Grade, The SEEALL Academy - Brooklyn
•   Kelly Wu: 8th Grade, I.S. 281 Joseph B Cavallaro - Brooklyn

New York State teachers, schools, and clubs that wish to
participate in the 2026 poster contest can visit DEC's website for
more information.
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Dan will be working with the Monticello Rotary to
increase participation with the Scouts for the Monster
Run on August 3, 2025.  In addition, President Lori
Orestano-James shared that Troop 101 in Rock Hill is
also holding their Annual Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday,
May 3, 2025 starting at 4pm at the Firehouse in Rock
Hill. Mark your calendars to support our local Scouts.

Thank you to Les Kristt for setting up the guest
speaker.  

Guest Speaker This Week - Diane Seamen - Branch
Manager Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union

A new business in our community, Diane Seamen
will share with the Monticello Rotary the understanding
of what a Credit Union offers as a member of the com-
munity and to its membership and what the HVFCU can
bring to our Rotary Club in helping to reach out mis-
sion.  

Thank you Barbara Carr  for setting up this speaker. 
Agenda for April 15, 2025
1. Meeting Called to Order - President Lori Orestano-
James
2. Pledge Of Allegiance - Past President Barbara Carr
3. Introduction of Guests of Members - Full
Membership
4. Guest Speaker  - Diane Seamen
5. Committee Reports:  
Taste of Sullivan - Helen Diehl
MJF Parkinson's Walk - Les Kristt
Scholarship Committee - Marty Miller
RYLA Update - Lori Orestano-James
Day of Service Food Drive - Lori Orestano-James
Rotary Radio - Rick Stein
BBQ - Alex Rey 
6. Regional Updates/District Updates
7. Old Business
8. New Business
9. Happy Dollars
10. 50/50 
11. Adjourn

From 
President’s Corner
Lori Orestano-James

Happy Tax Day to all! Remember that through our
foundation, your donations to the great work we do are
tax deductible!  Thank you for all you do to help us
help others! 
Guest Speaker: Dan Conniff - Scouting America
Dan Conniff of Scouting America shared the new way
in which Scouting is serving both boys and girls in our
community.  Scouting teaches team work, self-aware-
ness, fortitude, caring, kindness, and so much more.
Dan is the Chief Operating Officer of - Scouting
America - Greater Hudson Valley Council. His area
covers 7 counties including Sullivan and goes all the
way up to Albany County.
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Montigram 
President’s Corner
(From Pg. 45) 

Some upcoming important dates to mark on your
calendar: 

Taste of Sullivan Committee Meeting - April 15,
2025, 5:30pm - Albella Restaurant (Please note -
there BOD Meeting will be rescheduled as Helen
needs this meeting involving many of the Board with
one week out from this event.)
Taste of Sullivan - April 22, 2025, SUNY Sullivan,
6pm - 8pm

MJF Unity Walk for Parkinson's  - Saturday, April
26, 2025, Hurleyville Rail-Trail 10:30am. Sponsored
by the Liberty Rotary Club

Day of Service Food Drive to Benefit United Way
- Saturday, May 17 9am - 1pm

Lastly, our meetings are hybrid.  We would love to
see you at our meetings either in-person or and/or
Zoom.  For those of you who attend regularly, we
thank you for your commitment. 

With Rotary Pride, 
Lori Orestano-James
President Monticello Rotary 2024-2025

Stories
Tantalize Your Taste Buds at the
Monticello Rotary Taste of Sullivan!
Monticello - The Monticello Rotary Second Annual
Taste of Sullivan in collaboration with SUNY
Sullivan to benefit the Sullivan County Federation
for the Homeless will take place at the Paul Gerry
Fieldhouse at SCCC on April 22, 2025 from 6pm -
8pm.

Over 20 Sullivan County restaurants, distilleries,
and food distributors will be serving samplings of
their culinary delicacies. From appetizers to desserts,
participants will enjoy the multicultural and diverse
eatery options in our area.

Students from the SUNY Sullivan Culinary
Department, along with SUNY Rotaract Members
and Monticello and Fallsburg High School Interact
Clubs, will be on hand to showcase their culinary tal-
ents and assist in the operations of this event.

In addition, raffles will be available for gift cer-
tificates to the vendors present and many others
throughout Sullivan County to help raise funds for
this worthy cause.

Tickets are priced at $40 per person and are
available online:

https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/PGFWGZAT
853LN or through Monticello Rotary members, con-
tacting us at RotaryMonti@gmail.com, or by
Facebook Messenger PM to our Facebook Page.

Any restaurant/distillery/food distributor who
would like to participate, please contact us as indi-
cated above. 

TEAM Monticello Rotary Joins In
Walk to Fight  Parkinson's 

The Monticello Rotary Club is joining in the
Unity Walk raising funds to  fight and find a cure for
Parkinson's.  Monticello Rotary Members Hudson
Cooper and Les Kristt are co-chairing Team
Monticello Rotary at the local Michael J. Fox
Foundation Parkinson's Unity Walk sponsored
locally by the Liberty Rotary Club. Under Cooper's
and Kristt's leadership Monticello Rotary will solic-
it funds to garner much needed financial resources
to eliminate this terrible disease. The local walk will
take place on Saturday, April 26 at 10:30am on the
Hurleyville Rail-Trail. It is an easy 1.3-mile walk
that is quite scenic, pleasant, and will provide a first
hand look of the beauty of Spring in Sullivan
County. All are encouraged to join in the efforts
walking/donating with the Monticello or Liberty
Rotary teams.  The  walk is easy enough where chil-
dren and grand children can take part making this a
family fun event for a good cause.

To Join Team Rotary or find out more informa-
tion on how to participate and/or make a donation,
please contact Hudson or Les at
RotaryMonti@gmail.com

Monticello Rotary has already pledged to donate
$250 for the cause with individual members of
Rotary making donations to fight this dreaded dis-
ease. You can make your tax deductible donation
and/or join the team at:
https://give.michaeljfox.org/team/651164 or by
sending a check made out to Monticello Rotary with
“Michael J. Fox Walk” written in the memo, and
send it to Monticello Rotary, POB 444, Monticello,
NY 12701. Thank you all for your help on this
important project.

https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/PGFWGZAT
https://give.michaeljfox.org/team/651164


THE TOWNSMANPAGE  47 APRIL 17, 2025



THE TOWNSMANPAGE 48

Governor Hochul Announces
Connectall Request to Bring

Broadband to Hardest to
Serve Areas of the State

(From Pg. 39)  ConnectALL will accept applications from April
15 through May 5, 2025 to fund projects deploying traditional
fiber optic, cable, hybrid fiber-coaxial, and licensed fixed wire-
less broadband service, and federally designated alternative
technologies such as unlicensed fixed wireless and low earth
orbit satellite services. Applicants can view the Request for
Applications here and submit a proposal by May 5, 2025 at
11:59 p.m. ET.   https://broadband.ny.gov/connectall-deploy-
ment-program-request-applications-0

“Today marks a watershed moment in New York's digital
future as we launch the final application phase of our historic
ConnectALL Deployment Program,” Governor Hochul said.
“Broadband is no longer a luxury - it's essential infrastructure
for education, healthcare, economic opportunity, and daily life.
With this program, we are ensuring that every single New
Yorker, regardless of their zip code or economic circumstances,
will have access to high-speed internet. By leveraging innova-
tive technologies to reach our most remote communities, we are
fulfilling our commitment to create a more equitable and con-
nected Empire State.”

Empire State Development President, CEO, and
Commissioner Hope Knight said, “Closing the digital divide in
New York requires innovative approaches and strong partner-
ships between government and the private sector. This RFA rep-
resents the culmination of years of strategic planning and imple-
mentation to ensure that all New Yorkers have access to afford-
able, reliable broadband service. By embracing a range of tech-
nology solutions, including alternative options for our hardest-
to-reach areas, we are demonstrating our commitment to leaving
no community behind in the digital age.”

The RFA is open for applications and information on the
Project Areas and eligible locations is available on the
ConnectALL website. Organizations that have not yet com-
pleted the prequalification process, which was conducted
from June 2024 to February 2025, will have an additional
opportunity to submit these materials as part of their RFA
response.

The Deployment Program is the component of the
Governor's ConnectALL Initiative that exclusively addresses
locations in the state that have no option for reliable, high-
speed internet service. The Program launched in December
2022 with a statewide mobilization to improve the accuracy
of federal broadband maps. ConnectALL, along with federal,
county, and local partners, have since secured commitments
for service for thousands of homes and businesses that
allowed the Deployment Program to focus on approximately
one percent of locations in the state. Following an earlier
RFA that focused exclusively on fiber optic and other reliable
solutions, ConnectALL is currently reviewing proposals to
serve more than half of those locations. The Request for
Applications announced today focuses on the approximately
20,000 homes and businesses that have not yet received pro-
posals, do not have other commitments in place, and cannot
currently be connected by a standard installation from an
earth-based broadband provider. 

ConnectALL will make the planned awards for the full
$644 million in federal grants available for public comment
upon submitting them to the U.S. Department of Commerce's
National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA) for approval by the federally-mandat-

ed deadline of July 25, 2025. Pending NTIA approval, select-
ed projects are expected to commence in 2025 with comple-
tion within four years.

Governor Hochul's ConnectALL Initiative
Governor Hochul has made expanding broadband access a

cornerstone of her administration's efforts to create a more
equitable New York. Through the ConnectALL initiative,
New York State is investing $1 billion to transform the state's
digital infrastructure, enhance competition among providers,
and ensure that every New Yorker has access to reliable,
affordable high-speed internet. To date, ConnectALL has
overseen the successful launch and implementation of sever-
al programs to advance broadband access, including:
o The Digital Equity Program will invest $50 million,
including a federal allocation of at least $37 million, to
implement the New York State Digital Equity Plan to close
the digital divide. On March 24, ConnectALL closed the
Digital Equity Program Capacity Grant Request for
Applications, through which ConnectALL expects to award
approximately $15.5 Million of the federal allocation.
o The Affordable Housing Connectivity Program will pro-
vide up to $100 million in grants to bring new broadband
infrastructure to homes in affordable and public housing
leveraging funds from the U.S. Treasury Department's
Capital Projects Fund. The first awards under this program
are securing $10 a month broadband service and $30 a month
Gigabit service for over 14,000 low-income households in
Buffalo, New York City and Rochester. The program contin-
ues to accept applications from internet service providers and
expressions of interest from housing owners and public hous-
ing authorities.
o The Municipal Infrastructure Program will fund broad-
band expansion projects owned by a public utility or publicly
controlled. ConnectALL is accepting applications to Phase 4
through April 25, 2025. To date, ConnectALL has awarded
over $240 million through the program, funding construction
of nearly 2,400 miles of broadband infrastructure that will
reach 98,000 locations across New York State. Visit the
ConnectALL Projects Dashboard for more information on
Municipal Infrastructure Program projects.
o The Connectivity Innovation Program advances innova-
tion and new broadband solutions, business models, and tech-
nologies in order to increase private sector investment and
entrepreneurship; drive equity and innovation in the broad-
band marketplace; and reinforce a thriving research, develop-
ment, and manufacturing ecosystem to support connectivity
innovation in New York. ConnectALL is accepting applica-
tions to the Connectivity Innovation - Mobile Service RFA
through June 17, 2025.

State Senator Kristen Gonzalez said, “As Chair of the
Senate Internet and Technology Committee, I'm proud to sup-
port the launch of this next phase of the ConnectALL
Deployment Program. I want to thank Governor Hochul for her
continued commitment to ensuring every New Yorker, in every
part of our state, can access affordable, high-speed internet.”

Assemblymember Steve Otis said, “Difficult to reach
locations present the greatest challenge to providing all New
Yorkers high-speed broadband access. This is a noteworthy
request for applications that invites innovative and alternative
approaches to provide access to hard-to-reach locations and
underserved communities. Governor Hochul and Empire
State Development's ConnectALL office are national leaders
in the drive for broadband expansion by encouraging varied
approaches that fit the situation. This Deployment program is
another example of why New York's programs continue to
break new ground.”

APRIL 17, 2025
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tration's illegal firings of all federal LIHEAP employees to
ensure residents in every corner of the Empire State can tap
into the federal funds they need to deal with challenging air
conditioning costs. I am proud to have turned up the heat on
the feds to get them to deliver this emergency assistance to
keep families and seniors safe and cool in their homes this
summer, and thank Governor Hochul for her work ensuring
vulnerable New Yorkers get the resources they need to make
ends meet.”

Representative Paul Tonko said, “I've long been a proud
supporter of programs that help families afford their home
energy needs, and I'm thrilled to celebrate this critical initia-
tive to protect at-risk New Yorkers from dangerous summer
heat and humidity. As climate change continues to drive
increasingly extreme temperatures, we must continue to
invest in solutions like the HEAP cooling assistance pro-
gram that help seniors, young children, and those with med-
ical conditions stay safe and comfortable in their homes. I'm
grateful to Governor Hochul for her leadership in expanding
access to these life-saving resources.”

Representative Grace Meng said, “HEAP helps thou-
sands of New Yorkers stay cool and afford their home ener-
gy bills throughout the hot summer months. Hot and humid
weather can cause significant health risks, especially among
older adults and young children. Thanks to federal funding,
which I supported in Congress, this program is providing
households experiencing the greatest needs with critical
resources to stay cool as temperatures across the East Coast
rise over the next few months. I encourage all eligible New
Yorkers to apply.”

Representative Joe Morelle said, “As the Trump
Administration continues their draconian cuts to services
like the HEAP Program, I'm glad to see New York step up
to the plate and do what is needed for our families. I'm
grateful to Governor Hochul for her steadfast leadership,
and I look forward to continuing our work together to pro-
tect and strengthen the resources people need to thrive.”

State Senator Roxanne J. Persaud said, “HEAP cooling
assistance provides eligible individuals and families with an
air conditioning unit to avert heat-related illnesses among
seniors, children and New Yorkers with medical vulnerabil-
ities. I encourage New Yorkers to apply for this important
benefit while it is available.”

Assemblymember Maritza Davila said, “I commend
Governor Hochul and the Office of Temporary and
Disability Assistance for prioritizing the well-being of our
most vulnerable New Yorkers through the HEAP cooling
assistance program. As we continue to experience more fre-
quent and severe heatwaves, access to air conditioning is
not a luxury-it is a matter of health and safety, particularly
for our seniors, young children, and individuals with med-
ical conditions. This program is a critical step in ensuring
that low-income households are not left behind. I urge all
eligible New Yorkers to apply as soon as possible.”

Over the past five years, more than 87,000 households
have received cooling assistance totaling more than $67
million.

Residents outside of New York City may apply by con-
tacting their local department of social services by phone or
in person. New York City residents may apply in person at
a local Human Resources Administration Benefit Access
Center or online at access.nyc.gov.

Governor Hochul Announces
Home Energy Assistance to

Help New Yorkers Stay Cool
this Summer

• Program Provides Air Conditioning Units for
Those Susceptible to Extreme Heat and Humidity,
Older Adults and Families With Young Children 

• Applications Accepted Beginning April 15

Governor Kathy Hochul today announced that applica-
tions are open to help low-income New Yorkers stay cool
this summer through the Home Energy Assistance Program
(HEAP). Overseen by the Office of Temporary and
Disability Assistance, the program will pay for an air con-
ditioner for eligible households that include someone who
has a documented medical condition exacerbated by
extreme heat, or households with young children or older
adults.

“High temperatures and humidity in the summer pose a
grave threat to those with certain medical conditions, as
well as older adults and young children,” Governor Hochul
said. “This assistance is crucial for at-risk New Yorkers,
and I encourage those who may be eligible to apply as soon
as possible so they can stay cool in their home when the
worst of the weather hits. My administration is committed
to protecting vulnerable communities and ensuring every
New Yorker has the resources they need and deserve to stay
safe and healthy year-round.”

To qualify for federally funded cooling assistance,
applicants must meet HEAP eligibility criteria and income
thresholds, which vary by household size, and include at
least one member of the household who suffers from a
medical condition aggravated by extreme heat or is under
age 6 or over age 60. For example, a family of four may
have a maximum gross monthly income of $6,390 or an
annual gross income of $76,681, and still qualify.

Applications for cooling assistance will be accepted
beginning Tuesday, April 15, and funding is expected to be
available through the beginning of June. New York State
expects to receive its federally obligated funding for this
program in the coming weeks to ensure those who qualify
for assistance can receive it. Once again, the start date in
mid-April will allow those who qualify to have their unit
installed before the worst of the summer heat and humidi-
ty arrives. Assistance is provided on a first-come, first-
served basis. 

The HEAP cooling assistance program covers the cost
of an air conditioning unit and installation.

New York State Office of Temporary and Disability
Assistance Commissioner Barbara C. Guinn said, “This
program is targeted at those who are at high risk in heat
emergencies, but do not have an air conditioner or the
means to purchase one. HEAP cooling assistance will help
some of our most vulnerable residents to remain safely in
their homes during heat emergencies and avoid the health
risks posed to them by extreme hot and humid weather.”

Senator Charles Schumer said, “Every New York fami-
ly and senior deserves a safe, affordable home with air con-
ditioning to keep themselves and their children cool
throughout the summer. I am fighting the Trump adminis-
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beverage businesses across the state.

Continuing to build on New York State's push to mod-
ernize outdated Prohibition alcohol laws, in 2024,
Governor Hochul signed landmark legislation that
allowed New York's small craft manufacturers of spirits,
cider and mead to ship directly to consumers. The law
opens significant opportunities for the state's growing craft
beverage industry by providing a vital market expansion
tool - allowing these producers to ship their unique products
directly to consumers within New York and across state
lines.

The craft beverage industry also provides a boost to New
York agriculture as New York State has seen increased inter-
est in locally produced craft beverages in recent years.  This
interest in locally produced beverages has increased demand
for locally sourced ingredients. To continue to support the
research needed to develop crop varietals of hops and bar-
ley that are disease resistant and can adapt to the climate in
the northeast, the 2024-25 NYS Budget included more than
$650,000 in funding to Cornell for the Geneva Barley pro-
gram and the hops breeding program.

State Agriculture Commissioner Richard A. Ball said,
“New York's world-class craft brewers are reflective of New
York's long legacy in the craft brewery industry, committed
to making the finest beers, using the very best ingredients,
including those straight from the farm. I thank Governor
Hochul for declaring today Craft Beer Day here in New
York State; this celebration provides us all an awesome
opportunity to recognize our brewers and their contributions
to our local economies, from supporting jobs and tourism to
boosting growth in the agricultural industry.”

State Senator Michelle Hinchey said, “New York's
inaugural Craft Beer Day is a well-earned toast to the
producers who've turned their passion into one of our
state's most beloved agricultural sectors. From grain to
glass, craft beer is creating jobs, contributing to the eco-
nomic resurgence of our upstate communities, and keeping
New York ingredients in New York products.
Congratulations to all of this year's winners of the 2025
NYS Craft Beer Awards, including the outstanding
brewers representing the Hudson Valley. We're thrilled
to celebrate the care and craftsmanship behind every
batch and the pride it brings to so many hometowns
across New York State.”

In addition, New York State, through its New York
State Grown & Certified and Taste NY programs, contin-
ues to support New York's craft beverage industry and its'
breweries through direct marketing, social media and a
number of special initiatives and events that spotlight the
industry, including at sports arenas and venues across the
State. For example, Taste NY is partnering with Minor
League Baseball teams across New York State again this
year, and in 2024, brought the very best of New York's local
food and beverages, including local craft beverages, to more
than 1.2 million fans at stadiums across New York. In
2023 and 2024, Taste NY sponsored a Tasting Yard at the
Great New York State Fair, which featured a rotating
selection of New York State craft breweries over the
course of the Fair, giving visitors a taste of New York's
world-class craft beverage products and giving brewers
the opportunity to meet new customers as nearly one
million visitors come through the Fair gates.

Governor Hochul Celebrates
April 11th as New York 

Craft Beer Day
Celebrates New York's More Than 500

Independent Craft Breweries That Support 22,000
Jobs and Generate $4.8 Billion Economic Impact

Read Proclamation Here and View Photos of the
Governor at the New York State Brewers

Association Here 

Governor Kathy Hochul today celebrated April 11 as the
inaugural New York Craft Beer Day in New York State.
New York is the second largest craft beer market in the
U.S. and has more than 500 independent craft breweries
who support 22,000 jobs and generate a $4.8 billion eco-
nomic impact across the state.

“Today, we raise a glass to more than 500 craft brew-
eries across New York - small businesses that pour $4.8 bil-
lion into our economy and flavor into our communities,”
Governor Hochul said. “On this Craft Brewers Day, let's
toast their creativity, their grit and their impact. And
remember - if you're going to celebrate, celebrate responsi-
bly. Cheers!”

The Governor made this announcement at the recent
New York State Craft Brewers Association Conference and
competition in Albany where she awarded the 2025
Governor's Excelsior Craft Beer Cup to Brooklyn's Grimm
Artisanal Ales for their Grimm Weisse wheat beer. 

To commemorate New York Craft Beer Day, patrons
can download the free Official New York State Craft Beer
App, created by the NYS Brewers Association, to find
local breweries and is the only app that offers a map of
every brewery in the state. To commemorate Craft Beer
Day, customers can earn the exclusive “Inaugural New
York Craft Beer Day Badge” with any passport stamp on
Friday, April 11th. For more information on the app, visit
https://thinknydrinkny.com/the-app/.  

Governor Hochul's Support for Craft Producers
In 2023, Governor Hochul signed legislation providing

breweries the option to renew their licenses every three
years instead of annually, saving brewers $800 - or about
30 percent - in fees over three years. This change not only
lowers costs but also reduces paperwork, allowing brewers
to spend less time on administrative tasks and more time
focusing on their craft and growing their businesses.

Additionally, recognizing the importance of helping
craft producers open quickly, Governor Hochul signed leg-
islation that went into effect in 2022 creating new tempo-
rary permits for all craft beverage manufacturers - includ-
ing breweries. For the first time, manufacturers can now
begin operating while their full liquor license is pending.
These permits, which cost $125 and are valid for six
months, allow new producers to begin manufacturing and
selling alcoholic beverages while they await final approval.
Temporary permits are generally processed in under 30
days, compared to the average six-month timeline for full
licenses - significantly accelerating the launch of new craft

https://thinknydrinkny.com/the-app/


nuclear weapons-related research. President Trump is proving
his administration is committed to striking back against Iran,
sending a clear signal that the United States will not allow Iran's
proxies to operate with impunity.

As your representative in Congress, my top priority is cham-
pioning legislative initiatives that benefit you and your families.
Each week, I review numerous bills and letters, engaging in thor-
ough discussions with members of our community to determine
which actions to support and address your needs. Below are a
few bills I recently cosponsored.
H.R. 833 the Educational Choice for Children Act: The bill
would offer tax incentives for individuals and businesses that
make charitable donations to scholarship funds. Incentivizing
these donations will bolster scholarship programs that support
low-income students by providing financial assistance for vari-
ous educational expenses, such as tuition, fees, books, supplies,
and equipment.
H.R. 2806, the Protecting America's Strategic Petroleum Reserve
from China Act: This bill prohibits the sale and export of crude
oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) to China.
Unfortunately, the Biden Administration was forced to sell off large
portions of the SPR due to its misguided anti-American war on ener-
gy. Now, House Republicans are taking critical steps to ensure that
this instrument of national security is not used to enrich foreign
adversaries and remains viable for future generations to come.
H.R. 2042, the Space National Guard Establishment Act: This bill
would establish a National Guard component to Space Force, allow-
ing Space Force to leverage private sector expertise in their mission
of defending Americans from cyber and satellite threats. Currently,
many of these individuals serve through the Air National Guard,
which creates issues with personnel codes and training opportuni-
ties. This bill is critical for our national security and would specifi-
cally help the 222nd CACS, which is part of the 107th Attack Wing
of the New York National Guard.
H.R. 816, the Build the Wall Act of 2025: This legislation establish-
es a Southern Border Wall Construction Fund within the U.S.
Treasury Department. The bill would rescind all unspent COVID
funds and use them through this fund to construct a border wall on
our Southern Border. This would give President Trump the
resources he needs to secure our borders and protect our nation's cit-
izens.

Transparency in Congress and a well-informed electorate are
vital to preserving our self-governing Constitutional Republic. My
constituents deserve to know how their members of Congress vote,
which is why I have explained every vote I have cast in Congress
since I was first elected. 

To read more about my votes and see the full list with explana-
tions of all the legislation considered this week by the House, please
click here. https://tenney.house.gov/about/my-votes-explained

Thank you to ICE for Removing 133 Illegal Immigrants
from Upstate New York

President Trump and Border Czar Homan are prioritizing get-
ting the worst of the worst out of our country, and that includes
some of the 133 illegal immigrants apprehended in the recent
ICE operation in Western, Central, and Northern New York.

Under the Biden administration, CBP and ICE were unable to
carry out their mission as Sanctuary City Governors and Mayors
illegally allowed dangerous criminals to roam free throughout
our towns and cities. Now, under President Trump's America
First Agenda, these law enforcement officers are able to perform
their critical national security mission, working diligently to
make our country safer each and every day. Thank you to the
courageous law enforcement officers for your dedication to pub-
lic safety, and thank you to President Trump for upholding your
commitment to getting these illegal immigrants out of our coun-
try.  (Contd. Pg. 54)
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Advancing the Budget Framework to
Pave the Way for Trump's Tax Cuts

Americans gave Congressional Republicans a clear mandate:
reduce out-of-control government spending, secure our borders,
and reignite economic growth, and we will deliver. Thursday's
vote marked the next step in fulfilling that mandate: beginning
the drafting process for the one big, beautiful reconciliation bill.
In this legislation, we are committed to preserving the historic
tax cuts secured under the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, enhancing bor-
der security, unleashing American energy production, reeling in
our national debt, and locking in DOGE savings. Passing this bill
reiterated House Republicans' commitment to finding at least
$1.5 trillion in spending cuts, saving the American people money
from waste, fraud, and abuse while preserving essential pro-
grams. 

Any effort to slow this momentum now would jeopardize our
ability to deliver on what the American people overwhelmingly
supported in the 2024 election, especially the Trump Tax Cuts.
On December 31, 2025, the Trump Tax Cuts are set to expire,
triggering an average 22% tax hike for American families. In
addition, 2 million family-owned farms would have their death
tax exemption slashed, and 40 million families would see their
child tax credit cut in half. Preserving and expanding these tax
cuts is essential for the financial security of every hard-working
American. 

House Republicans are taking decisive steps toward fulfilling
our promises and advancing President Trump's America First
agenda by kicking off the reconciliation process.

Supporting the SAVE Act
American elections should be decided by American citizens

only. This week, I voted in favor of the SAVE Act to amend the
National Voter Registration Act of 1993, requiring individuals to
provide proof of United States citizenship in order to register to
vote in federal elections. This common-sense legislation, which
passed the House this week, safeguards the principle that only
American citizens are able to vote in our elections. It protects our
most fundamental right by requiring proof of citizenship to reg-
ister to vote. By passing the SAVE Act, House Republicans took
a historic step toward restoring trust and strengthening the
integrity of our electoral process.

President Trump is Committed to Countering Iran's Nuclear
Proliferation

In his first term, President Trump's Maximum Pressure
Campaign delivered successful results, crippling the Iranian
regime and limiting its ability to spread terrorism and malign
influence across the globe. By reinstating this strategy, the
Trump administration is sending a strong message to Iran and the
international community, reversing years of damage caused by
the Biden administration's weak policies that have emboldened
the IRGC. This week, I led a letter to President Trump, applaud-
ing his administration's strong efforts to disarm Iran and prevent
it from developing nuclear-capable missiles or engaging in

https://tenney.house.gov/about/my-votes-explained


This Week with Claudia
(From Pg 53)
The criminals arrested during this operation include:

A 49-year-old illegal alien from Trinidad and Tobago convicted
of murder.

A 66-year-old illegal alien from the Dominican Republic con-
victed of course of sexual conduct with a child.

A 32-year-old illegal alien from El Salvador convicted of mur-
der and gang assault.

A 70-year-old illegal alien from the Dominican Republic con-
victed of manslaughter and criminal sale of controlled substance.

A 50-year-old illegal alien from China convicted of assault.
A 42-year-old illegal alien from Mexico convicted of conspira-

cy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.
A 24-year-old illegal alien from Ecuador with several convic-

tions for DWI.
A 43-year-old H-2A visa holder from South Africa charged

with distribution and possession of child pornography.
Monday, April 7, 2025

I voted “Yes” on H.R. 586, the Vietnam Veterans Liver Fluke
Cancer Study Act. This bill would require the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) to carry out a study on the prevalence of
cholangiocarcinoma (bile duct cancer) in Vietnam-era veterans.
Passing this will allow the VA to further study and understand the
effects that military service during the Vietnam Era had on veter-
ans' health and provide the necessary care for them. This passed
the House by a vote of 411-0.

I voted “Yes” on H.R. 1039, the Clear Communication for
Veterans Claims Act. This bill would require the Secretary of the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to assess and improve notices
that the VA sends to individuals who file claims for VA benefits.
Many times, veterans receive notices from the VA that are unclear
and unnecessarily long. This commonsense legislation would
ensure veterans receive notice letters from VA that are concise,
understandable, and provide sufficient information for them to
make informed, clear decisions on their claims for VA benefits.
This bill passed by a vote of 412-0.

Wednesday, April 9, 2025
I voted “Yes” on H.R. 1228, the Prioritizing Veterans' Survivors

Act. This bill would clarify that the Office of Survivors Assistance
at the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is under the direct
authority of the Office of the Secretary of the VA. This bill will
help ensure survivors get the assistance they need, and ensure the
proper oversight and accountability measures are taken within the
VA for any waste, fraud, or abuse. This bill passed the House 424-
0. 

I voted “Yes” on S.J.Res. 28, Disapproving the rule submitted
by the Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection relating to
“Defining Larger Participants of a Market for General-Use Digital
Consumer Payment Applications.” This joint resolution of disap-
proval overturns the Biden Administration's Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau rule adding regulations for nonbank entities like
crypto and digital wallet apps. Specifically, this rule would have
unconstitutionally expanded the CFPB's supervisory authority by
bringing new entities such as PayPal or Venmo under direct over-
sight. These entities would be subject to extensive regulations that
offer little to no consumer benefit. As a result, many digital wallet
and peer-to-peer payment providers would be forced to stop offer-
ing these services, as the costs of full CFPB supervision would far
outweigh the advantages. This joint resolution passed by a vote of
219-211.

I voted “Yes” S.J.Res. 18, Disapproving the rule submitted by
the Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection relating to

“Overdraft Lending: Very Large Financial Institutions.” This
Biden Administration rule was one of many one-size-fits all,
burdensome government mandates levied on American busi-
nesses that limited industry growth and consumer choice.
Under the CFPB's proposed regulation, financial institutions
would need to treat overdraft services either as formal loans or
adhere to strict fee limitations. This shift could make it finan-
cially unfeasible for banks to continue offering overdraft pro-
tection at current levels. As a result, many institutions may
scale back or eliminate these services entirely, potentially leav-
ing millions of consumers without a crucial safety net for man-
aging short-term financial shortfalls. This joint resolution
passed by a vote of 217-211.

I voted “Yes” H.R. 1526, the No Rogue Rulings Act. Since
the beginning of President Trump's second term, partisan left-
wing district court judges have been issuing nationwide injunc-
tions on his lawful actions. These injunctions are not based in
the Constitution, the law, or even fact, but rather a desire by
these radical left-wing judges to stop President Trump from
fighting for the American people by any means possible. This
strategy is simply a continuation of President Trump's first
term, where more nationwide injunctions were issued that dur-
ing the Obama or Biden administrations combined. This bill
would prohibit single district court judges from issuing nation-
wide injunctions and instead require a randomly selected three-
judge panel to issue such an injunction. These injunctions
would also be able to be appealed directly to the Supreme
Court. I cosponsored this important bill to end the practice of
these nationwide injunctions en masse by anti-Trump judges
and ensure President Trump can continue his work to Make
America Great Again. This bill passed by a vote of 219-213.
Thursday, April 10, 2025

I voted “Yes” on H.R. 22, the Safeguard American Voter
Eligibility Act or SAVE Act. This legislation would amend the
National Voter Registration Act of 1993, requiring individuals
to provide proof of United States citizenship to register to vote
in federal elections. Elections are the cornerstone of our consti-
tutional republic, and the vast majority of citizens do not want
noncitizens and illegal aliens to threaten our elections. We must
defend this most sacred right and ensure only American citi-
zens have a say at the ballot box. As Chair of the Election
Integrity Caucus, I was glad to cosponsor and support this com-
monsense legislation. This bill passed the House by a vote of
220-208. 

I voted "Yes" on Senate Amendment to H. Con. Res. 14 -
Establishing the congressional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2025 and setting forth the appropri-
ate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2026 through 2034. This
resolution contained budgetary instructions for Congress to
produce legislation that ensures tax relief for working families
and small businesses, reins in reckless federal spending,
unleashes American energy, and secures our borders. On
December 31, 2025, the Trump Tax Cuts are set to expire, trig-
gering an average 22% tax hike for American families. In addi-
tion, 2 million family-owned farms would have their death tax
exemption slashed, and 40 million families would see their
household child tax credit cut in half. Preserving and expand-
ing these tax cuts is essential for the financial security of every
hard-working American. Passing this resolution is a decisive
step by House Republicans towards delivering this tax relief, as
well as reducing wasteful federal spending by at least $1.5 tril-
lion and cracking down on waste, fraud, and abuse while pre-
serving essential programs.
Thank you to ICE for Removing 133 Illegal Immigrants from
Upstate New York
(Contd. Pg. 55) 
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This Week with Claudia
(From Pg 54) President Trump and Border Czar Homan are pri-
oritizing getting the worst of the worst out of our country, and that
includes some of the 133 illegal immigrants apprehended in the
recent ICE operation in Western, Central, and NortherUnder the
Biden administration, CBP and ICE were unable to carry out their
mission as Sanctuary City Governors and Mayors illegally allowed
dangerous criminals to roam free throughout our towns and cities.
Now, under President Trump's America First Agenda, these law
enforcement officers are able to perform their critical national secu-
rity mission, working diligently to make our country safer each and
every day. Thank you to the courageous law enforcement officers for
your dedication to public safety, and thank you to President Trump
for upholding your commitment to getting these illegal immigrants
out of our country.

The criminals arrested during this operation include:
A 49-year-old illegal alien from Trinidad and Tobago convicted of
murder.
A 66-year-old illegal alien from the Dominican Republic convicted
of course of sexual conduct with a child.
A 32-year-old illegal alien from El Salvador convicted of murder and
gang assault.
A 70-year-old illegal alien from the Dominican Republic convicted
of manslaughter and criminal sale of controlled substance.
A 50-year-old illegal alien from China convicted of assault.
A 42-year-old illegal alien from Mexico convicted of conspiracy to
possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.
A 24-year-old illegal alien from Ecuador with several convictions for
DWI.
A 43-year-old H-2A visa holder from South Africa charged with dis-
tribution and possession of child pornography.

Leading Legislation to Designate the Finger Lakes Region as a
National Heritage Area

The Finger Lakes Region is known for its rich, robust history and
natural beauty, making it a strong candidate for designation as a
National Heritage Area and have recently reintroduced legislation to
officially designate the Finger Lakes as a National Heritage Area.

As a defining feature of New York's 24th District, the Finger
Lakes are not only a natural treasure but also a vital part of our cul-
tural heritage. Establishing the region as an NHA will help ensure its
unique history and stories are preserved for generations to come.

It's an honor to champion this effort once again, and I'm eager to
see our region receive the national recognition it so deeply deserves.

News from Representative Ryan
It was another busy week in Washington fighting to make the

Hudson Valley more affordable, more safe, and more free. 
Here's how I've been working to make our community a better
place for my family and for yours: 

CONTINUING TO HOLD 
UNITED HEALTH ACCOUNTABLE

Last month, I launched a community inquiry about health care
in the Hudson Valley. 

The volume of responses, the specificity of issues, and the
frankly heartbreaking stories involved are unlike anything I've
seen in my time in Congress.

Hudson Valley families are getting screwed over, all so the
largest health care company in the WORLD can continue to make
billions. 

Last week, I submitted every single piece of our data to the
Department of Justice, the Department of Health and Human
Services, and the Federal Trade Commission for further inves-
tigation.

And I will push relentlessly for further action.
Because when our Hudson Valley community stands up with

one voice, anything is possible.
If you've been impacted by Optum, you can fill out my sur-

vey HERE . 
Read more: Times Union: U.S. Rep. Pat Ryan releases 'shock-
ing' results of Optum Health survey
https://patryan.house.gov/serving-you/optum-survey

FIGHTING AGAINST CORPORATE GREED
There's no capitalism without competition. 

This week I proudly led a group of my colleagues in launching
the new Monopoly Busters Caucus, a group of legislators com-
mitted to fighting corporate monopolies, like UnitedHealth, that
are taking advantage of our constituents and driving folks out of
business. 
We're gonna fight back against these big, powerful, GREEDY
corporations, hold the bad actors accountable, and ultimately
put power back where it belongs: with the American people.
You can read more about the caucus here: Daily Freeman: Ryan
joins other House Democrats to form Monopoly Busters Caucus
https://www.dailyfreeman.com/2025/04/10/ryan-joins-other-
house-democrats-to-form-monopoly-busters-caucus/

SPEAKING OUT FOR HUDSON VALLEY HEALTH
CARE

Please join us for our next Community Speak Out! The event
will focus on two critical issues that are deeply affecting our
community: the negative impacts of healthcare consolidation in
the Hudson Valley (specifically with Optum-owned practices)
and cuts to Medicaid that could jeopardize the health and well-
being of our neighbors.

RSVP HERE
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTdaKnJLTNAY
Nhave0xQMls6vgAbXDp8Wt_eFeEvvtwCgN1g/viewform

RAISING THE ALARM AND FIGHTING BACK: HUD-
SON VALLEY FOOD BANK FUNDING CUT

We're all already feeling the crunch of the affordability cri-
sis, and now Trump's USDA is ripping food away from hungry
children - 2 MILLION meals in the Hudson Valley alone. 

170,000 of our neighbors rely on the food bank every month.
That's families going hungry. That's kids, veterans, and seniors
going hungry. That's farmers going out of business. We need our
entire Hudson Valley community to join together with one voice
and demand that Trump and Secretary Rollins reverse this deci-
sion and restore critical funding immediately.
Read more: Daily Freeman: Ryan says federal cuts will result in
2 million fewer emergency meals in Ulster, Dutchess, Orange in
2025  https://www.dailyfreeman.com/2025/04/09/ryan-says-
federal-cuts-will-result-in-2-million-fewer-emergency-meals-
in-ulster-dutchess-orange/

ONE-ON-ONE ASSISTANCE, RIGHT IN YOUR HOME
TOWN 

Amidst the cuts, closures and uncertainty with federal pro-
grams like Social Security, Medicaid and Medicare, we're mar-
shaling every tool at our disposal to help folks with our
C.A.R.E.S Van. 
My team and I will be all over the district, bringing direct, one-
on-one assistance to Hudson Valley families in their own com-
munities.  (Contd. Pg. 56) 

https://patryan.house.gov/serving-you/optum-survey
https://www.dailyfreeman.com/2025/04/10/ryan-joins-other-house-
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTdaKnJLTNAY
https://www.dailyfreeman.com/2025/04/09/ryan-says-federal-
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Pat Ryan (From Pg. 55) 
Whether you need help with accessing a payment, or need assistance
navigating a federal program, we are urgently working around the
clock to get you the answers you need and services you deserve.
We will also be accepting new submissions to our form on Optum - a
United Health subsidiary. You can fill out the form HERE . 
https://patryan.house.gov/serving-you/optum-survey

Our next two stops are this Tuesday, April 15th in LaGrangeville
and Fishkill: 
You can learn more about the C.A.R.E.S. Van here: Amidst Harmful
Federal Cuts And Rising Health Care Concerns, Congressman Ryan's
C.A.R.E.S. Van To Provide Assistance With Social Security,
Medicaid, And Medicare
https://patryan.house.gov/serving-you/optum-survey

FIGHTING FOR VETERANS' HEALTH CARE 
My fellow veterans risked their lives for our country - it is com-

pletely unacceptable that decades later, heroes who served in Vietnam
still do not have the care they deserve. 

That's why this week I was proud to pass my bill, the Vietnam
Veterans Liver Fluke Cancer Study Act, with broad bipartisan support. 

This legislation will finally help Vietnam veterans get the care our
country owes them. I pushed hard to get this bill through the House,
and will continue working with anyone and everyone to deliver for
our veterans.

MARKING THE START OF PASSOVER
Chag Sameach to everyone across the Hudson Valley celebrating

the beginning of Passover this weekend! 
Wishing you and your family a happy & healthy holiday. 

UNITED STATE SERVICE ACADEMY INFORMATION SES-
SION

Join my team Saturday, April 26th for an informative evening ded-
icated to YOUR path of service! Learn more about the U.S. Service
Academies, meet active cadets and Midshipmen, and take the first
step toward an extraordinary future! 

CELEBRATING EXTRAORDINARY STUDENTS IN
KINGSTON

First I wanted to take a moment to celebrate the incredible artistry
and craftsmanship by Emma, a Kingston High School student in the
Ulster BOCES welding and metal fabrication program, who was part
of the SkillsUSA Welding Competition last weekend!
As well as the Cooper twins, who were named valedictorian AND
salutatorian of their graduating class at Kingston High School!! 

STANDING WITH HUDSON VALLEY LABOR
It was great to meet with more than 300 members of the New York

State Building and Construction Trades Council for breakfast this
week. 

A special thank you to Hudson Valley BCTC President Todd
Diorio for making the trip down to D.C.! 
I will ALWAYS fight for our friends in labor. 
GRANTS CORNER
APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR:
Municipal Parks and Recreation Grant Program (MPR)

The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation (OPRHP) is preparing to launch a new grant program to
fund the development and improvement of municipal parks and recre-
ation sites. Funds for the MPR Grant Program are provided by the
Clean Water, Clean Air, and Green Jobs Environmental Bond Act of
2022.
MPR funding is available for the construction of recreational facilities
and other improvements to municipally owned recreational sites and
parks. Examples include playgrounds, courts, playing fields, and
facilities for swimming, biking, boating, picnicking, hiking, fishing,
camping or other recreational activities.

Applications will be available March 19, 2025, through the on-line
Consolidated Funding Application with a deadline of May 2, 2025,
at 4 p.m.
$80 Million in Clean Water, Clean Air and Green Jobs
Environmental Bond Act Funding Now Available to Support
Resiliency Initiatives

Last week, Governor Hochul announced $80 million in new
grant funding available to communities across New York State for
climate resiliency projects. The grants, funded through the $4.2 bil-
lion Clean Water, Clean Air and Green Jobs Environmental Bond Act
of 2022, will support nature-based and green infrastructure projects
designed to reduce flood risk and enhance community resilience to
extreme weather.
The three resiliency related grant programs are:

Resilient Watersheds Grant Program: $45 million will be made
available through the Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC), building on the success of the Resilient NY program and
advancing the State's goal of strengthening infrastructure and protect-
ing New Yorkers from the impacts of extreme weather.
Coastal Rehabilitation and Resilience Projects Program: $20 million
will be made available through the Department of State (DOS) for
coastal communities. The program prioritizes projects using nature-
based solutions to enhance community resilience while also deliver-
ing environmental, economic and social benefits.

Inland Flooding and Local Waterfront Revitalization
Implementation Projects Program: $15 million will be made available
through DOS for implementation projects that improve waterfront and
watershed resiliency and reduce climate impacts, particularly flood-
ing.

Applications for all three funding opportunities can be submitted
through the Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) portal . 
Applications are due by 4 p.m. on Friday, June 6, 2025.

Municipal Infrastructure Program (MIP)
ConnectALL's Municipal Infrastructure Program supports munic-

ipalities, state and local authorities, non-profits, and other entities to
construct open access municipal broadband networks in their commu-
nities across the state.
Application Deadline: Due on April 25, 2025 at 11:59 p.m. ET.
Drug-Free Communities (DFC) Support Program

The DFC Support Program is the nation's leading effort to mobi-
lize communities to prevent youth substance use. It provides commu-
nity-based coalitions with up to 10 years of funding to promote posi-
tive youth engagement and address the local conditions that drive
youth substance use. The grant is a 5-year grant with a maximum
award of $125,000 per year.

Apply for New (Year 1) Drug-Free Community Support Program
Funding

Apply for Competing Continuation (Year 6) Drug-Free
Community Support Program Funding
V iew DFC Applicant Training Webinar Recordings

Application Deadline: Due on May 5, 2025 at 11:59 p.m. ET.
Veterans' Nonprofit Capital Program (VNCP)

Last week, Governor Kathy Hochul announced the availability of
$1.35 Million in capital grants to expand services for organizations
that serve veterans, service members, and military families. Funding
through the Veterans' Nonprofit Capital Program is provided for archi-
tecture, design, engineering, construction, reconstruction, rehabilita-
tion or expansion of an eligible facility; and purchase of eligible fur-
nishings or equipment.

Application Deadline: Due on May 30, 2025 at 11:59 p.m. ET.
If you want to stay up-to-date on all of that my office is doing, I
encourage you to follow along on our social media channels:
Facebook and Twitter .
Please remember that my office is always here to help if you have a
question or need assistance. You can reach us using the contact infor-
mation above and below and we will do everything we can to connect
you with the resources you need.

I look forward to hearing from you soon!

https://patryan.house.gov/serving-you/optum-survey
https://patryan.house.gov/serving-you/optum-survey
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Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) to stop
their attacks on this vital program.

Read more
. https://oswegocountytoday.com/politics/gillibrand/sen-
ators-gillibrand-wyden-lead-a-group-of-21-senators-in-
demanding-that-the-trump-administration-stop-their-
attacks-on-social-security/

4.  Fighting for childhood education programs

Head Start and Early Head Start are the only federal-
ly supported early care and education programs specifi-
cally dedicated to serving low-income households. The
Trump administration's decision to close Head Start's
only regional office in New York will harm children and
families across our state.

This week, Kirsten called on the administration to
reverse its reckless decision to close the office and
demanded answers about how it plans to ensure that the
early childhood education, child care, health, nutrition,
and family support services provided by Head Start can
continue without disruption. 
Read more
. https://www.nydailynews.com/2025/04/05/nycs-region-
al-head-start-office-shuttered-as-part-of-trump-admins-
health-cuts/

5. Working to preserve the Finger Lakes

Home to beautiful landscapes, rich history, and thriv-
ing small businesses, the Finger Lakes region of New
York is a national treasure.

In recognition of all that this area has to offer, Kirsten
is leading the push to designate the region as a National
Heritage Area. This designation will promote tourism,
create jobs, conserve natural resources, and make sure
local communities have what they need to thrive for
years to come, and Kirsten is committed to getting it
done.

Read more. https://www.fltimes.com/news/sen-
kirsten-gillibrand-and-rep-claudia-tenney-push-her-
i t a g e - a r e a - d e s i g n a t i o n - f o r - f i n g e r -
l a k e s / a r t i c l e _ 11 5 2 2 c 2 e - 0 4 2 2 - 4 b 5 8 - 9 5 7 5 -
93e6c484c118.html

6. Helping constituents fight credit scams

When a Chautauqua County senior discovered a
fraudulent charge on his credit card statement from a
country he had never traveled to, he reached out to
Kirsten's office for help. 

Kirsten's team contacted the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau to request a review of the issue, and
the constituent was refunded for the $1,800 charge to his
credit card.

Individual casework is Kirsten's top priority. If you
need help with any federal agency, contact her here.
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/help/help-for-new-
yorkers/

Welcome to Kirsten's 
New York Minute!

Here's what she's been up to this week:

1. Fighting Trump's tariff tax hikes

By instigating a global trade war, President Trump is
playing games with the American economy, driving up
costs for hardworking families, and fueling inflation.
That's why Kirsten is fighting back against Trump's tar-
iff tax hikes. This week, she joined a bipartisan bill to
reestablish limits on the president's ability to unilateral-
ly impose tariffs, and she signed a letter demanding that
the Trump administration repeal their ill-conceived tar-
iffs immediately. As Trump continues to cause econom-
ic chaos, Kirsten is doing everything in her power to
shield New Yorkers from the administration's tariff tax
hikes.
Read more. https://www.wshu.org/long-island-
news/2025-04-09/ny-tariffs-authority-kirsten-gillibrand

2. Working to increase the minimum wage

No one working full-time in the United States should
be living in poverty. 

That's why this week, Kirsten joined 178 colleagues
in introducing a bill to raise the federal minimum wage
to $17 per hour for all workers and gradually eliminate
subminimum wages for tipped workers, workers with
disabilities, and youth workers. A living wage is critical
to make sure that Americans can pay their bills, feed
their families, and put a roof over their heads, and
Kirsten is determined to get this bill passed.

Read more. https://cnycentral.com/news/new-york-
news/senate-democrats-seek-to-increase-federal-mini-
mum-wage-by-2030-money-house-financial-labor-pay-
living-bills-feed-working-full-time

3. Protecting Social Security
Social Security is a promise, not a political bargain-

ing chip. The Trump administration's heinous staffing
cuts, plans for indiscriminate closures of SSA field
offices around the nation, and threats to limit to phone
services are endangering older Americans.

That's why Kirsten is fighting back. Following her
advocacy, the administration backed off of its plans to
cut SSA phone services, announcing this week that these
services will remain available.

This week, Kirsten continued her efforts to protect
Social Security by leading a letter signed by 21 senators
calling on the Trump administration and the so-called

https://oswegocountytoday.com/politics/gillibrand/sen-ators-
https://www.nydailynews.com/2025/04/05/nycs-region-al-
https://www.fltimes.com/news/sen-kirsten-
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/help/help-for-new-yorkers/
https://www.wshu.org/long-island-news/
https://cnycentral.com/news/new-york-news/
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www.fhistudio-apps.com/arnie/#/workshop/UCTCRTP

https://participate.ulstercountyny.gov/admin/projects/mobility-2050

https://participate.ulstercountyny.gov/admin/projects/mobility-2050
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Part time Bookkeeper
Call 845-321-1919

Blooming Green Lawn 
and Landscape Sevice 
Part time/Full time work. 

Salary based on experience. 
Call: 845-665-3348 
or 945-985-0516

NEEDED – Home Care Helper 
– Part  time – for elderly woman in

Grahamsville (845) 985-7411 
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HELP WANTED

Classified Ads 
Only $5.00 a week!

Answer to last week’s Trivia Question:  Russell Crowe

This weeks’ Trivia question: What famous song writer had a
home in Lew Beach located in Sullivan County and wrote the
song “Easter Parade”?

Sell your handcrafted
items online from your 

own little 
virtual shop 

at the 
Gnome Home 
Virtual Mall

Interested? 
Send an email to: 

gnomehomeinc@yahoo.com

... or if you just want 
to have some

‘gnome made’ fun..
Visit the gnome’s

virtual on-line local shop
at:

http://www.gnomehomeinc.com

http://www.gnomehomeinc.com
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